. 


.. 


,,' 


... 


... 


, 


. 


.. 


. 


. 


" 


" 
. 
. \ 
t .. 
. . 
., 
. . 
. 
.. 
, . . . 

 
.. .... 
.: 
," " .. 
.. 
-- .. 


" 


\, 
"-- 


t 
 



-. 



 



 


. 



'- 



.....
 
..J 


J 



 ......---...... - 
C.;I 1.;."\J1 ",1 ( :u J}] ;I 
--- 
 




O 
L 
 )\ \(.,
 \ Lo c
"" 





THE 


NE'V CONSPIRACY 


A G A INS T T II E J E SUI l' S 


DETECTED AND EXPOSED. 




TIlE 


J}.ew 
o1tøpirat
 


AG.l\INST TIlE JESUITS 


DETECTED AND BRIEFLY EXPOSED; 


WITH A 


SHORT ACCOUNT OF THEIR INSTITU1'E; 


AND 


OBSERVATIONS O
 THE DANGER OF SYSTE:\IS OF 


EDUCATION INDEPENDENT OF RELIGIOX. 


. 


B Y R. C. D ALL A S, ESQ. 


Omnes qui se Societati addixerunt, in virtutum solidarum ac per- 
lectarum, et spiritualium rerum studium incumbant. 
IsSTITUTUM SOC.JESV, ed. })rngæ, 1757, voJ.ii, p. 'í2. 
Thc causes which occasioned the ruin of this mighty body, as well 
CiS the circumstances and effects with which it has been attenrled in the 
different countries of Europe, are objects extremely worthy of the 
attention of every intelligent observer of human affairs. 
ROBERTSON'S CHARLES V, vol. iii, p. i225. 


LONDON: 


PRl
TED FOR JA
IES RIDG\VAY, PICCADILLY. 
1815. 



C. \,,"OOD, Printer, 
POppill'i Court, Fleet Stn::ct. 



TO 


THE RIGIIT HONOURABLE 


.. 
, 


GEORGE CANNING, 1\1. P. 


HIS 1IAJESTY'S A
IBASSADOR EXTRAORDISARY TO 


THE COURT OF PORTUGAL, ê.J'C. l!jC. 


SIR; 


YOUR -absence froIn this 
country, and the observation of the 
historian, 'Vllicll I llave adopted as a 
motto, ,viII plead nlY excuse for dedicating 
this '
o]ulne to JUU, \vithout a previous 
intimation of DIY \vish for tllat honour to 
D1Y \\Tork and to Dlyself. "The causes 
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of tIle ruin of tIle society of Jesuits, ,vitI) 
its circull1stances and effect
, are \\"ortllY 
of your attention." I 11ave ùcsto\ved a 
considerable degree of labour in l11aking 
Dlyself acquainted \vith then1, and, having 
been induced to tl1ro\\7 the result of 111Y 
inquiries in 0 the fornI of a book, I kno\v 
not to \VhOn1 I can better present it than 
to a Ulan, "rho, an10ng the services \vllicll 
be has been active in rendering to his 
country, in her legislation and letters, has 
been the liberal advocate of the catbolic 
body in general, and \vho, I aIn confident, 
\vill be pleased to see any society, or any 
indi,'iduaI, rescued fro III opprobrium, 
\\;hicll tinle and colouring fila)" have fixed 
on character. 1 0r ou are on the spot, Sir, 
,,,here the Jesuits \vere persecuted with 
the greatest 'Tjrulence; a circußlstance, to 
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D1Y apprehension, not tIle IllOSt fa,"ourable 
to the investigation of trutll, as it Ina y 
,veIl be imagined, that the prejudices, 
,vhich \vere raised by ..the unprincipled and 
unrelenting nlinister of Joseph I, of Portu- 
gal, have too strongly enveloped it to be 
easily removed: but tIlere are minds 
gifted \\"ith a discernment approaching to 
intuition, and, if any l1lan can uß\veave 
tIle \\"eb, \vhicll has been spun around this 
unfortunate society, to your penetration 
nlay it be trusted. I have examined tIle 
subj ect \vith sincerity and disinterestedness, 
and, fr0111 conviction, I fee] SUC]l interest 
in tbe establishn1ent of the facts ,vllich I 
ha\re stated, and the conclusions whicll I 
have dra\vn, that I dare hope that \vllat 
I here offer to your consideration "Till one 
day be corroborated by testiluony and 
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talents, tllat shall renlove all tIle doubt 
,
hicll tIle feebleness of D1Y pen nlay leave 
llpon it. 


I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 


. 


Your D10st obedient and 


humble Servant, 


R. C. DALLAS. 


Septe'l11her 4, 1815. 



PRE F ACE. 


lIA VING fOflner]y occupied nlY tlloughts 
on the subject of pronloting tIle kno,vledge 
and practice of religion an10ng the Ne- 
groes in tbe 'Vest Indies, I \vas naturally 
led to inquire into the 111eanS, \vll;cIl had 
ùeen successfully adopted in tIle catllolic 
islands. I traced then! [0 the entL.usiastic 
labours of tIle clergy in general, particu- 
lar]y the Jesuits. The conduct of the 
fatbers of that society in Soutll Anlcrica, 
Jl0t only excited in file adnliration, but the 
highest csteCl11, "veneration, and affection, 
for tllat enliglltened and persevering tJody 
in tIle Christian cause, \vho had spread 
oyer tbe in1nlcllse regIons of that conti. 
b 
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nent 1110re ,
irtue and real tClllporaI hap- 
piness tlltU) '\vere enjoyed by any other 
quarter of tIle glohe, as \veII as a ,yell 
founded llope of eternal felicity, by tIle 
redenlption of lllallkind tllrougIl Clirist. 
This undeniable 111erit made suell an iln- 
pression on IllY mind, tl1at I never gave 
credit to tIle 1101'rors, "711icll bave been 
attrÏbllted to tIlc society j 


Anlong tIle objects of nlY attention, 
during a late. residence in France, the 
restoratioll of the order bccanle an in- 
teresting one, affording 111C some pleasing 
cOl1versations, and induciug Ine to searc}l 
i lto authorities respecting tbe actions and 
character of men, 'VllOlll IlIad learned to 
yenerate al1ù to Jove, tIle rcsu]t of ,,'llic1. 
,xas 
 confirlDntion of I11j ear])" predilec- 
tion. On nlY return fronl tIle continent 
R sllort tiIue since, I l11et. \\ it}l a pan1pllIet 
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lately published, entitled "A Bricf Ac- 
count of the Jcsuits," the ostensible object 
of ,yhicll is to render the order oùious, 
but the real one is seen to he an attenlpt 
to attacll odiulll upon catholics ill gencral, 
in tllC present crisis of the catllolic ques- 
tion. I learned, fron1 a literary friend, 
that this pan1plliet II ad originally appeared 
as Letters in a nenTspaper, and that they 
llad been ans"yered in the sanle ,,"ay, but 
that the answers had not been tepulJlished. 
These I obtained and perused. I received 
Juuel1 satifaction froln thenl, and thOl1g]lt 
them worthy. of being preserved. TIley 
did not, ho\vever, appedr to HIe sufficient)) 
full upon tIle subject, and I therefore re- 
solved to publisll theln in the fornl uf a 
panlphlet, "9itll a preliminary stateluent. I 
consequent] y rene\ved 111Y inquiries, and 
tIlc lllore I inquire tIle D10rc allI I satisfied, 
tl1at IUY vencrati
n for tllis body of 
Christian instructors is 110t n1isplaced. 
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It is perfcctJy evident to Ine, tIlat there 
,vas an 11njust cOllspirac
?, ,rhiclloriginated 
in France, to destroy the Jesuits; and 
that it tern1inated suc(.'cssfully about the 
midd]e of the last century. It is not an 
easy task to llnfold to its fuJI extent tIle 
. 
injustice and various inifluitics of it, since 
eyen respectable Ilistori'1ns hal'c been led 
a"ray by tIle in1posing appearance, \vIlicl1 
tIle tIlen 11ndetccted and llalf-uuconscious 
ingenious agents of jacobinislu Ilad, hy 
every expeùient of in \'"cntion, of colouring, 
and of ,vit, gi,,'en to the Ilue and cry 
raised by those bitter enenlies of tIle order, 
tIle univer
ity and parlialnents of France, 
and by SOUle ll1ihistcrs of otllcr govcrn- 
l11el1ts, particularly hy tIlc Inarquis de 
POlnbal, tIle minister of tIle. king' of Portu
 
gal. It is not Iny intel1tion to undertake 
so lahorious a task, but I trust, that the 
follo\ving e
 to
ition ,viII unfold sufficient 
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of tIlc lujnstice, \vIlÍcll has heen so un- 
fl:elingly and indefatigahly heaped l1I)on 
tIle Jesuits, to conyincc every unprejudiced 
l11an, that the suppression of the order lIas 
- heen injurious to society, and that the re- 
,-ivaI of it, far frOln being dangerous, 
TIl11St be beneficial. I an} not afraid, that 
t]lis expression of Iny sentilnent ,,,ill dra,v 
upon 111C any suspicion of disaffection to 
tl1e state, or the established ('11urcll; Iny 
sentinlents are ,yell kno\\"n to 111Y friends, 
and have been 1110re thaI} once puhlicly 
professed. '}'he benefit, \vhicll I think 
-,yill arise frolll tIlc restoration of tbe so,:" 
cicty, ,,,ill consist Dlore particularI y in the 
active and zealous cultivation of Christian 
,.irtues, and a spirit of LOYALTY aluong 
the catholics of all countries, \vhethcr pro- 
testant or catholic; and, unless ,,,Te mean 
to say, ,vitIl sonie of tIle furious refornlers, 
tllat tbe religion of the cat]lo1ics is to be 
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extirpated altogetllcr, it is ahsurd to say, 
t]lat they sllaIl not have their best and 
1110
t active instructors. 


'\Vhen this \"oIullle had nearly gone 
tJ,rough the press, in tIle course of read- 
ing- I DIet ",ith the foUo\ving' curious pas- 
sage, extracted froln a Letter to a Noble 
l....ord Ly a Country Gcntlclllan,. entitled 
" Considerations on tIle Penal Ltl\,,,s," &c. 
published by the Dudsle)Ts, of Pall-Mall, 
so long ago as 176-1, about t\\"o years after 
tIle suppression of tIIC Je
uits in France, 
llnd eleven previous to their total suppres- 
sion by Clen1ent XIV; 1 in
ert it, as I think 
it \\.ill not be llnacccptable to the reader:- 
" TIlc rising generation are no\v forlning 
tllcir principles 011 the \vritings of Voltaire, 
Rousseau, D' Argens, and the pbilo
opher 
of Sans-Souci; to \VIIOlll 111ay. be added a 
long catalog"ue of authors of our O\VI1 
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country. In Fn.ANCE grave ?nagislrates 
aIr 
all!/ c 
l 
IY)"ate and THE FIRST COURTS 
OF JUDICATURE ccllo ,vitll the praises of 
z lie land Dioclelian; calculations are 
nladc, and tIle period is pretended to be 
fixed, \'.]Jcn Christianity is to be no ll10re. 
The powerful ,,"capon of ridicule is elll- 
ployed 2 not against popery alone, but to 
render conte111ptihle the \vllo]e Je\Vis}l and 
Christian reyelation." The g'rat'e 'Jna- 
gistrlltes, andjil"st cou. -ts of J.lldi(}ulllre, are 
110 other t}lan the Frenclt IJarlia1ïzcllls, 
,vho, ".e are inforlued by a Inenlber of the 
lo,\"er llouse, \vere "ever ready to support 
the national independence*:" ,,'e see by 
,,,hat steps, and \ve }la ve felt 'fritIl \yl1ut 
success. 


.. 


In the follo\ving pages, I ba,.c sho"Tn, 



 See Substance of a Speech of Sir John Coxc IIip- 
pÎsley, Bart. publbhed by 
hnray, 1S15. 
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tllat thos
 CUllrts Of J.udicalllre (n'hich, far 
fron) being the imnl(
diatc organs of tIle 
monarcIls of Fl"ance, as the sallIe lnenlber 
asserts, ,vere, for the greater part of the last 
century, in const:lnt opposition to them, 
and tbe organs of rebellion) had COllspired 
to effect tIle destruction of the Jesuits; and, 
I suspect, that " tIle mass of infornlation," 
,vllich supplies tIle proofs of tIle nascent 
revolutionary spirit, and ,yh:cIl is to be 
D1et ,vitIl in tIle histories of all Europe, 
are documents resulting frOiH the piques 
and resentn1ents of Pon1bal and other 
arbitrary 111inisters, \vho cllose to take tIle 
consciences of their princes under their o\vn 
care. These dOCUluents, afforded indeed 
by a. 1110st respected character, are never- 
tlleless open to all tIle ohjections tllat arise 
frolll the principles and llistory of the in- 
trigues of the orJinances alluded to. There 
is bo\vever S01l1e d
cency in recurring to 
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ordinances to found cIlarges upon; tbe 
cneluies of the Jesuits \vere not al\vays so 
nice, as the follo\ving extract fronl one of 
their calUlllniators \vilJ SllO\V :-" 'Vhell the 
Jesuits revolutionized Portugal, in 1667, 
antI placed on the tllrone the infant don 
Pedro, sir Robert South\vell \vas tllere, as 
our aD1bassador from Charles II. His very 
curious correspollllence witl1 the duke of 
Ornlond and lord Arlington is extant, and 
js a precious fraglnent of a great political 
.c, ellt. The silent intrigues of the Jesuits 
do not seenl to bave been kno,vn to sir 
Robert; but, according to the Reclleil 
ClLronolog-iqlle, publislled by THE CO"GRT 
OF PORTUGAL, it is evident they were the 
principal actors, ,vho, ha\ ing' overturned 
the luoIJarchy, after\vard3 suppressed the 
tleUlocracy, and then, suhstituting an ap- 
parent aristocracy, reig'net'. for SOlne tÏ1ne 
over Portugal, conceá.lcù under that 
c 


, 
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cloak." This is a fine SpeCill1Cn of the 
\,,'arfare carried on against tbe society. 
1'he alubassador's ignorance of the in- 
trig'ues of the Jesuits is not brougllt for- 
\vard as a proof of their innocence, but as 
a reason ,yhv \ve should believe POlnbal. 
" 
As to tilc revolutionizing Portugal, and 
placing dvn Pedro on tIle tilfone, tile am.. 
bassador could bave been 110 stranger to 
tIle real causes of don Pedro's being pro
 
claiuled regent during tIle life of his bro- 
tl1er Alonzo, froin tIle incapacity of the 
latter, and tIle intrigues, first of his Ino- 
tller, and after\vards of 11Ìs wife, tIle prin- 
cess of N enlours. 


I \youlclllere leave tIle reader, ,vitII this 
fact fresh ûn llis ll1ind, to enter upon the 
book before bim, but tt.at I \visil to detain 
lliln a ßIOll1ent longer to request him to 
carry also along \vitll hin} the asseveration 
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of the autllor, tl1at Ilc is entirely uncon- 
nected ,,-itII the individuals of the body, 
,vhose character it is the object of tllis 
yo]uule to place in a just point of vie\\y. 
TIIOUgll familiar ,vitb accounts of the so- 
ciety, I an1 unacquainted ,vitll a single in- 
dividual of it. The interest I feel is that 
,vhicI1 has been inspired by their virtues, 
and by the injustice and cruelty of thcir 
enelnies, ,,,,bich I have ascertained to my 
cODlplete conviction. 



III. 



CO
TENTS. 


]NTRODUGTIO
 


. . . . . . . 


PAGE 
1 


_ .. _' CHAPTER I. 


Remarks on the Objects oj the Author oj 
I 
" A briif ACCOÚllt of the Jesuits," and 
on Ids "'Jnode -oj- conducting his Argu- 
ment . . . . . . . . . .. 5 


CHAPTER II. 


Inquiry il1to t
e Character qf the Au- 
thorities against the Jesuits, and qf 
those in favour oj tlieln; u'itll a notice 
'!f SOl1ze of the Crinzes iUlputed to 
t llem . . . . . . . . . .. 23 


CHAPTER III. 


Of tlte Orde1" f!f tILe Je
'uits, with llle 
prominent features oj the Institute . Ij3 



:1xii 


CO
TENTS. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Character '!f Ponlbal. SlllJllJzary Obser- 
vations, and a brig notice of tlte ten- 
dency and danger of Eduratioll inde- 
pendent of }leliB'ion . 229 



l'HE LETIERS OF CLERICUS · 259 


APPENDIX. 


The Bull of Clelllent XIII . . . 335 
Tile Judgnlent of the Bishops of France 
in favour of tlte Jesuits , 346 


ERRATUM, or Omission, Page 
1. 


AT the end of Henry IV's speech, add a reference to Dupleix. tbe 
same hi
torian referred to in page 72. The speech is also to be found 
in the Memoirs of the l\finist
r Villeroi, the confidant of Henry IV, 
in the Pleadings of l\lontholon, in the Frcnch l\lercury of 1604-. and 
in Matthieu, Henry lV's historiographer, whom that prince himself 
furnished with memoirs for his history. De Thou himself reports it, 
but in a mangled way, and professedly as an extract, yet clearly 

nough to corroborate the substance of it. 



THE 


NE'V CONSPIRACY 


i\. G A INS T THE J E SUI T S, 


Sse. 
c. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1J.1"' there \vere a question "\vhether there should 
be a change in the religion of the state, or 
"\vhether the sceptre of Great Britain were better 
placed in the hand of a protestant or a catholic 
prince, my voice, slender as it is, should eagerly 
profess my attacbment to the monarchy, and to 
the church of England. But no such question 
exists, or is likely to exist, in the contemplation 
of British suhjects, of any persuasion or deno- 
mination ,vhatever. It is with this conviction 


B 
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on my Dlind, that I have resolved to publish tbe 
result of my inquiries respecting the Jesuits, 
and to show, that they do not merit the virulent 
slanders ",'ith "9hich they bave been attacked, 
or the treatment, horrid and inhuman, \vhich 
they \vere made to suffer. A violent pamphlet, 
, 
entitled " A brief Acèount of the Jesuits," lately 
republished from a ne\\rspaper, shall serve to 
direct me over the mass of abuse, which I pur- 
pose to clear a\vay in such a manner as to en- 
able the reader to proceed, \vithout prejudice, to 
the perusal ..of the follo\ving Letters, to \vhich 
partiality might other\vise be attributed. They 
are replies to some of the charges of the ".riter 
of tIle pamphlet, and tlley also appeared in cl 
ne,vspaper, \vith tIle signature of Clericus, tIle 
assailant having assumed that of Laicus, which 
I mention, as it may be convenient for me to 
use tbese names occasionally. 


I purpose, 1 st, to make SOllIe relnarks on 
the o
jects of the author of the palnplllet, in 
bis attack upon the Jesuits, and on bis 1110d
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of conducting his argument: 2dly, to examine 
the character of the authorities against the 
Jesuits, called by the \\Triter historical evidences; 
and of those in favour of them; and to notice 
some of the charges against the society: 3dly, to 
give a brief account of the order, and of the fun- 
damental character of it, with the prominent fea- 
tures of the Institute of Loyola, contrasted 
\vith the libellous Monita Secreta: and, 4 thl y, 
to conclude \\pith observations arising out of 
the preceding subjects, and on the necessity of 
n1al{ing religion the basis of education. 



CHAPTER I. 


Renlarks on the Old ects of the Author of " A 
brief Account of the ..Jesuits," and on his mode 
of conducting his Argument. 


THE professed objects of the author of a 
pamphlet, entitled "A brief Account of the 
Jesuits," as stated in a preface, are "to exa- 
mine tIle propriety of extending papal patronage 
and protestant protection to tbe Jesuits, and, as 
stated in page 2 of the pamphlet, to sho\\", 
that the revival of the order is so pregnant with 
danger as to call for the interference of parlia- 
l11cnt. The plan he pursues to effect these ob- 
jects is, to give a sumlnary of the history of the 
order, to furnish sOlne historical evidences in 
sllPJ}Ort of its correctness, and to argue from 
these for the affirll1ative of llis l}ropo
itiol1. 
l'hc ))lau is lfell enough laid; but the authol" 


. 



.; 
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has executed it in such a luanneI' as to nlake it 
evident, that he ,vas not in search of truth, 
that he deceives hilnself if he thinks he \vas, 
that he is only a violent and abusive disputant, 
that he is an enenl). to the catholics in general, 
and that, the question on their clailns being 
.. 
exhausted, he renovates the conlbat by attacking 
them through the sides of the Jesuits. When 
. 
an advocate bandIes a cause, \vhich it is his duty 
to gain for his client, ,ve kno\v, that he brings 
fOf\Vard every fact, and urges every argument, 
that tends to support the positions on \vhich 
his cause hinges, sedulously masking every cir- 
cumstance that contraYenes his statenlent, and 
l.yoiding every suggestion that weakens hi
 
reasoning upon it. But the man, who is in 
pursuit of truth, of \"hatever nature it be, looks 
at his object on all sides j he handles it, not to 
make of it \vhat he ,,?ishes, but to determine 
wIlat it is; be analyses, he re-coD1poses; he 
takes tIle good and the bad as he finds them, 
and truth results from his investieation. Let us 

 

ee ".hich of these t\VO characters belongs to tbe 
\vriter of the paIJ1phlet. Every word of his 
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" Historical Sllmnlary" is intel1ded to ))lace tbe 
Jesuits in an odious point of view"; nor is a 
single 
entence admitted into it by ,,,l1ich one 
could be led to Í1nagiue, that any thing good 
had ever originated from thenl, or that they 
\\'ere not universally demons in the shape of 
lnen. The "
riter goeS in search of 1l1atter to 

 
compile his S.umnlary, and he finds an account 
of the Jesuits cOluposed on the authority of 
various pubJicatiolJs, \\ hich haye appeared at 
different times. 111 a part of this narrative, he 
finds all that has been said to blacken the 
order, and, also, a genuine passage of their 
bistory, ,,
hich no ll1an of any feeling can read 
\vithout enthusiastic adnliration; no\v, ,vould 
the \\?riter, "rho was in search of truth, have 
selected only tbat \vhich ,vas ('alculatcd to pro- 
duce condenlnation, witbout giving his reader 
an opportunity of comparing facts and dra\ving 
his o\vn inferences ? Yet this is really the case 
\vith this enemy of tbe catholic cause, \vhose 
Sunlluary is verbatinl extracted from Robertson's 
Charles '7, as far as it alls\vered the purpose of 
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b is attack. "Tho, after reading tbe part se- 
]ected, \\'ollld suspect, if he did not kno\v it be- 
fore, that the follo\ving paragraph, from the 
saIne elegant pen, closed tIle character of the 
Jesuits, and Illust have confounded the ey
 of 
their assailant, since it failed to ,vring a tribute 
of praise froin his heart? -" But as I have 
pointed out the dangerous tendency of tIle con- 
stitution and spirit of the order ,vith the free- 
dOll1 bccollling an historian, tIle candonr and 
impartiality no less requisite in that character 
call on me to add one observation: That no 
class of regular clergy in the ROlnish church has 
been Dlore enlinent for decency, and even purity 
of Ulanners, than the major part of the order of 
Jesuits. F"íhe lllaxims of an intriguing, ambi- 
tious, interested policy, might influence those, 
,,-ho governed the society, and Jnight even cor- 
Tl1p.t the heart, and pervert the conduct of S01ne 
individuals, ",hile the greater number, engaged 
in literary pursuits, or employed in the fUllctions 
of religion, was left to the guidance of those 
comlnon principles, ,vhich restrain IDeo fron!. 
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"ice, and excite tbem to \vhat is beconling and 
]nudable *." 


· Robertson's Charles V, vol. iii, p. 225. - To supply 
the malicious omission of the pamphlet \vriter, I ,viII ht;re 
insert the historian's report of the Jesuits in South Alncrica. 
I, But it is in the ne\v world that the Jesuits have exhibited 
the most wonderful display of their abilities, and haye 
contributed most effectuaHy to the benefit of the human 
&Species. The conquerors of that unfortunate quarter of th
 
globe had nothing in view but to plunder, to enslave" and 
to exterminate its inhabitants. The Jesuits alone have 
umde humanity the object of their settling there. About 
lhe beginning of the last century they obtained admission 
into the fertile province of Paraguay, _which stretch('s 
across the southern continent of Alnerica, from the bottom 
of the mountains of Potosi to the confines of the Spanish 
and Portuguese settlements on the banks of the river de la 
Plata. They found the inhabitants in a state little different 
from that ,vhich takes place among men ,vhen they first 
begin to unite together: strangers to the arts; subsisting 
precariously by hunting or fishing; and hardly acquainted 
'With the first principles of subordination and government. 
The Jesuits set themselves to instruct and to civilize these 
sa'
ages. They taught thcln to cultivate the greund, to 
rear tame animals, and lo build houses. They brought 
them to live together 10 'Yillages. They trained thpm 


l' 
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The author, in a note, ackno,vledges, that 
his SUßlmary does not wholly lay clailn to 


to arts and manufactures. They luade thenI taste the 
s:weets of society, and accustomed them to the blessings 
of security and order. These people becanIe the subjects 
of their benefactors, \vho fu'lVe governe(\ thenl ,,,ith a 
tender attention" reselubling that with \vhich a fathe: 
directs his children. Respected and beloved almost to 
adoration, a few Jesuits presided over some hundred thou- 
sand Indians. They maintained a perfect equality among 
all the members of the community. Each of them ,vas 
obliged to labour, not for hiu1self alone, but for the public. 
The produce of their fields, to
ether ,vitli the fruits of their 
industry.ûf every species, \\ ere deposited in COmlTIOn store 
houses, fronl which each individual received every thing 
necessary for the supply of his ,,-ants. By this institution, 
almost all the passions, which disturb _the peace of society, 
and renùer the members of it unhappy, ',"cre extinguished. 
A fe,v Inagistrates, chosen by the Inùians themselves, 
\vatched over the public tranquillity, and secured obedicnct: 
to the la\ys. The sanguinary punishments, frequent under 
other governments, ,vere unknv\vn; an adnlonition frOlu a 
Jesuit; a slight luark of infmuy; or, on sOlue singul
r 
occasion. a few lashes with a w hip, were sufficient to lliain- 
taill good order among these innocent and happy people." 
-Charles V, p.2)9. 
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originality. It is, in fact, all copied: ,vhy then 
did he not cite his authority? and, \vhen he 
\vas copying, \vb y did he Oll1it to copy the 
passages that stared him in the face? Clearly 
froIll an attorney-like lnotive, because it would 
have injured llis c
use, and ,vould have pre- 
possessed his reader ,vith an idea, that, \vhether 
the charges against some of the rulers of the 
order "
ere ,veIl-founded or not, the generality 
of tIle Jesuits ,vere estima.ble men, devoting 
thenlse!,.es to the good of n1ankind, and who 
had spread OYer the earth a very considerable 
share of human l1appirÍess: clearly because hQ 
foresa,v, that his reader ,vould argue ,vith him- 
self, that if, in despotic tilDes, only a few 
busied themselves \vith political affairs, ". hile 
the body at large \vere good ll1en, engaged in 
zealously promoting the \velfare, both tenlporal 
and eternal, of their feHow-creatures, it \\'ould 
be unnatural to suppose, that, in the present 
enlightened tÎInes, the luany ,vould become 
corrupt, or even the fe\v engage again in in- 
trigues dangerous to society; and that he 
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,vonld conclude, that tbe labour of the author 
resolved itself into a ne\v attenlpt against 
tolerating the catholic religion; ,vhile in favour 
of toleration he ,vould find, in addition to the 
sugge
tions of bis reason, his 1l1clllory supplicd 
\vith innlllllerable, irrefragdble arguments, ,yhich 
for years past hav'c loesonnded throughout the 
enlpire, in the houses of parliament ciS ,veIl as ill 
the renlotest villages, enforced by princes of 
the realIn ,vith all the energy of learning and of 
eloquence, as ,veIl a
 by individuals of every 
cl..lss of men, ill speecbes, and in writings, in 
book
, paulphlets, and the coluDIns of such 
ne\vspapers as are open to liberal discussion :1:. 


"* The author of the follo,ving Letters, ,vho owed the 
publication of thenl to the liberality of the editor of the 
PJLOT, cOluplaincd of the refu
al of the editor of the TI:\IES 
to arln1Ït into that paper a vindication of character, though 
he had opened his pages to the b 1 aster of it. As newspapers 
in modern tinlCS haye erected themselves into a kind of 
tribunal of the dernier resort, the editors should not fOI
gct 
the indispensable Dlaxinl of all courts of justice, ana concede 
alteri parti occasioncm Cludiri ,should be a standing rulu 
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The "'Titer of the pHrnphlet, not satisfied \vith 
umitting ,,-hatevcr ntight tend tò dcfeat his 
()bject, industriously rakes out the 1)10St atrocions 
imputations from the avo,ved enen1ies of tho 
Jesuits, and classes their authorities \\
jth ge- 
nuine history, taking them for granted, never 
exaInining the hdnds throngh ,vhich they passed, 
happy in having one .nd only one great name 
on l1is side, that of the celebrated and very 
extraordinary genius, Pascal. When the Pro- 
\'incial Letters ,,,,ere al1uded to, as attacking a 
iupposed lax system of nlorals, did not truth 
require that they should be stated to have been 
the satirical effusions of a \vriter, ,vho bad 
espoused the cause of the Jansenists, the violent 
opposers of the Jesuits; and that the )"idicule 
,,-hich they contained had been declared by 
another great wit, who "7!as no enen1Y to ridi- 
eule, nor friend to religion (,r oltaire), to be 
completely nlisapplied. A lover of truth, \\
hen 


with them, or they Inust submit to pass for the star-cha.mber
 
()f jacobinism, or of SOInP other party. 
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balancing opinions as proofs, would not have 
failed to quote from hirD the following passage: 
" It is true, indeed, that the ,,,,hole Look (the 
Provincial Letters) ,vas bui1t upon a false 
foundation; for the extravagant notions of a 
fe,\" Spanish and Flemish Jesuits were artfull, 
ascribed to tlte udlole society. l\Iany absurdities 
nlight like\vi:ö,c have been discovered among tbe 
Dominican and Franciscan casuists, but thi
 
7.vould not have llJlSlVered the pll1]Jose, for the 
whole rail]ery was to be levelled only at tbe 
Jesuits. These letters ,vere intended to prove, 
that the Jesuits had forlned a design to corrupt 
mankind; a design ,vhich no sect of society 
ever had, or can have." 


'VitIl such enemies as the Jansenists, ,viII it 
be thought extraorrlinary, that a thol1sand fa- 
brications of those days blackening the Jesuits 
Jnay be referred. to ? ',"'lth such enenlies as in 
later times appeared against then), in the host 
of ne\v philoso})hers and jacobins, is it ,,?onder- 
ful that there should be modern forgeries 
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One such suffrage, as that ,vbich I haye quoted 
froru Robertson, is of itself sufficient to out- 
\veigh folios of charges originating in the 
jealous p&ssions of a rival sect, in the effusions 
of a Inad mistaken philosophy, or in magis- 
terial persecution, ,,'hich, to use the vigorou
 
language of a living genius, in "the des true.. 
tion of the Jesuits, that n1emorable insta\1ce of 
puerile oppression, of jealousy, anlbition, iu- 
justice, and hal"harity, for these all concurred 
in the act, gave to public education a ,yound, 
\vbicll a \vhole century perhaps will not be able 
to heal. I t freed the phalanx of n1aterialists 
from a body of opponents, which still made 
thern trelnble. It remotely encouraged the 
fOflnation of sanguinary clubs, hy causing the 
,,'ithdra\\"ing of all religious and prudent con- 
gregations, in \vhich the savage populace of the 
Fauhourg St. Antoine ,vere tallIed bv the 

 . 
disciples of an Ignatius and a Xa,"ier. Such 
men as l)orée and La Rue. Vaniere and Jou- 
\
encj, in tIlc academic chairs; Bourdaloue, 
Chen1Ïnais, Neuville, L'Enfant, in the pulJ>it: 
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Segaud, Duplessis, and Beauregard *, in the 
processions of the cro
s, in the public streets 
and ,vays, \vere, perhaps, alike necessary to 
secure tranqui]]ity in this ,vorld and happiness 
in the next t." 


In assisting ß1Y memory, I have been led to 
conlpare the \vriter's extracts from Robertson '\vith 
the pages of the historian himself, and I have 
found him, not on]y occasionally disfiguring the 
style on points of little moment, by turning the 
\vords, but giving to the author's \yords a sense 
\vhicb they ,,""ere not intended to bear, by Ineans 
of Italic types and additions. For instance: the 
historian says, "As it \vas the professed inten- 
tion of the order of Jesuits to labour ,yith 


'* D' AIClnbert said to one of his intimates" \" ith "hOlll h
 
had been to hear the celebrated sermon preached by P. Beau- 
:regard against the apostles of jnfidelity" " These men die 
hard." 


t The passage above cited, though not published \vitb 
his natne, is well kno\vn to hayc proceeded from the pen of 
bl. de Lally Tolendal. 
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Ull\vearicd ,. eal in promoting the salvation of 
nlen, this engaged them, of course, in many 
active functions." On reading Robertson's work, 
"yould anyone iUlagine, that the author meant 
to insinuate, that the intention ,,"'as InSIncere, 
anù a mere cloak to political vices? Is it not 
clear from an he \\'fites, as "yell as from this 
passage taken singly, that he gave the Jesuits 
credit for their sincerity in devoting thenlsel ves 
to the salvation of Inen ? Yet has the \vriter 
of the pall1})hlet, by causing the \vord professed 
to be printed in Italics, called upon his reader 
to take his sense of Robertson's ,,-ords, and to 
lJelieve, that the word IJrofessed implies deceit, 
in
tead of tIlc open and declared intention of 
the Jc
uits. Not content \vith this lo\v falsify- 
ing of Robertson's ideas by Italic inlpJicatioa, 
he practises the senne trick by an Italic addition 
of SOine lines of his o\"'n to thc text of the 
historian, as follo\\ys: "their great and leading 
lnax;nl haLoing uniforntly been, to do evil that 
goud lhight cOlne." Can any thing be more 
T{\prehcnsible ? 


.) 



18 


VIOLENT \TTACK 


I ,viII adduce one instance Inore of tIle dis- 
ingenuousne3s of this ".riter. Speaking, e..v- 
elusively, of the Jesuits, he charges tlzc7Jt ,vith 
"rendering Christianity utterly odious in the 
vast empire of Japan *"," and \vith " enorn1ities 
in China Proper." To have inlplicated other 
priests would not, as Voltaire observed, answer 
the purpose: the Jesuits, as before, nlust be 
isolated to be recrushed. No\v, in this, as in 
the other accusations, \ve shall find tbe anti- 
catho1ic ,vriters including other orders. Let 11S 
see ,,
hat one of these ,yriters says upon thi5 
occasion: after speaking of the pride, avarice, 
and fony of the c]ergy, he tells us of an exe- 


* It is '''lell known, that the Dutch, at thi:; time, did 
pvery thing in their power to undern1Ïne the Portuguese in 
Japan, and that they fabricated talcs of the Jesuits to alarnl 
the government, which, they said, \vas to be subvC'rted, 
the clnperor to be dcthroned, and the people l11ade slaves 
to the pope. In consequence (f these slanùers, no Chris.. 
tian ,vas suffered in the empire; whe!l, to preserve their 
commerce, thc Dutch abjurpù Christianity, and, in proof 
of thcir sincerity, consented to treaù puhJicly upon the 
(,I'O"S at certain tjmc
. 
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cution of t\\Tellty-six per
ons, "in the nun)bcr 
,,'hereof ,vere two foreign Jesuits, aud 
e' era] 
other fathers uf the Þì"anci.scan order." And a 
1ittle after, the saIne ,vriter 
a ys, "SOllIe Fran- 
ciscan friars \\Tere guilty at thi
 tinJe of a 11105t 
irnprudent step: they, during the ,vhole of their 
abode in the country, preached openly in the 
streets of l\Jacao, ,,,here th
y resided; and of 
tl1eir o\vn accord built a church, contrary to the 
imperial cOllunanòs, and contrary to the advice 
and earnest solicitations qf tlte Jesuits * ." The 
authority of the Encyclopedia Britannica ,,'ill 
not be objected to by the ellelnies of the ca- 
tbolics; nor, I presume, ,vill that of l\Ion- 
'te5<1nieu
 ,vbo gives a very different reason for 
the Christian religion being so odious in Japan: 
" 'Ve have already," says he, "nlentioned the 
J)ervers
 teulper of tbe people of Japan. "fhe 
Inagistratcs considered the firll1neSS ,vhich 
Chri
tianity inspires, ,vhen they attelnpted to 
Illake the people renounce their faith, as In 


* EncycJopedia Britannic
. 
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itself most dangerous: they fdncied that it 
increased their obstinacy. r111c Ian" of Japan 
puni
hes severely the least disobedience. r-fhey 
ordered thelTI to renounce the Christian religion: 
they did not renounce it; this \vas disobedience: 
they punished this crilne; and the continuance 
, in disobedience scelned to deserve another pu- 
llishment *." As to the enormities in China, 
,ve shall find, upon inquiry, that the Jesuits 
,vere not more responsible for those. The fol.. 
lo".ing is an extract frolll a geographical ac- 
count of Chiuct; "P. l\lichael Rogu, a N ea- 
politan Jesuit, first ol)ened the n1ission in 
China, and led the ,vay in ,,'hicb those of his 
order that follo\ved hin1 have acquired so 11lucll 
}"eputation. He ,vas succeeded by P. Ricci, of' 
the same society, ,vho continued the ,york \rith 
such success, that he is considered by th
 
Jesuits as the principal founder of this nlis
ion. 
He \vas a man of very extraordinary talent
1I 
He bad the art of rendering hiulself agreeable 


"* Spirit of Law
" book 'V, cbap. 11. 
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to every hody, and bv that Ineans acquired the 
public esteeIU. lIe bad tnany follo\YCTC\. i\t 
]ength, in 1630, the Don1inicans and l
rancis- 
cans took the field, though bot as gleaners of 
the harvest after the Jesuits; and no\v it \vas 
that contentions broke out." This is not the 


. 
place to enter particular1 y into the charges 
brought against the order; all I bere mean to 
SlIO\V is, \vith ,vhat \vant of candour the J esuit
 
are reviled; and I think, after ,,'hat has been 
stated, it cannot be doubted, that the cIJief 
object of the \vriter of the palnphlet is to 
excite a ferment against the catholic clainls, 
)lor that his mo<.le of conducting his proposed 
inquiry is that of a violent partizan, aud not 
that of a genuine philosopher in search of truth. 
I Ildeed, he ahnost assures us of it himself at the 
conclusion of his preface, \",here he says: " It 
Dlay, perhaps, appear frolD the inquiry (that is, 
the attack), that the crimes of the order are fun- 
dalnental, and not accidental." In omitting, 
th
refore, to cite dOCU111ents, ,,'hich sho\\' that 
they are not fundamenta1, does IJe not adnlit, 
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does he not plainly say, I Ilave a point to gailt; 
in which candollr has 110 part; and, quocurnque 
modo, it must be gained? Such is the case, 
and I must allo\v him great perseverance in 
collecting titles of volume
 long since forgotten; 
but to the IO\Ters of truth, to tIle nation at 
large, and to the parli'llnent in particular, or 
at least as far as DJY unpractised voice can be 
heard, I exclaiu1, lllalc cavete, et similes ei. 



I. 


CHAPTER II. 


l11l}lliry into the Character qf the Authol"itie,'i 
against the Jesuits, and of those in favour 
of them; 'lvitlt a notice qf son'le qf the Crimes 
i//l}Jlltetl to thelJl,. 


IIA ,rING seen how littJe credit is due to the 
spirit of the pamphlet before us, Jet us inquire 
\\lhat credit i'3 due to the authorities produced 
against the .Jesuits, and take a vÍe\v of those 
in favour of them; and after\vards briefly notice 
6on1e of the crinles inlputed to thenl. 


111 stating the results of Iny inquiry respect.. 
ing the authorities, it may sa\
e 
onle trouble to 
begin ,,,ith those on ".hich Robertson founded 
his acconnt of the order. I am persuaded that, 
11ad he \\"rittcn at the present era, his authori- 
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ties ,vould have been sought in very different 
sources, é\I1d his \vhole account of the order 01 
Jesus \\yould have been very different to ,vhat it 
IS. Far [ronl in1peaching that elegant \vriter 
,vith \vilful n1Ísre}}resentations, or \vant of cau- 
tion in sclccting those authorities, I readily gi\ye 
11inl credit for seeking the best he could obtain 
\vhen he ,,,rote; and the 1J10re, frOll) his taking 

ome pain
, in a note *, to inforlu his readers. 
that he believes his t\VO principal authorities, 
l\Ionclar and Chalotais, to be respectable Ina- 
gistrates and elegant \vriters. But I nlaintain, 
that, if he had seen them in the point of vie\v in 
",,'hich they have since appeared, as leaders on of 
the jacobinical philosophy, and of the French 
revolution, it is not likely that he \\rould have 
honoured their fabrications \vith the "Teight 
of historical testimony: that their COlJlptes 
Rendus \\'ere félbrications ,ve shall present] y see. 
Let us first vie\v the list; viz. 
lonclar, Chalo- 
tais, D'Alembert, Histoire des Jcsuites, the 
French EncycloJ}edie, Charle, oix, Juan, and 


* Robertson's Charles V, vol. iii, page 224. 
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Ulloa. As the three last names are authorities 
in favour of the Jesuits, I shall not notice thenl 
at present. D'Alembert and the Encyclopedie 
Dlay go together, for he and Diderot, ,vho \vrote 
tbe article Jesuite in that \vork, \vere the chief 
directors of it. "ro men, \vho have recovered 
from the stun of jacobinism, it is hardly ne- 
cessary to say, that the destruction of tbe Jesuits 
\\'as of the first in1portance to the snccess of 
1)"1\]elnbert and Diderot's philosophical reform 
of hUlllan nature. The article. \\'Titten by the 
latter ,vas completely refuted by a French Jesuit 
llamed Coultois, but only the \vriters against 
the order \vere read or cited. When the Jesuits 
first appeared in Franc
, the parliament hated 
thenl as friends of the pope; the university as 
rival teachers. These t\VO bodies conlbined to 
exterminate them. The university ,vas perpe- 
tually bringing actions against them before the 
parliaments, but they found protection fro III 
the throne and the Ininistry The university 
,vas exasperated at the desertion of their scho- 
Jars, "\vho flocked to the Jesuit schools, and at 
E 
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the Joss of their erlloluments 'called landi, paid 
by students to the professors: the Jesuits taught 
gratuitousl y, and the high reputation of the 
celebrated l\laldonado enraged the doctors be- 
yond Ineasnre. The parliaInents and the doc- 
tors ,,"ere the chief fOluenters of the league; 
and they ,vere seconded by all the religious 
orders, the Jesuits excepted. The parlialnent, 
headed by IIarlay, made flan1ing harangues 
and arrcts: the doctors of the university "and 
friars exhibited fanatical processions and ser- 
mons:; they pronounced IIenry III and Hen- 
ry IV excommunicated tyrants; they canonized 
J acq!1es Clement; they re\varded his mother 
and fanlil y; they openly preached regicide. 
Their rage equalled that of the Illodern jaco- 
bins. They all, of course, detested the Jesuits, 
W]lO, ,ve may believe, \vere also obnoxious to 
the IIngonot party. 'Vhen tIlc league ,vas 
expiring,. by the conversion of IIenry I'T, the 
parlianlents and university, constrained to ab- 
jure it, \vere nevertheless deternlÍned upon 

ffectinf! the banishment of the .Jesuit" hefore 
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tbe king could enter on his governlnent. 
The doctors rene\ved their suits, and employed 
as advocates Arnaud, Pasquier, and Dolle, ,vho 
\vent into the courts ,,'ith certainty of success. 
ConlpJetely successful they \vould have been, 
but for the ,vi
donl of the minister, the duke 
de Sully, \vho, though a leader of the Hugo- 
Dots, and consequently not biassed in favour of 
tIlc Jesuits, indeed evidently their enemy, ,vas 
too nobly minded to give an ad\1antage to their 
assaiJants, ,,'hich his master l\7ould not have 
done. He stopped the proceedings, by in- 
terposing the authority of the absent king, 
"\"llich," said he, "is not to be comproIllised 
pour ll'lle pique {le pretres et de tlzeologiens * .'" 
The prosecutors and the judges, disconcerted for 
the tinle, resolved to Jose no opportunity to 
effect their o
ject, and tlley soon found one in 
the crÏlne of Chatel, in \vhich they trinlnphed 
without a shado\v of proof. Not a Jesuit "'as 
ever proved to have entered into the ]eague: 
no \vriter aCCUbes them of it, the advocate
 


.... See SullyJ
 1\Iemoirs. 
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just Dlentioned excepted; and their invectives 
alnassed in Les Extrails des Assertions, are the 

ole foundation of all that is said by l\lonclar, 
Chalotais, and the other authors of the COnl]lies 
Rendus. 


It \vas necessary to enter into this detail to 
enable the reader to trace the fonl sources of tbe 
chief authorities on \\7hich Robertson relied: but 
\\'IJat shall \ve think of them, in spite of that 
historian's cOllJplinlent to the elegance of their 
Ileus, ,,,,hen ".e hear, that these ]JrOCZlT'eurs \vere 
Lut th
 nonzlnal authors of their )'espective 
Conlptes Rendus, the Dlean instruments of the 
ingenious atheists, "Tl10 \vere preparing France 
for the age of reason, the liberty of jacobinism, 
and tbe nlurders of philosophy 
 That pre- 
sented by Chalotais ,vas \vritten by D'Ale111bert 
him
elf; that of }tiql1et, procurenr general of 
the parlialnent of 1'houlol.se, ,,"as conlposcd by 
COlutezat, a notoriously debauched priest j 
t
a
 of 
loIlclar, of Aix, ,yas sent to binl froll1 
Paris, ,,,ith a pronlise of being tbe next cban- 
cellor of Fran
e, if 
e \\Tould adQPt it, and en.. 



AND CHARGES REFUTED. 



9 


. 


gage Ilis parliament in the cause. The yenerabIe 
J)resident of that parlianlent, ))'Eguilles, refus- 
ing to concnr in the Dleasure, 'vas, througb bis 
means, banished, and bis adherents ,vith him, 
lJY a Ie/ire de cachet. l\lonclar died repentant, 
and retracted all that he had said in presence of 
tIle bishop of Apt, \yho made a minute of the 
fact. As for Chalotais; would tIle historian 
}lave cited bim had he seen the follo\ving cha- 
racter of that la,vyer, drawn by a pen not inferior 
to his o".n, distinguished by various ,vorks.. of 
genius, and ,vhich was employed on one of 
the most interesting portions of English history, 
wIlen bis sovereign, llaving occasion for his 
talents in a trying crisis of bis affairs, called him 
to his councils? * "The procureur general of 
Bretagne, La Chalotais, eager to possess popn.,. 
larity, in order that he Jlligbt arrive at po\ver, 


* This passage i
 also frolll the pen of M. LalIy To- 
lenda1. - 'Yhen I ,,-as at Paris, in the autumn of 1814, he 
was engaged on the Life of Charles I, of England. After 
the return of Bonaparte, Louis XVlzI appointed him 
onc of his ministers. 
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enthusiastic in his friendships, violent in hi
 
11atrcd, both of '\vbich ""ere to hilll concerns of 
interest rather than of sentÍluent; Llending \yith 
tbese private principlcs the fornlidable po\yers of 
his IJl1blic n1inistry, being the oracle of a parlia- 
ment, \vhich, consisting of the fir
t noLility of 
the country, always acted in concert \vith, and 
never ia opposition to the States; this man had 
it in his pow'er to arm his alnbition or his 
vengeance \vith the s\yord of ju
til'e; he could 
give a legal sanction to tOJ11ult, and Inake trifles 
appear of serious importaI1ce; he could convert 
the most vapid declanlation into the gravest de- 
nunciation, and, in a '\vord, could assist the 
})arty, that he chose to espouse, \vith the \vhole 
artillery of decrees and arrets, ,vbich may be 
règarped as the ultinla ratio of the parliament, 
on tbe same principle, that cannon are the ulti
 
ma ratio of kings. 1'he instant that such a 
man took part in the dispute, it Dlight ,,"e]l h
 
expected, that the ,,
ho]e province ,,,"ould be im- 
mediately thrown into universal confusion. 
In the year 1764, the duke D'Aiguillon, com.. 
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mandant of Bretagne, a ])ccr of France, grand 
D(1phew of carùinal I{ichelieu, nephew of the 
then minister, lastly a friend of the Jesuits, 
and in great favour with the dauphin, ,vas de- 
nounced in the parliament of Bretagne, by the 
procureur general on bis arrival in I)aris. This 
man, ,vha \vas the violent enemy of that society, 
,vas a1so the devoted agent of the king"s mis... 
tress, and of the prÎllle minister, ,vho ,vere 
leagued together to bring about the destruction 
of the Order." 


So much for the }'eliance to be placed all 
La Chalotais. There remains another autho- 
rity of Robertson's to be noticed, viz. "r-ïhe 
History of the Jesuits." He does not Dlention 
the nalne of the author of it, but no doubt it 
'vas Coudrette's, as 11e ,,,"ould other
\"ise have 
felt it incUlnbent upon hÏ1n to Inake SOine dis- 
tinction. This man ,vas a decided ]lartizan of 
the French parlialnents, and ,,"cll kI1<J\Vn to be 
an inveterate enemy of the Jesuits. As his cha- 
racter is ,veIl drawn in tbe fol1o\vin
 Let- 
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ters ., I sball say nothing Inore of hin) here, 
I 
than that his ,vork evidentJy appears un\\"orthy 
of being referred to as an authority. 


From \vhat has been already said, and from 
the neglect 
bo,vn by Robcrtson to the multitude 
of other writers adopted as aut
loritics in the 
palnphlet before IDe, it is but too evident that 
there long existed a conspiracy against a society, 
\vhose principlcs and energy a\ved infidelity and 
rebellion, and \vhose superior talents excited 
jealousy and hatred. Lct us, })o\vcver, see 
\vhat kind of men they are to 'VbOJll the ne\v 
accuser of the society refers us for proofs of their 
being such demons as he has represented tllcm. 
We will after\vards take a vie,v of those, ,vho 
think and ,vrite differently, and we 
hall be able 
to determine on which side authority lies. 


I will not pretend to go nUDlerÎca]Jy through 
tbe catalogue presented in the pall1phlct. Pub- 


* See Letter IV. 
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'Jications infinitely multiplied deluged Europe 
for the purpose of overwhehning the Jesuits; 
an infinity of references, therefore, if not of 
authorities, l.emains at the service of their ene- 
nlies, and it ,vo,dd be useless and tiresome, if 
not Ì1npossiblc, to ,vaùe through them. I shall 
principall y notice those on "hich the conspirator 
before me places lJis bitterest reliance, such ag 
are most inveterate, Dlost pI'ofuse and blackening 
in tl1eir accusations; touching slightl y, ho\vever
 
or not at aU, on those sufficiently refuted in the 
succeeding Letters. To refute all that ,vas printed 
against thè devoted society of Jesus vt"ould require 
a comp1t
te llistory of the destruction of the Order*, 
but ,vithin the lilnits of this brief exposition it is 
not possible to go very deep into the scrutiny of 
the nlalice, and of the means resorted to for the 
:purpose of effecting it. To re
10Ye SOUle of the 
thick, poisonous ,veeds, ,vhich mantle tbe snr- 
ace of the subject, so as to show the body clear 


* This.. if well executed, would be a very interesting 
work. and it is not impossible, that it may be attempted. 
F 
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beneath, is the extent of IllY present undertak.... 
iug; and, if I appear concise, one consideration 
is in my fayour, namely, that ilnputations ad- 
\yanced Ly a thousand different \vriters are not 
1Jlultiplied but repeated, and that reverberations 
of falsehood arc still falsehood. We have al- 
ready seen, that c\"en-the po\vers and ingenuous- 
ness of a Robertson have been unable to extract 
from them the voice of truth. 


France bas produced the greatest nUInber of 
,vriters against tbe society. The speeches and 
pub1ications of those in tIle tirnes of the league, 
as I have said, furnished the original nlatter to 
the authors of the COlnptes Rendus; tbe thenle of 
regicide, the talcs of the Jesuits ,r arade, Gueret, 
Guignard, the \v}lole guilt of the league, &c. J 
to ,vhich more recent matter, particularJy lax 
doctrines of morality, has been added. l'his is 
all collected in the Extrails des Assprfiol1s, a 
work evidently replete '\\
ith studied fabrications, 
as i
 sho\\"n by BealUTIOnt, archhishop of Paris, 

Iontesqnion, bishop of Sar1at, and in the lle- 
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o ,se aux Assertions. I believe, that thi$ 
Reponse and the Jpologie de r Institut <<:lre the 
only ,\.orks ,vrittell in defence of the society, 
\\lhich the Jesuits publicly avo\ved. These are 
unaJls\verable, and should he referred to by llis- 
torians. 


"rhe cbaracters of Prynne and De Thou are 
dra\vn in the follo\ving Letters *. De Thou 
,,'as a parliamentarian. Of Prynne I shall far- 
t]Jer observe, that, besides his notoriety as a 
factious agent, lord Clar
ndon informs us, that 
he had been looked upon as a man of reproach- 
ful character previous to tIle infanlous severities 
of the star cluuuuer, \vbich \vas the Dleans of 
bis obtaining consideration, for those of his pro- 
fes
ion, and others, thought, that persons, in bis 
sit\lation of life, should not be treated so igno- 
ßJiniol1s]y"'t. His character lllay be vie\ved in 
IIume'
 lfistory
 ; and her
 let 111e observe, that 


'* See Lettcr I II. 


t I
onl ClarendoIl, vol. i, page 73. 

 Hpmc's History of Eng1and.a vol. vi, page 297 J. &c, 
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it ,vas not only the catholics he attacked, but 
tbe Inanners of the times and the church; for 
lvhich he \vas J}unished. }>rynue was a thorongh- 
paced puritan: through hin1 and òtbers of tbe 
same stan1]) tbe exi
ting house of commons \vere 
glad to deba
c the gOYernIllcllt, and they abso- 
lutely reversed the sentence, ,,'hich had been 
passed 011 bin'! and other libellers. "The Inore 
ignoble these Illell \vere," says Hunle, "the more 
sensible "
as the insult upon royal authority *." 
"",That ,v riter, valuing his 0\\'11 respectahiJity, 
,vou ld cite s11ch a creature as t]lis? One of a 
sect, \, ho, the \vriter of tIle pamI}hlet hilnself 
telJs u:", \\'
re united \vith tbe Jesuits, to U,hOlll 
their pulpits \",ere open, for the purpo
e of 
overawing the parliament, and cOln})el1ing it to 
destroy the king. This too is cited from Prynne
 
to \vhom he refers for much valuable evidence. 


rrhe })amphlet says, " sce Rapin." The Ilam
 
has sOlnething less barbarous in the sound than 


-:+ Hume's History of England, vol. vi, page 378. 
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IDost of the others cited by the ,vriter. Let us 
see Rapin. "r e find, in the pages of this 
historian, the names of Jesuit and catholic 
indiscriminately used, as accused of plots, suf- 
fering the rack, and confuting the accusations 
brought against them by the IDost persuasive 
shnplicity of their protestations of 1l1nOCence, 
and the intrepidity of their deaths. The pre- 
tended })lots, in the days of Elizaùeth and of 
the Stuarts, cited by a "'Titer in 1815, against 
the toleration of the catholics * ! WelJ, but see 
the state trials, the actio in proditores, drawn 
up by our o\vn judges, &c. t " Nothing," says 


* On the subject of the popish plots, see Dr. l\1ilner's 
Letters to a Pre benùary. 


t As to the judges of those times, see what a picture is 
drawn of a chief justice by the most celebrated of our 
historians :_1' To be a Jesuit, or even a catholic, ,vas of 
itself a suflìcient proof of guilt. The chief justice (sir 
'Vil1iam Scroggs), in particular, gave sanction to all the 
narrow prejudices and bigoted fury of the populace. In.. 
stead of being counsel for the prisoners, as his office 
required, he pleaded the cause against them, browbeat 
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I-I nrne, " can be a stronger proof of the fury of 
the tirues, than that lord Rus
el, not\vithstanding 


their witncsÞes, and on every occasIOn represented their 
guilt as certain anù uncontroverted. lIe even went so far 
as publicly to aflìrm, that the papists had not the same 
pI illciples which protestants have, and therefore were no 
entitled to that common credence, which th
 principles and 
practices of the latter call for. And, when the jury brought 
in their verdict against the prisoners, he said, << You have 
done, gentlemen, like very good subjects, and very g-ood 
Christians, that is tû say, like very good protestants.'''- 
IIUlue's IIistory of England, vol. viii, ch. 67, p. 9 I. See al
û 
,,-hat the same a
hor says in his third appenòix: " Tin1Ïq 
juries, and judge
, who held their offices during pleasure, 
ne"er failed to second 311 the views of the crown. And, as 
the practice was anciently COl1unon, of fining, imprisoning. 
or otherwise punishin3 the jurors, mereIy at the discretion 
of the court, for finding a verdict contrary to the direction 
of these dependent judges, it is obvious, th:ü juries were 
then no Inanner of security to the liberty of the 
ubject."- 
Vol. v, p. 458. And, if these be not enough, take cony ic- 
t.ion from the pen of one of the nlost penetrating gE'niuscs 
of th
 age: cc The proceedings on the popish plot," say& 
'Ir. Fox, in his IIi
tory of .James II, "ITIUst always be 
con"irl
red as an in(le1ible dis!;race upon till-" Eng\ish 
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he virtue and humanity of his ch:tracter, se- 
conded the house of commons in the Larharou'ì 
scruple of the sheriff::)" on the po\ver of the 
king to relnit the hanging and quartering of 


nation, in which king, parliament, judges, JUrIes, wit- 
nesses, prosecutors, have all their respective, though cer- 
tainly not equal shares. \Vitnesses, of such a character 
as not to deserve credit in the .most trifling cause, upon the 
most immaterial facts, gave evidence so incredible, or, to 
speak more properly, so iInpossible to be true, that it ought 
not to have been believed if it had come from the mouth 
of Cato: and, upon such evidence" from such witnesses, 
were innocent nlen condemned to death and executed. 
Prosccutors, ,vhether attornies and solicitors-general, or 
managers of impeachment, acted with the fury which, in 
such circmnstances, might be expected; juries partook. 
naturally cnough, of the national fermcnt; and judgc-:, 
whose duty it was to guard theni against such impressions, 
",'ere scandalously active in confil'ming them in thcir 
prejudices, anù inflaming their passions. The king, who 
is supposed to have disbelieved the whole plot, neyer once 
exercist;d his glorious prerogative of nlercy. It is said he 
dared not. His thronc, perhaps his life, \vas at stake."- 
IIistory of James II, by the right honourable Char]cs James 
Fox, page 33. 
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lord Staffi}rd, that innocent yictim to his pur 
attachment to God. After\\"ards, when lord 
Russel ,vas himself condemned, the king, 
in remitting the same part of the sentence for 
treason, said, "he sball find, that I am possessed 
of that prerogative, ,,,hich, in the case of lord 
Stafford, be thought proper to deny me." 


I cannot here refrain from contrasting the 
intelligence, tIle spirit, and tbe ,,,isdom of that 
great and distinguished 
tateslnan, Charles James 
Fox, ,vith the tame and adoptive, though yiru- 
lent, disposition of a ,vriter, ,yho, in another 
part of his palnplllet, lIas flared to ,varn every 
man froln speaking in favour of the catholic 
priests of Ireland, lest he shonld be pro\"oket1 
to over\vhelm tl1e "'hole body \\"ith danlning 
pronfs-proofs charitably kel)t in pet to, by this 
insinuator of Inore than he chooses to say. 
Speaking of one of the ilnaginary popish plots, 
l\fr. Fox expresses bimself thus: ""'herefore, 
if tbis question were to be decided upon the 
ground of authority, tne. reality of the plot 
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\vonld be admitted; but there are cases, where 
reaso
 speaks so plainly, as to make a11 argu- 
ment dra\vn frolll authority of no avaiJ, and 
this is surely one of them." And, a fe\v pages 
. . 
after, \ve ]lave the follo\ving striking passage: 
" Even after the dissolution of his last parlia- 
nlent, ,vhen he bad so far subdued his enemies 
as to he no longer t1nder any apprehensions 
fronl them, the king did not tllink it worth 
\vl.ile to save the life of Plunket, the popish 
arcbbisho}J of Arm
gI), of \vhose innocence 'no 
doubt could be entertained. But this is not
 to 
be ,""ontlered at, since, in all transactions re- 
lativc to the popis1] plot, minds, of a very dif- 
ferent cast froln Charles's, becallle, as by some 
fatality, divested of all their \vonted senti,nents 
r 
of justice and humanity. Who can read, ,vith.. 
out horror, the account of that savage n1urlnur 
. 
of applause, ,vhich broke out upon one of the 
villains at tbe bar s,,"earing J>ositive1y to Staf- 
ford's }1aYÌng proposed the murder of the king? 
And ho\y is this horror deepened \\yhen \ve 
reflect, tbat in that odious.. cry ".cre, probabJy, 
G 
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mingled the ,.oices of n1en to \vho
e memory 
every lover of tbe English constitution is bound 
to pay tbe tribute of gratitude and respect! 
Even after conden1nation, lord Russel himself, 
whose character is wholly (this instance ex- 
cepted) free froln the stain of rancour or cruelty, 
stickled for the severer mode of executing the 

 
sentence, in a manner ,vhich his fear for th
 
1iing's establishing a precedent of pa
doning in 
cases of impeachment (for this, no doubt, was 
his motive) cannot satisfactorily excuse*." Now 
\vhat does the \vriter of the palnphlet before 
me say? "It is fashionable, with many rea- 
.soners, to treat all history as a fable, and to 
set up for themselves in matters of policy, ill 
defiance of the testilDony of antiquity. These 
persons ,,"QuId assign tIle san1e office to the 
J"ecords of past ages, as they \vould to the ,-
tern 
lights of a vesse1, whicL serve only to tbro\v a 
light over the path \vhich ha
 been passed, and 
Dot over that which lies before 11S. I trust, 

o,vever, that there are yet many anlong us \\.ho 


* Fox's History of James II, page 40. 
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l1ave not been so taught." It is, indeed, but 
too fashionable to put up fantastic reasoning 
against antbority, and particularly against sacred 
authority; but reason, ,,'hich kno\vs to distin- 
guish the nature of authority; reason, \vbich is 
bold in the affilÏrs of nlen, and humble in its per- 
mitted intercourse \vith God; reason, as Fox and 
Hurne, and all historians \vorthy the title, con- 
,yince us, steps not out of its province when it 
interposes to rectify n}isleading records or his- 
torical assertions; and in no case is it more 
eminently required than in the history of tbe 
order of Jesus, which passion, interest, and 
ability l1ave united to disfigure. What is meant 
by the allusion to stern lig/tts I am at a loss 
to conjecture. I am not nlucb disposed, in a 
\vork of this kind, to go into verbal or rhetorical 
criticisln; but ,vben a man ,,,,rites ,,'ith such 
pompous and despotic decision as this author 
does, one has a right to expect of hinl, ,vhel1 
he amuses himself ,vith figurative language, a 
, 
clear notion of ,vllat be aims at. "Then, thc
 
fore, he insinuates tbat such reasoners as I-Inn\(- 
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an
 Fox are reprehensibJe for serving records ot 
past ages like 
tern lights of a vessel, instead of 
like Dlodern n100ns to carriages (for 1000n8 
evidently ran in the \vriter's head), \ve are puzzled 
bet\veen ,vhat he says and ,,,hat he THeans. 
Froln his o\vn 'Yord
 \ve are bound to take it 
for granted that he weans to condemn rea- 
soning, and to approre of a pertinacious ad- 
herence to records, ho\\'ever inconsistent and 
contradictory; \"hereas, hy his intended simile, 
]}e ùJa )H
';; he r
asoners for making use of re- 
cords; for, if 8terl Jights IHost serve as a sinlile, 
rccurd
 arc certainl} 1110rc analogous to then1 
than to carri1g-e lUOOIlS, \vhich are concurrent 
" 


aids. that sho\v the driver nothing' but the ,,"ay 
before hiln, anq are not of the least use to those 
travellers \\'ho are cOIning after on tIle Sanle 
}"oad; stern lights, on the contrary, are ]ntl- 
DlatÌons at sea, frolD those \\"ho go hefore to 
those \\'ho follù\v, of the track to he pursued. 
The truth, I believe, is, that the author docs 
not kno\v the use of stern lights, and inlagines 
that mariners illnn1inate aft to anluse fh,hcs in 
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tbe ,vakes of their ships. Records, no douht, 
are Dloral, as ship lauthorns are physical lights 
to guide; l)ut treachery or ignorance, in either, 
Dlay mislead, in ,vhich case the seanlan \viII con.. 
suIt his compass and the inquirer his reason :If:. 


* I was unwilling to interrupt the reader at 
he last 
quotation from 1\lr. Fox, but I beg leave here to say a fe\v 
words relative to the insinuated calumny on tbe catholic 
l}riests of Ireland, to which I then alluded. As I have before 
observed, it is easy to see, that this attack, under cover of 
assailing the Jesuits, is aimed at catholics in general. The 
priests in Ireland are charged, in the pamphlet, with great 
'Vcnality and corruption of morals, and this, the writer says, 
may be affirmed ,vithout the fear of contradiction. 'fo notice 
this ßlander is aUowing nlyself to ùe led froDl my particular 
subject into the general one; I will not, therefore, dwell 
upon it, but, referring the reader to a volume of indisputable 
authority, though written by a catholic (Dr. l\Iilner's In- 
fluiry into certain vulgar Opinions, Letter xviii), for an 
jnteresti
g account of the Irish clergy and of the Irish poor
 
I ,viiI content myself with extracting a note, or rather 
reference, fron1 page ] 82 of the book. "If, gentlemt>ll, 
you are not unJer the influence of very gross prejudice
 
you will, in receiving representations of the necessitous 
state of Ireland
 D1aturc1y weigh the allegations of men, 
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Eut to return from this digression to Rapin. 
We learn from birD, tbat Elizabeth herse]f, 


who have stigmatized, and still stigmatize as tbe last of 
n13nkind, some of the most de9{>rving and useful mcu in 
 
the comn1unity. There are among them preachers and 
teachers of the first excellence: there are men of profound 

rudition, men of nice classical taste
 and nlen of the best 
critical acumell. They are not formed, it is true, to sbine 
in the dra\,,'ing-room or at the tea-table; nor are such 
tlualifications very desirable in {'hurcbmen; for you ,,-ell 
\ . 
kllO'V, that the refined manners of fashionabte life are often 
as incompatible with Christian moraJìty, as tbe grosser 
",ices of the vulgar herd. Their manners are" in general,. 
decent; but their exertions are great, their zeal is indefati", 
gaLle. See theln in the most inclement seasons, 3t the nlost 
unseasonable bours, in the n10st uncultivated parts, amidst 
the poorest and most \vretched of ß1ankind! They are 
always ready at a call; nothing can deter them; the sense 
of duty surmounts every obstacle! Anù there is no re\vard 
for them in this \varld ! The good effects of their zeal are 
visible to every impartial and liscerning JIìinù; Ilohvith- 
standing the many great disadvantages under which it la- 
bours. For instance, you D1ay often find a parish so exten- 
.,ive and populous as to require two or three clergymen 
prop
r1y to serv
 it, and Y6t the POVel.'ty of the parish is 
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whom no one \vill charge with over-tenderness, 
reprobated the cruelties J}ractised upon the 
cdtholics. "Mean,,"hile," says he, "the queen 
sent for tbe judges of the realm, nnd sharpI y 
reproved thefT! for having been too severe in the 
tortures they had Inade these Inen suffer *.n 
\Ve have on] y to reflect 011 this passage of 


such as to be scarcely able to maintain one in a tolerably 
dcc
nt lllanner. I could point out many other ùisadyall- 
t.lgCS, but I forbear at present/' &c.-" After aU, the good 
effects are so conspicuous, that
 I repeat it, the lower orders 
of Irishmen are better instructed in the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity than the lower orders of Englishmen." 


I cannot speak of the catholic priests in Ireland from my 
own knowledge, but the information I have received'- from 
friends ,yen acquainted with the subject, fully corroborates 
this character of them. 'Vith such a character, ahead y drawn 
before the public 'with genuine marks of eandour, is it pos- 
sible that any \\ riter to the public should, in calumniating 
it, say, that there was no fear of his being contradicted? 
'Vao; he not contradicted, if I may use the expression, by 
anticipation? But uncongenial records are useless things, 
like stern ligltts. 


ok, Rapin's IIistory of England, vol. ii, page S44
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, 
Rapin, to appreciate the evidence furnished by 
the state trials of those days, the actio in pro-. 
ditores, ßnd tlle reporters of " Crilnille]s de 
Lege l\lajesté," so often cited Ly the enemies of 
tl1c Jesuits. It ,vas not onl y in catholic coun- 
tries, \ve see, that the l'aek and otller modes of 
torture ,vere made the tests of truth; but they 
llavc been so long abhorred by Englishn1en, that 
I fondly believed that there \vas not one anlung 
us \vho ,vould allow binlself to cite the efficacy 
of tllem as a proof in any argument.. 1'heir 
inefficacy, indeed, may justly be cited in testi
 
I 
mony; for \vhat they extort is in all probability 
false, \VIlat they fail to extort is in all proba- 
bility true. If this )'easoning be sound, ho\v 
many blameless, how nlany yirtuous 111en has 
the hand of party in this country consigned to 
cruel deaths:9(:! I n addition to ,,'hat Ra}Jin 


* Hume saysl that Campion '\Vas pnt to the rack, and
 
confessing his guilt, was publicly executcd. The cOl1fes.. 
sion of guilt is not so clearly proved as the puttinó to the 
rack. In the life of Campion the confession is denied; 
a
d what Hume himself says imm
diately before is strong 
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:;tates of Elizabeth, it is not irrelevant to add 
here ,vhat Calnden reports of her on the same 

ubject: he tells us express] y, that she thought 
Dlost of the priests were innocent, or, 'v hich is 
the same thing, that she did not believe 
them guilty. His words are, Plerosque tamelJ 
ex niseilis Ids sacerdotibus exitii in patrian 
confland: conscios fuisse non credidit * . 


Of the fairness of their trials in still later 
times, those of Charles II, \ve have specimens 
in Hume's History. Why ,","as not Hume 
quoted by the writer of the pam})hlet ? We 
find more of Jesuits in his pages than in 
Rapin's, and something against them too; but 
llume, like Robertson, \vas guided by principle 


against the imputed suilt, that he and Parsons were sent to 
explain the buH of Pius, and to teach that the subject
 of 
Elizabeth were not bound by it to rebel against her.-See 
Tol. v, chap. xli, page 238. 


+:. Page 327 , cd ition 16 15. 


H 
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on this subject; tbat is, he stated the character 
of tbe order from the pictures ,vhich he had 
received of it; but, at the san1e time, he ex- 
posed the injustice of the trials in \\?hich the 
Jesuits ,vere involved, and tIle invalidity of the 
evidence produced against thenl. The ,,,hole of 
bis sixty-seventh chapter is, in fact, ho\veyer 
unintended, a memorial in favour of the Jesuits, 
and a pl1ilippic on their enen1ies. As these 
pages may fall into the hands of sonle persons 
who may not ha\
e the opportunity or the ]cisure 
to read this portion of his history, I shalilnake 
the follo,ving extract, as a testinlony of the 
horrid injustice practised in former tin1es; and 
I aln very much mistaken if any man of feeJing 
and sound intellect \viIl1 g ead it \vithout indi
na- 
'-' 
tion against the Oateses and Bedloes of the ])re- 
sent day.-" But even during the recess of par- 
liament there ,vas 110 interruption to the prosecn- 
tion of the catholics accust.d: the king found hi[n- 
5elf obliged to give ,vay to this I)opuIar fury. 
'Vbitebread, provincia] of the Jesuits, Fe
'yic. 
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Gavan, Turner, and Harcourt, all of them of 
tIle same order, ,vere first brought to their trial. 
Besides Oates and Bedloe, Dugdale, a ne,," wit- 
ness, appeal'ed against the prisoners. 1'his 
n1an had heen ste\vard to lord Aston, and, 
though poor, posses
cd a character some\vhat 
Inore' reputable than the other t\'"o; but llis 
account of the intended massacres and assas- 
sinations \vas equall r Illonstrous and incredible. 
l-le eyen asserted, that t\VO hundred thousand 
papists in England \vere ready to take up arms. 
1'he prisoners proved, by sixteen \vitnesses fronl 
St. Onlers, students, and most of then1 young 
men of fanlÏly, that Oates was in that senlinary 
at the tillle \vhen he s\vore that he ,vas in 
London: hut, as they \vere catholics, and dis- 
ciples of the Jesuits, their testimony, both \vith 
the judges and jury, \vas totally disregarded. 
Even the reception, ,vhich they 11let \vith in 
court, \VdS full of outrage and 1l1ockery. One 
of theln saying, that Oates al\,yays continued at 
St. On1ers, if he could believe hi
 senses; 'you 
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papist
,' said the chief justice, , are taught not 
to believe your senses.' I t must be confessed, 
that Oates, in opposition to the students of St. 
Omers, found Illeans to bring evidence of his 
having been at tbat tilDe in London: but this 
evidence, though it llad, at that tilDe, the ap
 
pearance of sonle solidity, ,vas after,,"ards dis, 
covered, ,vhen Oates himself ,vas tried for per- 
jury, to he altogether deceitful. In order far- 
ther to discredit that ,vitness, the Jesuits proved, 
by undoubted testinlony, that be bad perjured 
himself in father Ireland's tria], \VhOll1 they 
showed to haye been in Staffordshire at the YeT} 
fme when Oates S\Vore that Jle ,vas committing 
treason in Londou. But an these pleas availed 
them nothing against the general prejudice,. 
1
hey l"eceived sentence of death; and ,,'ere 
executed, versisting to t11eir last hrt.:}ath, in the 
most solemn, earnest, and deliberate, though 
disregarded, protestations of their innocence 
 ." 


* Hume's JIistory of England, vot ,'iii, l:hap. I
yiì. 
rage 110. 
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I must not forget, that I an) still producing 
the authorities quoted against the Jesuits. 
Having been led by these into flddncing the 
favourable testimony of Hnme, I mean not to 
dissem ùl
 his ohjections to the order: these are, 
their zeal for proselytisnl, and their cultivation 
if learning for the noltrisll1nent of 
'uJ)erstition. 
The zeal for prosElytisnl, in itself, can be no 
crime; and, if unconnected ,vith the treasons. 
persecutions, and vices, so abundantly charged 
upon the catholics, it is a natural sentiment of 
the mind. It is indeed that propensity, \vhich. 
so '7iolent1 y condemned in catholics, has been 
tbe chief propagator of every sect since the re- 
forluation to the present n10nlent, and not with- 
out symptoms of rebellion, and even of king- 
}íilling. Some instances, to show this, will 110t 
be uninteresting here. The heads of the re- 
fornlers, in Scotland, as ,\\re are informed by 
Ilunle, being desirous to propagate their prin- 
ciples, entered privately into a bond, or associ a.. 
tion, and called themsel,"es tbe cOl1gregafÎCJll 0 .. 
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lhe Lord, in contradistinction to the established 
church, ,,,hich they denominated the congrega- 
tion of Satan. The tenonr of tbe boud ".as as 
follows: -" "r e, perceiving ho\v' Satan, in his 
melnbers, the autichrist of our tiIue, does cruelly 
rage, seeking to overthro\v and to destroy the gos.. 
J}cl of Christ and his congregation, oug-ht, accord- 
ing to our bounden duty, to strive, in our mas- 
ter's cause, even unto the death, being certain 
of the victory in him. We do therefore promise, 
befol.e tbe nlajesty of God and bis congregation, 
that we, by his grace, shaIl, with all diligence, 
continually apply our ,vhole po\ver, substance., 
and our very Jives, to Inaintain, set for\vard, 
and establish,. the most bles
ed ".ord of God 
and his congregation; and shalllahour, by all 
possible nleaus, to bave faithful nlinister
, truly 
and purely to minister Christ's go
pcl and sa- 
craments to the people: \ve sball nlaintain thenl, 
}Iourish them, and defend theIn, the ,,,,hole con- 
gregation of Christ, and every n1cnlber thereof, 
by our whole po\\ycr, and at the halard of onr 
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lives, against Satan, and all "icked power, \\-110 
Dlay intend tyranny and trouble against the said 
congregation: unto ,vhich holy ,yord and con- 
gregation ,ve do join ourscl,
es; and ,ye for- 
sale and renounce the congregation of Satan, 
"ith all the superstitions, abomination, and 
idolatry thereof; and Illoreo'''er shall declare 
ou
selves Inanifestly enemies thereto, by this 
faithful prolllise before God, testified to this 
congregation by onf subscriptions.-At Edin- 
burgh, the third of Decenlber, 155i."- 
Hume adds; "Ilad the subscribers of this 
zealous league been content only to demand a 
toleration of the ne\v opinions, ho\vever incolll- 
patible their pretensions rnigbt have be
n \vith 
the policy of tbe church of Rome, tbey,,"ouId 
have had tbe praise of opposing tyrannical ]a"r
 
enacted to support an establishment prejudicial 
to civil sOl:iety: but, it is plain, that they carried 
their yie\vs nUlch farther; and their practice 
imulediately disco,"ered the spirit by \vhich they 
""ere dctuated. Supported by the authority. 
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which they thought belonged to them as th 
congregation of the Lord, they ordained, tlla 
prayers in the vulgar tongue should be u ed in 
all tbe parish churches of the kingdom; and, 
tbat preaching and the interpretation of the 
scriptures should be practised in pr 1 vate houses, 
tin God should UIO\PC the prince to grant public 
preaching by faithful and true ministers. Such 
bonds of ðssociation are always the forerunners 
of rebellion; and tbis violent invasion of the 
established religion was the actual commence- 
ment of it:l(: ." 


'Vhatever the catlJolic zeal may bave pro- 
duced, nothing can exceed the inso]ence and 
seditious spirit of the reformers. Knox's usual 
appclIation of the queen of Scotland, the un.. 
fortunate l\Jar), ""as Jezebel. "Th
 J}o)itical 
principles of that D1al1, ,,'hich he communicated 


* Hmne's History of England, vol. v, chap. xxxviii þ 
page 22, &c. 
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to his brethren, were <lS full of sedition as hi! 
theological ,,-ere of rage and bigotry *." 'Vas 
there no treason, ,vas there no regicide doctrine 
in the foIlo\ving brutal speech, \"hich he ad- 
dressed to her? -" Sarnuel feared not to slay 
Agag, the fat and delicate king of AOlalek, 
,vh
m king Saul had saved: neitber spared 
Elias Jezebel's false prophets, and ßaal's priests. 
Phineas ,vas no nlagistrate, yet feared he not to 
strike Cozùi and Zinlri. And so, madam, your 
grace may see, tbat others than chief Inagistrates 
Inay la\vfuII y inflict J1unishnlent on such crimes 
as are condemned by the lu\v of God * ." 


Is it not the zeal for proselytism, that daily 
thins the established church of England, and 
increases the congregations of the innumerable 
denominations of sectaries, ,vhicb are tolerated 
in tbis country, and of \\?hich each, if it could, 
,vould make its o,,"n universal? Even in pri., 
,.ate and tenlpcrate characters a conformity of 


'* I Iunle. 


I 
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soul is one of tbe bases of friendship. The de
 
sire of impressing our sentilnents and opinions 
upon the nlinds of tbose ,,,pe love is the source of, 
intercourse; \ve should be dumb \vithout it. 
I t is not "\vonderfuI, thdt this spring of tbe 
social systeln should extend to the principles of 
J'e1igion; and to sa)
 that a Christian is zealous 
to Dlake a Pagan a Christian is to bestow tbe 
llighest praise upon hiln. If the refoflned D1is- 
sionaries deserye this praise, it cannot be refused 
to the Jesuits. :Kotbing, in fact, can be 1110rc 
]audaùle than such a zeal, and all t11at can be 
()
jected to it is foreign to its real nature. The 
treasons and crilnes, \vhicll bave been imputed 
to tIle Jesuits, IIullle llimself has sho\vn \\"ere 
falsely charged to them. Vice is not inherent 
in any profession of faith; it is inherent in the 
co)'rupted nature of Ulan. COlTI))are a KnòÀ 
with a Bordaloue, a Pryune \vith a Beauregard 
or a Bossuet, al1d \ve shall be blind if ".C do not 
perceive the difference bct,,,"ccn the zeal ,vl1Îch 
actuates the Chri
tian, and that "7hich lcads to 
treason and to crime. 
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IIume's other objection to the Jesuits ,vas, 
" their cultivation of learning for the nonrish- 
Jnent of superstition." N O\V ,,'e \"ery \vell kno\v 
]lO\V far his idea of superstition extended, and 
tbat it did not fall :',hort of the \\' hole system of 
revealed religion. It is not necessary to d \\7ell 
10ng upon this 01
jection. 'lhe' superstition 
,vhich is injurious to mankind, Innst be. the 
offspring of ignorance; and, no ouc denies, that 
ignorance and 
upcrstition \vere yerr prevalent 
in the dark ages of the \yorld, and even long 
after the revival of letters; no one denies, that 
,,"eak and il1iterate Ininds, of ,,'hatever persua
 
sion, are )Tet prone to it. 'Vhat is Ineant by 
the superstition nourished by learning can on]y 
be the impression of mysteries, ,,,hich the un- 
derstanding, ho\vever puzzled, finds suflicicnt 
grounds to entertain, and on \\"hich to build hopes 
of an in1D1aterial and Î1nlnortal connexion \\'itb 
the Supreme Being. Th
s kind of snper:stition, 
or rather this religious ilnpres
ion, has ever 
been cherished by the nob]est n1Înds, and [DrIlls 
a pronlincnt part of the character of learned. 
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D1eß of all persuasions. Attached, m}self, to 
the church of ElJglaud, it is, nevertheless, clear 
to me, that the Rt'formation has generated the 
most absurd superstitions; and I cannot con- 
cei,"e that there is a man, of unbiassed Inind 
and good sense, ,,,ho ".ould not rather embrace 
all that has been re renched from the catl10lic 
creed, than adopt tbe spurious abominations 
and hla
phemics ,,,hieh, e,"ery ,vhcre, under the 
sereen of toleration, di
grace the ,,,,orld. But 
I 
l1n not hert' entering into a defence of the 
Roman church, or into a derision of.the vagaric
 
which have sprnng frolD ilnaginary rationality, 
or Inisapp1ied enthu
iasm; DIY only purpose ""as 
to sl}eak of IIume's authority; and I shall quit 
the su
ject of superstition to turn to that of 
casuistry, to \vhich he also alludes. 


And here it is that the deadliest blo\\
 is ainlc<<1 
against the Jesuits. If th
ir system of 1l1oralit}. 
makes virtues - of "prevarication, perjury, and 
every crinle, \\,hen it serves g losl(1 pUl'l)05eS,'
 
the reproach is fatal. On this head.2 the \vrÎtf'r 
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of the panlp111et gives us no string of casuists, to 
confound the orùer at once. Desirous either of 
clearing 
l\vay or substantiating tbis charge, and 
reco1]
cting the remark of Voltaire, \yhich I 
bave already cited, tbat "the extra\?agant 
notions of a few Spanish and Flemish Jesuits 
were artfull!! ascribed to the 'lvhole societ.lJ," I 
inquired more particular] y into the character 
and objects of the casuists of the order; and, 
the ß10re I reflected, tIle Dlore I \vas convinced 
of the n1aIignity of the adversaries of the so- 
ciety, on ".hom the charge might ,veIl be turned, 
changing Hume'-s derisive epithet of ghostly 
into t".o other qualifying \vords, viz. rebel- 
liolls and revolutionary; for ,\'ho will deny 
tl1at pl'eVllrication, pprjury, and every crinze, 
have been resorted to, and justified for rebel.. 
lions and revolutionary purposes? 


In sue1. a number of casuistical ',"Titers, it IHay 
De imagined, that sorne have erred. The Jesuits 
never ,yishcd to defend thenl. It may be pre- 
sumed, that th
 number of errors ,vas not great, 
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since' their cnelllies found it necessary to coulmit 
so many falsifications to lllake up the volume of 
l\SSERTIO
S. In nlall)' instances, the authór of 
tlIat book attributes to the casuist, opinions 
\vhich he only cites to refute. In nloral theo- 
logy the Jcsuit
 had t\yO rules, fro OJ \yhich felY 
of thenl ever dcviat
d; one ".as, to folIo\v the 
opinions ,,'hich ,vere most conznlon; the other, 
never to defend an opinion ,vhen prohibited OIi 
condemned by the holy see. Sonle of their 
casuists taught doctrines, \"hich, in their titHe, 
"yere the most usual in schools, but \vIJich \\""er6 
afterwards condelnned or proIlibitcd at Rome. 
Their enemies imputed these doctrines to theIU 
as crImes. 1'he Dorninican and Franciscar. 
casuists Inigbt have heen equally charged; but, 
as ,r oltaire obscryed, it ,,"auld not ha\"c ou- 
sleered tile purpose. 
The chief casuists, colIected to fll1sn'er tIle 
purpose in the ne,v conspiracy against the Jesuits, 
'lre the follo\ving: LanlY, l\Ioyn, IJanny, Ber- 
rnyer, Casncdi, and Benzi. Since, next to tIll" 
Jlonila Secreta, that infanlous forgery 
o corr.- 
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p1etely exposed in the so bsequcnt Letters, the 
1\ y riter of the pamphlct relies on the immoral 
doctrines to be found in tl1e ,yritings of these 
priests, 1et us see on ,,'hat foundation they stand. 
I shall first observe, that the L-lpology for tlu! 
Casuisl,'j', said to be published by the Jesuits, 
so far from being avo\\red as a \vork of their 
o\vn, ,vas disavowed by the superiors of the- 
order, and condelnncd by tbe pope and IHany 
prelates. I t "'as ,vritten by Pere Pirot, ,vho 

eemed, in a manner, determined to justify 
Pascal's Satires, by defending certain opinions, 
in spite of their having been condemned, as 
D'Avl"igny informs us, in his l1Ienzoires C/zro1Zo.- 
logilJues et Dognlafiques pour selTir à l'Ilis/oire 
Ecclesiaslique depllis 1600 jusqu' ell 1716} 
'1c. *' 
1'1he author lan1ents the hard. fatc of rcliaÌot1S 
. 
 
!orieties, of ,,?hich he obser\yes, que toule faule 
persullelk dans le jugenzent dll public dpvient 
une faille generale, et les erifans portent l'ini- 
'lllilé de leurs peres jusqll'à la troisieme et fa 
tj,uatrieJlle general ion. 
* T .. 
om. 111 p. S75. 
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The Course '!f Theology, by LA
IY, is classed 
lvith the Apology, as justifying murder, &c. 
This author \vas a Neapolitan, whose name \vas 
Al\IICI, and the ,,'ol'k, fron1 whith the charge 
in question is extracted, consists of nine volumes 
folio! The proposition attributed to hin), to 
blacken hinl as a esuit, \vas not his, nor ever 
adopted by hiln. It had heen taught, long 
before, by the celebrated casuist Navarre, and 
otbers totalJ y unconnected \vith tte Jesuits. 
Amici Dlentions it, and alleges the reasons \vhicl1 
bad been given in snpport of it, but adc1s, 110- 
1ll1lluS a nobis (h(J.?c) ita sint dicta 'lit COl11/JlUn;, 
sententiæ adversputur', sed tantunt dispzetllndi 
gratia proposita. The proposition \vas omitted 
altogether in the second edition of his \\'"ork, and, 
being forInaIly condcnlned by ...l\lexander V If, 
in 1665, "'as never after defended by any catholic 
divine. 


. 


l\10YA seelns to 11ave been a very ,'irtuous.. 
man, though, perhaps, rath
r indiscreet in his 
zeal for the credit of his society. The facts are 
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Jlese: a book had been published by one Gre..:. 
gory Esclapey, reproaching the Jesuits with 
teaching many erroneous doctrines. To this 
work l\Ioya published an ans\ver, under the 
name of Guimenius, in ,vhich he professedly 
db
tains fron1 all inquiry into the merits of the 
doctrines; but, being itnputed to the Jesuits by 
their adversary, he undertakes to sho,,', that 
they ,vere not responsible for them, as they did 
not originate '\vith them, having been taught by 
the older divines, previous to the existence of 
the order. The doctrines were condemned at 
Rome in 1666, and l\Ioya, in the third edition 
of hi
 work, proves the justice of the condemn- 
ation, by entering into a refutation of them. 


B\UNV lived at tbe same time. He was the 
intimate friend and confidant of tbe famous 
cardinal de la Rochefoucault, archbishop of 
Sens, and reformer of the Benedictines. He 
\\' as after\vards a zealous missionary in Bretagne, 
under the bishop of St. Pol de Leon. He died 
of bis missionary labours. If he treated others 


K 
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\,"ith Ieni ty, it is certain he did not spare hinlseIf: 
His "SoD1me des Pechés" ,vas "Titten, as he 
infornls 11S, by the positive order of a bi
hop, 
probably tbe bishop of St. Pol, and it ,vas 
published by order of the bishop, nnaccorn- 
panied by the sanction or approbation of an}" 
Jesuit; nor "'as it used in their schools, conse- 
CjuentI y, its doctrines ure no\\'ise attributable to 
the society. It contains seyeral relaxeù propo- 
sitions, deserved} y censured by the French 
clergy in 1642. 


BERRUYER is stated by the panlphlet-\vriter 
to have been convicted of blasphenlY, and 
condemned by Benedict XIII and Clement 
XIII. Thi
 is not true; he never \\?as con- 
victed of bJasphenlY. lIe u"as not a casuist. 
His "IIistoire du Peuple de Dieu" ,,,,"as cen- 
sured and condemned by Benedict XI,r and 
Clelnent XIII. lIe ,vas a I1lan of ll1uch eru- 
dition, and nlaster of an agreeahle anù grace- 
ful style, but fond of extraordinary o})Ìnions. 
The chief faults imputed to him are, that he 
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disparages the sinlpHcity and majesty of the 
inspired books, by rhetorical tropes and figures, 
and modern phraseology; and that he discourses 
on the hnnlanity of the Redeemer in a manner 
that 
eenlS to fayour the ancient heresy of tbe 
Nestorians. The French Jesuits disavo\ycd the 
',york, and subnlitted unanirl10usly to the con- 
delnnation of it. It is rather surprising, that 
this author should have b
en cited alTIOng 
the casuists by the ,vriter of the panlphlet, 
,,,ho, if he had read the imputed blasphenlY, 
,vonld have found in it something of pro- 
testant principles, pushed even beyond the 
reform adopted by our church, refusing the 
l''irgin l\Iary the title to her being mother of 
our Saviour in his divine nature. But what does 
this signify? It is enough to have heard that the 
book \vas condemned by a pope, no Inatter 
,,'hich; it could not haye been condcnlned \vith- 
out being blasphemous; and \yho could suspect, 
that a Jesuit had any correspondent sentimen
 
\\.ith protestants? 
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CASNEDI was of a noble and ancient 
JjJanese 
farni1y; a man of great learning, zeal, and J)iety. 
He maintained, that the moral merit or demerit 
of an action depended upon tbe belief and 
intention of the agent. A very simple and 
incontrovertible ))roposition; but, bcing e",- 
pressed in ardent terms, not unlike those used 
by the fanatical orators of the present day, it 
Inakes a flaming sho\v among the at"ticles of 
impeacblnent no\\" instituted against the ""hole 
society of Jesus. 


BENZI is represented in several French and 
Italian lihels in the foul colours cOI}ied by tbe 
"yriter of the panlphlet. lIe ""as a respectable 
and much injured D1au. lIe \vas uniyersaHy 
)"evercd il1 ,r enice, where he ,vas a distinguished 
director and preacher. Far from teaching the 
horrors inl})uted to him, he lnere]y ga'"e an 
9pinion, in \vriting, on being consulted, \"hether 
certain trespasses \verc to be considered as cases 
'reserved or not reserred. It \\Tas merely a 
questio juris, a technical oJ)inion, and not a 
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òecision on the sul
ect lllatter. l\falice and 
calumny did the rest. 


This, I òelieve, is the triumphant list of 
casuists dra\vn up, ral1k and file, to confront and 
confound the \vhole society to \vhich they are 
ßaid to ha\"e belonged. l'he phiJosopher Bayle 
te1Is us, that the writers in those days "had 
only to })ublish boldly \vhatever they chose 
against the Jesuits, they might be certain of 
convincing an infinite number of people. The 
J}rejudice against them had becoDle so general, 
tl)at, let them bring fOf\vard ,,'hat proofs they 
might, it \vas not possible for them to undeceive 
the ,,"or]d." And he adds; "But J cannot 
imagine ho\v the rules of morality sufter such 
an abuse of public prejudice:lf:." Had he lived 
till now, be would have seen, that there are 
heads of tl1e nineteenth century \vhicb can 
.,nagine it very virtuous to excite, foment, and 
augment prejudice on the same sul
ect, in order 


* Bayle, article Loyola. 
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to gratify the vanity of \vriting, or the unfounded 
spleen of a less relenting }1hilosophy than his 


O'Vl1. 


The great sources of such lÛstorica 1 proofs 
as have been alllassed by the ne,v conspiracy 
against the Jesuit., being proyed to he irnpure 
and l1n\yorthy of credit, it becon1es as unne- 
cessary as it is disgusting to \vade through the 
lTIud and filth of the mass of obscure parnphlets 
referred to by the \vriter of the pamphlet, such 
as "Prynlle's hidden Works of Darkness," and 
" RODle's l\lasterpiece," "Relnarks of a Por- 
tllgueze," " A true and certain Relation of S11I1- 
'-' 
òry l\lachinations and Plot
 of the Jesuits," 
"The Anatorny of Popish Tyranny," " Recit 
des desseins les plus Secrets des Jesuites," 
(( Jesnites 
Iarchands," "Recueil des Procès 
contre les Jesuites," " Idée generale des Vices," 
&c. &c. There is, ho\
ever, one Jnore of the 
catalogue, ,vhich I \viII notice, to prove still 
farther the dishonesty of the nlcans taken by the 
11e\V conspirators to blacken tl)e Jesuits; it i\\ 
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(, Le Franc Discours, or the :\Icmorial pre- 
sented to Henry IV against them." Did it not 
becoßle an inquirer into the truth of the accu- 
!ations, to state the ans\ver of IIenry IV to tIle 
accuscrs of the Jesuits? An ans""er ,\-hich, in 
itself alone, is 
nough to vindicate the society, 
and unveil the imUlense and cornplicated engino 
so long since put in n10tion for its destruction; 
and so irresistibl y and sl1ccessfully en}ployed, in 
the course of time, by the fraIners of it. Pius "II 
Ì') not the first, \"ho has recalled the Jesuits; the 
great and good Henry IV recalled theIn, after 
they had been bani
hed froln his kingdom by 
the machinations oÍ their enelnies. Then it 
\vas, that he ,vas Ineillorialed; that reInonstrance 
upon reillonstrance \vas laid before bil11: but 
IIenry \vas not easily ilnposed upon by pas- 
sionate a

evcrations, nor made the dupe of eo- 
,rious persecutions. On the parlian1ent delay- 
ing to gi,-e efièct to his edict for the re-estab]ish. 
Illent of the Jesuits, he informed thenl, that he 
,vas deteru1ined to be obeyed; but he admitted 
a deputation of some of their members, with 



72 AUTHORITIES CO
rPARED 


. 
their first president, Harlay, at their head, \vho 
,vent to the palace to state ane\v their remon. 
strances. Dupleix, a French historian, says 
that Ilarlay n1ade a long harangue to the king, 
\vhich " ,vas ratller an invective, filled \yith all 
the abuse and outrage in tbe pleadings of Pas- 
quier and .t\rnaud, in the Catechisnl of Pas- 
quieT, and in the \vork entitled Franc Avis, 
against the society, than the speech of a states- 
man *." Henry's reply 1ies at tl1Ìs moment be- 
fore me on the tabJe, and, I think, I should 
be \\1'anting to the cause of truth and justice, if 
I neglected to insert it here. It is rather long 
for a quotation, but it cannot be tedious, and I 
am certain, that every unprejudiced reader "rill 
be gratified ,vith the perusal of it. 


" It is very kind, it is vel.Y kind of you to be 
so careful of lny person and my kingdom. I 
kno\v your meaning perfectly; but you do not 
know mine. You haye started difficulties, to 


* Dupleix's History of France. 
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your thinking, very great and considerable, and 
]ittle kl1on", that I hay thought on and consi- 
dered them all these eight or nine years past; 
and that the best resolu tions for the tiIl1e to 
conle are taken fronl reflections on things past, 
,,'bich I anI acquainted with better than any 
person ,vhnte,'cr. Yon set up for Inighty states- 
tuen, and understand state affairs no Inore than 
I do the dra,ving the report of a cause. As to 
the affilir of Poissy * things would have gone 
much better for the catholics, if all of you had 
acted your part as ""ell as a Jesuit or t\VO, \vho, 
very luckily, 11appened to be there. There 
clearly appeared, not the ambition, but the abi- 
lities of the Jesuits; and I do not understand 
ho\v yon can Inake those ambitious, ,vho refu
e 
dignities and prelacies, and make a vow to God 
uever to aspire to any preferlnent; and, ,,"ho 
seck nothing in this ,,,"orld besides serving all 
that are ,villing to eJuploy tbem, ,vithout any 


* An assembly of the clergy was held at Pois",y, in 156J, 
where James Laynez, then general of the Jesuit
, refuted 
the impieties of Beza, in the presence of the French court. 


L 
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vie,v of interest or l o ecou1pence. If the nanle of 
Jesuit displease )TOU, \vhy not find fault ,vitI. 
those, \vho stile thell1sel ves religious of the 
Trinity; v.Thy not say, that your daughters are 
as rnu{,h religious as the nUllS, called here daugh- 
ters of God *; and that you aloe ai Inuch of my 
order of the I-Io1y 9host as Jlly knights and my- 
se1f? For my part, I \vould as soon, or rather, 
be called Jesuit, than Augustinian or Don1inican. 
As to t e churchmen, ,,,ho except against theIn, 
jgnorance has al\vays borne a grudge to learning j 
and I observed, \vhen I began to sI>eak of re- 
e'}tahl ishing the Jesuits, that t\VO sorts of per- 
sons opposed this design; tbose of the pretended 
refoflned religion, and churchmen of irregular 
conduct,. \vhich has gained them still greatel" 
credit and rep
tation. If the Sorbonne you talk 
of has condemned tben1, it \vas, quite like you, 
,]rithout kno\ving them; and, if the old Sorbonnc 

 
,vould not o\vn thelf1 ort of jea10usy, the ne\v 
Sorbonne is very proud of, an
 esteenlS theln 
 if 


* Filles Dicu. 


.. 
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they \",ere not fixed in France before, God has 
reserved for Dle the bon our, \vhich indeed I 
esteelu a favour, of settling then}; and, if they 
\vere only provisionally admitted heretofore, 
tl1ey shall hencefof\\rard haye a pernlanent set- 
tlement, both by edict and arret. The ,viiI of 
my predecessors kept then} here, nJille shall 
establish them. The university opposed them, 
either because they excelled' others (\vitness the 
"ast concau rse of sèholars to thei r colleges), or 
because they ",'ere not incorporated in the uni- 
versity, \vhich \yill not be refused when I order 
it; and \vhen I shall see that tbey stand in need 
of being better regulated. Yon say, that _ the 
greatest men of your parJiament bave learned 
nothing from them: if the oldest are the 
ost 
learned, yon are certainly right; they had ended 

heir studies before the Jesuits had opened their 

('hools. Other parliaments, I am credihly 
informed" do not say so; nor, indeed, does all 
yours. They teach better than others; that is 
the true reason why, since their absence, your 
unÏ\'ersity is quite abandoned, and student,; 
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flock after these Inasters to Doua y, and othe 
pla(:cs, \vithill and ,,'ithout Iny kingdonl. '\ on 
say, they engage tbe brightest geniuses, they 
examine and J)ick out the best for their society: 
I cOIDlnelld tben1 for it. "Then I raise troops, 
I cbuse those ,,,bo are likely to turn out the 
best soldiers. "r ere there no 1'00111 for favour 
arllongst you, would yuu admit any, but ,,,hat 
were '\\orthy of being melnbers, and of having a 
sedt in your parliament? I heartily wish you 
received such only as are {Juite deserving, and 
that virtue \vere al,,'ays the badge and distinctive 
mark in posts of honour. If the Jesuits served 
the public \\,ith ignorant masters and preachers, 
yon \vonld despise them; and no\v, that they 
employ in your service Inen of ,,
jt and capacity, 
you are not J}leased" As to the great estates, 
you say, they possesf)ed, it is all ca]unlß y and 
ilnposture; and I very ,yell kno\v, by the ac- 
count of the estates re-aunexed to the cro\vn, 
that seven or eight masters could not be main
 
tained at BOl1rges and Lyons; \yhereas, ,,
hen 
the Jesuits ,,,,ere there, they ,,'ere thirty or forty 
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in number. But should there be any difficulty 
in this respect, I have provided against it in 
my edict. To call them a factiolls society, for 
being concerned in the league, is a repråach 
that falls only on the times. They thought 
they did ,veIl: lllany others ,vere concerned, 
\vith \VhOlll they were mistaken and deluded; 
and they ou"n no\v, that they IJave found my 
intentions ([uite contrary to \vhat they had pre.. 
conceÏ\yed. But, I anI inclined to believe, they 
acted \vith less malice than others, and that the 
san1e disposition
 \vith the favour
 they recei \'e 
from me, will make them as affectionate to Dle, 
even more so, than they ever were to the league. 
It is olüected, they get footing in cities and 
towns by all nleans they can: so do others: I 
myself got into my kingdom as \vell as I could. 
I t must be o,vned, that, with their wonderful 
patience and regular way of life, they may com. 
pass ,,"'hat they will; and their great care not 
to change or alter any thing in their i
titute 
will be tlIe cause of their stability and long 
conti lllallce. 1'he, ow of obedience they make 
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to the pope ".ill 110t subject then} more to Ius 
".ilJ, than the oath of allegiance they have taken 
to n1e ,vill bind thenl not to undertake any thing 
against their natural so,'ereign. But their YO\V 
does not extend to every thing, as is vainly 
pretended j they only Inakc a '
O'\" of obeying 
the lJolJe, ,,"ben he is pleased to send them to 
labonr for the encouragelnent of infidels j and, 
in fact, tbe Indies are converted by theln. As 
to the opinion of the pope, I kno,v he esteems 
them greatly; so do I. But you do not tel} 
me, that the pope \vas npol) the Jloint of seizing 
cardinal Bcllarluiuc's Works, at ROtl1e, for not 
al]o\ving hiln as great an extent of jurisdiction 
as other divines do: and yon studiously conceal 
,v hat the Jesuits have lately mainta.ined, that, 
tbough the pope could not err, Clernent might 
be mistalen. Upon the \vhole, I am }Jersuaded, 
that they say no Inore than otbers of the papal 
authority; and that, if opinions are to be tried, 
you DInst quarrel \vitb those of the catholic 
church. ] t is said, that tIle king of Spain 
employs Jesuits; I tell you, that I aID deter
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Inined to do the same; ,,'hy should France fàre 
:worse than Spain? Since all the \\'or1d judges 

helll useful to the public, let Ule ten you, I 
tllink thCII1 necc

aTY to my kingdoln. As to 
\ 
the doctrine, irnputed to then), of \vithdra\\'ing 
cl1urchmen frolll obedience to so\'ereigns, or 
tcachiug suhjects to attenlpt on their lives, it is 
proper to 
ce, on one side, "'hat they say, and, 
on the other, ,,,hat they teach their scholars.. 
\Vhat convinces 1l1e there is no such thing is, 
that, for these thirty years past, that they have 
taught in France, above fifty thousand scholars 
baye been bronght up in their colleges, have 
conversed and li\'ed \vith them, and not one has 
}get been found, in that vast nunlber, "\vho. pre- 
tends to have beard any such discourse among 
tLeru, or any thing con1ing up to the doctrine 
,,,,ith \vhich tbey are reproached. "That is Illore, 
ask protestant miuisters, that have Jived. and 
studied under theIn, how' the Jesuits Ji.e: to 
be sure, they ,,,ill not spare them, \\"ere it: only 
to justify their lea\"ing the society. I kno\\? thc: 
(luestion has been put to ßlany,.. and nothing 
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could ever be got froIll them, but tl)at their 
conduct and nloraIs \vere \vithout exception. 
Barriere was not encouraged, as you pretend, 
by any Jesuit. The first notice of tbat attempt 
I had froln a Jesuit: another t01d hiIn, he \vould 
be damned if he dared to go upon any such 
design. Châtel ne\?er accused them, nor could 
any torlnen ts extort any charge against Varade, 
or any other Jesuit. If anyone had been ac- 
cused, ho\v came you to spare him? The other 
Jesuit, that \vas seized, ,vas taken up on account 
of sonle printed papers found in his chamber. 
After aU, though a Jesuit had done that foul 
deed, \vhich I anI resolved to forget, Inust all 
the Jesuits suffer, must all the apostles be 
banished for one Judas? At that tÏtne God \vas 
pleased to hurnble and to save me, for \vhich I 
give him tllanks: be teaches me to forgive all 
óffences; and I have done it, freely and \vil- 
lingly, for his sake. I pray daily for nlY ene- 
mies; so far am I from }.ememhering "'''hat is 
past, as you advise me to do, not very like 
good Christians, for which I do not thank you._ 
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I'he Jesuit:5 are natives of my kingdom, and 
born ß1Y subjects; I \vill not harbour any sus- 
picion against tbose "Thorn their birth has placed 
under my government; and, if there should be 
any danger of their comlnunicating DIY secrets to 
the cnelnies of France, I ,,'ill take care to let 
them kno\v only ,,,hat I think fit.. Let me 
manage this afliÚr; I have gone through mdDY 
others much more difficult: and no\v I charge 
).OU to think of nothing farther, than doing 
\vhat I bid and command you to do." 


\Vith such a speecb in existence, is it not a 
disgrace to any man to cite against the society 
the re[110nstrance that gave occasion to it? I 
bave done, then, \vith this writer's inlpure and 
disgracefuJ authorities; and I should here pro- 
ceed inllnediate]y to the respectable, the noLIe, 
the Lri) )jaut list of authorities in favour of the 
Jesuits, but that I feel it proper previously to 
notice another attack upon them, from a Yer}' 
unexpected quarter, from one whom ,ve are 
alß10st conlfelled to consider as an unbiassed 
)1 
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assailant, since (besides being a gentleman and 
a member of the legislature) he does, in the 
very act of aiming the blo\v ,vhich hç gives, 
profess the Ilighest admiration, respect, and 
regard for them. "I am ready to adnlit," says- 
sir John Hippis1ey, "the nlerÌt of that body of 
catholics, as far as they are exercised in the 
secular ''falk of philosophical and classical in- 
struction; their schools and senlinaries have 
been the most cclebrated;' &c. Again;" It 
pains me to speak, in these ternls, of a com- 
munity, comprehending Inany highly respected 
ecclesiastics, and, ill the boson} of \vhich, many 
of my valuab1e friends bave received their edu- 
cation,U &c. But sir John'" " sense of duty 
overcomes his individual partialities *." 


In consistency ,vith tbese professions, sir Jobn 
seems desirous of confining his. objections to' 
some particulars; but be ,vas unable to conceal 
bo,v ,yilling he is to lay his axe to the tree, root 


* See the Substance of a Speech of Sir John Cox.c 
HipplSl I Bart., &c. 
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\11d branch; for he inserts a note to his speech, 
in which, not satisfied with protestant objections, 
he luxuriate
 in the citation of the " burning of 
more than fifty publications of Jesuit authors 
by the conl111on llallgman;" in the naming of the 
authors, u'hose books ,vere burned; and in re- 
cording the 'Tery terrßs of the sentence: se- 
ront lacerés et brulés, dalls la cour du palais, 
Jar l'executeur de la haute justice (the high 
office translated by sir John COnLnlOll ltwlg11zan) 
comme seditieux, destructifs de touie principe de 
la morale Chretienne, e1l8eignant une doctrine 
meurtrière et abominable, 12on-seulement contre 
la sureté de la vie des citoyens, mais llllme contre 
celie des persQnnet, sacrées des sOllveraills. To 
\v hich is added, a reference to a Portuguese 
work, for a complete list of the books burned. 
So much for sir John's sorrOlV in speaking, in 
the milder teru1S of his harangue, on his parti- 
cular objections, and for tile prefel'ence be 
\vould bave given to having his statement re- 
served for the consideration of a select comrllittee. 
The read(.lr, long before he arrives at this pre- 
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ference of secret publicity, ,vill baye learned, 
from ood authority, ho\\"1' to appreciate both 
the sentence and the judges that pronounced it; 
\\7bich sir John, hy his recording it, appears not 
to hJ.ve been able to ùo, in spite of the 'lllllllbei 
of /tis friendð", to ,,,l)Onl he might have applied 
for information of the s})irit that inflanled the 
parliament of Paris But let \18 see the parti
 
cu]ar objections made by Sir John IIippisley. 
Sir John states, that the general of the order 
Lein
 a Rus
jan, the ackllo\\'ledglnent of hiln by 
Jesuit, in other states is an instance of depend.. 
ence upon foreign jurisdiction. From this ob- 
jection, it is to be })resnlned, that sir Jolin credits 
tbe cOlupJete despotisln, and other horrors J 
,vhich bave been attributed to the character of 
the general, as \yell as tbe prostitution of reason 
and ,.irtue in an the menlbers of the order, in 
consequ"ence of the VO\\7 of obedience. Aud he 
e,'identJy aJ)prehends, tIlat, if ".e go to \var \"ith 
Russia, the constitution of Great Britain ",ill 
be endangered by the plots of Jesuits in this 
country! "'V e are," sa)'"s he, " at this hour, 
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n terms of anlity with Russia; within ho\v 
lihort a period \\'as it other\vise?" In neither 
country is catholicism the established religion, 
yet sir John sees, that Jesuits luay busy them- 
sel, es 
o founy with Greeks and Lutherans, that 
tIle pope ,viII be brought in. The o1
ection is 
really absurd; but, 011 tbe de..
potis1J1 of the ge- 
neral, and the blind obedience of the cOlnpa- 
nious of the order, I shall nJake some remarks, 
"Then I considèr the institute itself; at present, 
J shall oul y repeat, that these are calumnies to 
"ybich no nlan ,vould be a dupe, \\'ho had ever 
cast bis eye over the pages of that almost 
inspired hody of religions and moral statutes. 
rl"he general, as \vell as the ßleolbers of the 
cOllln1uuity, is bonnd by those la\vs. A general 
congregation Inay be assembled, without his 
consent, and in defiance of hilu, to make Ia\\Ts 
against bin): and" blind obedience is a sacrifice 
of pa
sion, not of redsun; Jesuits are to obey 
blindly, only \vhen they see clearly, that tIley 
Juay do so ,vithout a crilne, nay, \vithout the 
6lighte
t fault." The obedience ,,'hich all reli- 
gious, as ,,"e]l as Jesuits, paid to their chief 
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superior, ,vllo generally resided at Rome, "as 
"Tell understood to relate merely to their profes- 
sional duties. It ,vas first made an object of 
jealousy, e:\.clusively \vith regard to the Jesuits, 
at the time tbat the par1iaments ".ere studying 
every nlode of Inaking them odious; and, be- 
fore that time, the native country of their 
general ,vas a nlattcr of indifference. l'he 
native country of the pope was never alJeged as 
a motive for rejecting his authority. The obe- 
dience of the Jesuits ,vas' voluntary; and they 
knew, from their institute, that it l1e\yer could 
supersede the duty,\' hich they o\ved to the 
governlUellt under which they lived. Can sir 
John adduce a single instance of a Jesuifs 
betraying the country, or tbe government, \vhicb 
protected him? The first 8uperiors of the 
French Jesuits \vere Spaniards and Italians. 
The superior of the Venetian Jesuits, during 
the famous contest bet\veen that state and 
Paul ", ,vas a Frenchlnan. 


In friendly consideration for the instructors of 
his numerous valuablc friends, sir John informs 
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t e House of Comnlons, that, though the en1press 
of [lussia countenanced the fe-organization of 
the society u'ithiu her donlillions, " it \vas in a 
degraded state, to suit the vie\vs of ller policy; " 
and, in a note, he informs tbe ,,"orld ,at large, 
that "a correspondent of great cousideration 
observed, that the en1press ,,'as \vell ))leascd 
with the opportunity of snapping her fingers 
(nargllel') at the courts of ,r ersailles and l\Ia- 
drid, and sho\\'ing them and the world at large, 
that bhe could render the institution tractable 
by her superior authority and management; tbat 
is, that she could tanle \vild beasts, \vhich tlley 
,v ere forced to destroy *. I t is not for me to 


* Sir John infornls us (ibid. page 37), that "there i
 
evidence fully on record J) to show, that Frederic III, of 
Prussia, acted, with respect to the Jesuits, upon th{' 
" same principles, which influenced the measures of the 
empress Catherine." According to the principles I haye 
thought myself bounù to ascribe to her, this concurrence is 
not unlikely; but, it is very un1ikf>ly, that he pr
gerved 
them in his donlinions through the sad ambition of showing 

 power of managing thenl. lIe had declared, that he re- 



88 


.AUTHORITIES COl\ft>>ARE1J 


divine by "'hat means sir John, or his corre- 
spondent, obtained such possession of the secrets 
of Catherine's mind, as to be able to decide, Ï11 
tIle face of the world, tbat her conduct, in sav.. 
iog the Jestlits, ,vas guided hy petty motives of 
private interest, and especially the secret desire 
de narglle,., in phl1n English to jeer and jibe, 
to fleer and flont, the French and Spanish 
courts; but, if so, it evidently supposes SOllIe 
previous cause of dissatisfactiol1 ,,'ith those 
courts. \Vhat that cause ,vas it is for sir 
John or his correspondent to state: t tIle 
generality of men, I believe, it remains a lUYS- 
tery. I aIn ignorant of any such cause, and, 
being in the class of ordinary obser\ ers, I as- 
cribe the conduct of the empress to the Inore 
generons motÏ\yes, which she and her t\VO sue... 
cessors have avo\ved to the ,yorld. 1'hese are, 
the duty of rroviding for their catholic subjects. 
suitable luinisters and teachers; their kno\vledge 


tained them, in order to furnish the good seed to cathulic 
princes, \"ho nlight one day wish to recover the plant. 
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at the Jesuits of "'bite l{llssia are. such 
 their 
abhorrence of the injustice, \Vllich ,vol1ld strip 
thenl of their property, of their civil state and 
rrofe
sion, and abolish their canonical existence, 

\'ithout any proof of crilne or misdelneanour; 
.unl, finally, their royal \yord and faith pledged 
tü maintain inviolabl y the 
'lalu.s quó of tbe 
catholic religion and its Ininisters, as settled in 
the pacta conventa of the cession of \Vhite 
R\1

ia to their dorniniou *. These motives 


* The fifth article of the pacta con
entll, confirnled by the 
t'mprcss's edict of September 5, 1772, runs in these words:- 
It Catholici utriusq ue ritÚs in his pro\'inciis inhabitantes l 
qnæ augustissimæ Russiarunl imperatrici ex pacto COl1vento 
. , 
cesserunt, aù civi\em statum quod attillct, omnibus posses- 

ionibus bonisquæ suis fruentur. In iis vero quæ ad reli- 

oneln spectant, utnnino conservahuntur in statu quo: vÌde- 
licet, in eodem libero exercitio cultûs et disciplinæ suæ, 
cum omnibus tempI is et bonis ecclesiastic is, eodem modo quo 
possiùebantur cum ii catho1ici sub dominium majestatis suæ 
imperialis venerunt. X
C lllaj
stas sua imperial is nee ejug 
sncceSSOïes utentur unquam suprema potestate et auctori- 
tate iA detrimcntunl statûs 'luo catholicæ Romanæ ecclesiæ 

n commcmoratis prúvincij:)." This fifth article ".as after.- 


"S 
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have something in theln honourable, generous, 
and dignified. I revere the empress, ,vho, acting 
upon them, could at once read a lesson of justice 
to other monarchs, and rescue from destruction 
a remnant of the persecuted society. Instead of 
attributing to her the paltry spirit de narguer, I 
will, \vitIl sir Jobn's J}ernlission, apply to her 
the praise \vbich Cicero addressed to Cresar, in 
bis oration for l\Iarcellus: "N obilissilnam fa- 
Iniliam, jam ad paucos redactam, pene ab in- 
teritu vindicasti !" Sir Job n \viII not refuse her 
this compliment, \vhen be discovers the extraor- 
dinary inaccuracy into "J'hich be has been be- 
trayed by his informer. lIe asserts -, that 
Catherine "secured the tractability of these 


,yards formally accepted and agreed to by the empress, the 
king of Poland, and the pope, in th
 diet of Poland, Sep- 
teluber 18, 1773, five" eeks after the suppression of the so- 
cicty at Rome. 'fhe nuncio Garampi had laboured in vain 
to obtain the exclusion of the Jesuits from the benefit 
of it. 


* ....'\.c1ditional note, page 30. 
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restless men by the sine qua lion of the residence 
of theiL- general, a 
;llbject, 
ithin the state." 
It is true, that t1Jeir general could not conve- 
niently reside in any other state; but my in- 
formation emholdens roe to a ffi rIll, that no re- 

traint \"hateyer ,vas laid upon the Jesuits, in 
the election of their generals; that they have 
already elected five in Russia, all of ,,,hOlll have 
been foreigners. The three first 'vere Poles, of 
"yhom one, named by sir John, F. Carew, was 
of British extraction. Their late general, Gru- 
ber, ,vas an Austrian; the present supërior is 
a Prçssian, and is actually expected at Rome. 


In a detail of restrictions he mentions the su- 
perintendence of the seminaries being consigned 
to the nlinistry of public inspection, and asserts, 
that priests of the Greek national ChUIOCh are 
directed to attend the Jesuit colleges, to instruct 
the pnpils of the Greek conlmunion in religion. 
I anl unacquainted \vith the '\\
ejght of authority 
to be aI1o,ved to sir John's correspondent; but, 
cprtainly, tIle J'esult of my inquiries differs 
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l\'idely fronI the infofnlation comnn1nÎcated b 
binl. The Jesuits llave, ever since their esta- 
b]ishment in Russia, been treated ,,'ith unsus- 
pecting liberality. The integrity of their in- 
stitute has been scrupulous1 y n]aintained, and the 
authority given to the catholic archhi
hop of 
l\Iobilo\\' has ever ùeen exactly confìned \vithin 
the limits l}rescribed by the council of Trent. 
By a la \v of tbe }>rcscnt ell1pCrOr, all colleges 
"ere su
jected to thc control of the university 
of I}ctcrshnrgh. 1'he Jesuits, feeliDg the in- 
convenience of this, soon had tbeîr o\\"o chief 
college of Polosk er
ct.ed into a university, by 
,,'hich they becanlc exempted froln the tempo- 
}'ary control. They havc an establishluent at 
Petersburgb, cal1cd the "College of Xohles/' 
into \vhich young noblelncn only are adluitted as 
pensioners, and these are educated in the re- 
gular collegiate discipline, \vhatever be their re- 
]igion. They attend at divine service, and at 
puhlic catechisD1S and instructions. The majo- 
rity of them arc of the national religion, and, if 
their parents or they then1selycs desire it, the su-. 
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pcrior of the Jesuits permits a priest of the 
Gn.
t.'h. church to come to the college on Sunday, 
''fherc he explains the national catcchisrñ to 
then1 in a ]Irivate room. Beyond this he bas 
nothing to do in the house. This practice nlay 
be kno\'fn at COUl.t, but it ,vas neither enjoined 
nor recommended by the court. This is the 
account I have collected of the Jesuits in Russia, 

nd, I alU ])ersuaded, that they are not more re- 
stricted than the catholics in genera], ,vhom sir 
Jobn appears to attack through the Jesuits, for 
in this long note (page 36), ,vhich seemed ex- 
clusively designed for the exposure of their 
Russian degradation, he slides unexpectedly 
into an exposure of "the restrictions, \vhich 
attach ß'ellerally upon the ex
rcise of the Roman 
catholic di
cipline." I n this I have here no part 
to take, the general question bas passed through 
abler hands than Inine; illY subject confines me 
to the society of the Jesuits, and in 
o doing 
caBs upon tne to notice the advertiselnent pre- 
1ixed to sir John Hippisley's Speech. In that 
advel tÌ'-cnlcnt "ge find it to be sir John's opinion, 
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tlJat the bull of Pius VI I, by \vhich the order 
of Jesuits is restored, should not be published 
,\
ithout the rescript of CIenlcnt XIV, by which 
it ,vas suppressed, as a Jlendant; and, in a style 
of triumphant irony, he leaves it to the consi- 
deration of an author favourable to the society *, 
011 cOInJiariug tbe pontifical acts, "\vhether lIe 
can advantageous]y take tbe field against the 
memorable rescript of Gangdnelli, and enter 
the lists \vith the living \vriters '!! his Olvn com- 
,nunion, \vho espouse that deliberate pontifical 
act; for," says he, "it does not appear, that 
the dénunciation pronounced by the bull of 
Pius VII hus extinguished the ardour of the 
OJ)ponents of 
he constitution, \vhich he has so 
soleIllnI y re-elnbodied. T\vo publications on 
tl1e subject have issued from the French press, 
since the date of this bull, nan1ely, Dl Pape et 
des Jesuites, and, Les Jesuites leis qu'iis ont 
lé dans l' Ord,..e Polith e, Religiezl"c, et J oral. 


l\fr. Plowden, whose book, I am 
ol'ry to say, lhave 
not read. 
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Ffhe first is ascribed to the pen of a Pere de 
l' Oratoire, the otlJcr announced as the \vork of 
1/. k4). **, Ilcie1l Jlagistrat. A pernsal of 
these tracts," continues sir J o11n, "and espe- 
cially the brief of })ins VI I, ,,
ill lead to the 
discovery, u'hethcr the society ha\yc been Inost 
successful1 y attacked ur defended by the French 
"TJ'itcrs or by i\Ir. Plo\vden." 


The Jesuits are more obliged to sir J oh 11 for 
this position of the subject tl1an, I believe, he 
llleant they should be. I cannot judge of 
'Ir. Plou.den's success, not 11aving seen his 
publication, ùut I think and hope to find it 
cOlnplete, fronl sir John's o\\"n statelnent in this 
advcrtisernent. I arn also unacquainted ,vith the 
t\VO ouerpolveriJ1g French panlphlets alluded to ;' 
but their tides and authors are enough to con-
 
,'ince Ine, that the new conspiracy against the 
Jesuits extends to France, t}lat I am ans\vering 
the palnphJcts \"ithout seeing then1, and that 
they !Ire nothing nlore than tbe cranzbe rC}Jetita, 
the dying echoes, of the J ansenists, parliament.: 
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arians, and jacobin!S. Can sir John have read 
the accounts, to be found in various authors, of 
tbe persecution of the Jesuits, and not suspect 
the very appellations of Father qf tIle Oratory, 
and 
lllcient 11111gisfrate]) If he does DIe the 
hunour to read this sketch, he ,viII, I hope, 
kno\\r \"hat value to set upon them. But ,,"hat 
surJ}rises me Inost is, that he does not seeIn to 
be a\Yare, that the Jesuits had al\vays eneu1ies 
in their own cOln1nunion, for, by underlining 
these \\Tords, he sho\vs, that he thinks it a strong 
proof of guilt ,vhen Roman catholics espouse the 
suppression of tbe order. A moment's reflec- 
tion ".ill bring to his mind, that the Jllost po\ver- 
ful of the aDcient conspiracy against the Jesuits 
were, at 1east, professed catholics; the Arnauds, 
the Pasquiers, the l\Ionclars, the ChaIotais; not 
to Inention the D'Alcmberts, Diderots, Con- 
dorcets, \vho, indeed, though educated catholio, 
were professed atbeists or deists. The samf' 
may be said of Vate1, and some others cited by 
sir John. Vatel "ras a fanatical dci
t; Dupin a 
notorious Jansenist; Pereira a devoted creature 



AND CHARGES REFUTED. 


9- 


()f Pombal. Envious men, and philosophers, 
do not spare otl}ers because they dre of the same 
religious cOllllnunion. If this motive prevailed, 
much sparring and abuse \vould be saved among 
protestants as well as among catholics. But, 
to COlUe to tIle principal point of view, in 
,vhich sir John's ac1vertisernellt bas hapI)ily 
placed the cause of the Jesuits. 


IIistory S110""S ns, that, however extensive 
dud complete the po,ver' of the popes may have 
been in former reillote periods, they had a very 
difficult part to sustain in Jater times, and t1Jat 
they \vere often obliged to court the catholic 
monarchs, and to yield, that they might not be 
forced
. This ,ças peculiarly the case ,vith 
Clelnent XIV, wllose philosophical name, Gan- 
ganelli, sir John significantly shoots at us 
through the rifle of Italics, and it \vas bis 


* u Popes," says the very pontiff on whom sir John 
relies, U are pilots, steering almost always through bois. 
terous seag, and, of còurse, must spread or shorten sail ac. 
cording to the wcatber."-Ganganelli's Letters, Letter cxii. 


o 
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avo,ved policy, e\"en befor
 his elevation to the 
pontificate, that the Jesuits \vere to be sacrificed, 
in !'pite of tbeir innocence, in spite of tbeir 
religious and ßl01"al virtues, in spite of his o\vn 
attaclnnent and approbation, to the necessity of 
preserving tbe favour of the Dlonarcbs of Europe. 
"Portugal," says he, ",viII never give up her 
opinion, in \vhich I see other kingdonls that 
,viU confirm aud support her. Kings no longer 
Jive unconnected with one another, as formerly; 
they form friendships, and act in concert; so 
that, if we are unfortunate enough to offen
 one, 
we may oftènd all; and, instead of having one 
enemy to deal ,,?ith, \ve have all Europe upon 
us *."-" Little nlinds inlagine, tllat one 1l1USt be 
(lispleased \vith a certain religious society, if one 
does not support them in defiance of kings. 
But, beside:> that resisting tbe potentates \yould 
only multip]y stOfll1S for theIn, one \rould not, 
through partiality to tbenl, enlbroi: oneself \vith 
all the catbolic princes t ." This is pretty plain 


* Ganganelli's Letters Letter cxii. 
t Ibid. 
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language, but what follows is in more direct 
terms, and, I think, is a decisive proof of the 
motives, \vhich influenced the writer in tbe 
suppression of tbe Jesuits, when the tiara ,,"as 
placed upon bis head: " Now it is, that we 
must make use of tl1at \visdorn of the serpent 
,vhich Jesus Christ recommends to hi
 apost1es. 
It is no doubt grievous, tbat a religious brother- 
hood intended for co]]eges, seminaries, and 
missions, and ,vho have ,vritten much on the . 
truths of religion, should be deserted at a time 
,",hen incredulity has broken loose \vith fury 
against the religious orders; but the question 
to be decided before God is, ,vhether it is 
better to contend ,,"ith the sovereigns than to 
give up a religious society. For my part, 
I think, on seeing the storm that gathers 
ho,,"ling from all quarters, and which ""e 
perceive ïlready o'''er our heads, that it is right 
for us to act ourselves without ,,"aiting, and to 

acriflce "'bat is most agreeable rather than 
incur tbe anger of the sovereigns, ,,'hich we 
cannot tClO roUt"h dread. Let our ho)y fàther, 
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and his secretary of state, love tl16 Jesuits 
sincerely, I subscribe with all my heart to th · 
attachment tIley have for the society; but I 
shall al\\"ays say, notwithstanding my veneration 
for St. Ignatius", and tbe esteelll in \vhich his 
disciJ)]es 
1re held, that it is very dangerous, 
nay, '''ery ral;\h, to support the Jesuits in the 
present circuJn
tanccs *." These sentiments of 
cardinal Ganganel1i would not serve \\ ell for 
a pendant to the brief of Clclnent XIV, yet, 
for the sake of truth and justice, they shonld he 
dl\\ ays printed together, and go do\vn 
ide by 
side to })osterity. 'Vhere now is "the formi- 
dable array of I)ontiifs," whicll sbow tha 
GanganeIli "is not the solitary inlPugner," 
among popes, of the order of Jesuits? Ganga.;. 
Delli tens you, that they "
ere tossed on a 

tormy sea, ,vhere they lvere obliged to Inanage 
their sails dexterously, that they Iuigbt not sink 
tllemselves; and, in the very rescri})t ,vhich 
t;ir ..1obn has hung by tIle side of Pius 'TII's bull 


'* L.t
tt
r exit. 
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in his appendix, he declares, that it blew so 
bard froln the four quarters, France, Spain, 
Portugal and Sicily (see page 24), that he \vas 
under tbe necessity of thro\\'ing the Jesuits 
overboard: "Our dear sons in Jesus Christ,''' 
sa)Ts he, "haying made kno,vn their de1nands 
and wi Is in this Inatter." 


Clement XIV vainly flattered himself, that, 
by making ample concessions to the in1portunity 
of the conlbined ministers, by persecuting tbe 
Jesuits in detail, contrary to his own conviction, 
]le should, in the end, escape the necessity of 
crnshing thenl altogetller. It ,vas the policy of 
Pontius Pilate. His whole ]'eign "',vas one series 
of vexatious treatfnent; even outrages against 
t11em. l
ronl the first day of his pontificate they 
were tbe onJy Christians excluded from access 
to tIle conlIDon fatl1er. IIis condescension only 
betrayed llis ,,"eakness, and en hardened the mi- 
nisterial consl)irators.. "'hen, at Jength, he 
found it inJpossibJe to resist them, \vithout iup 
tuning the loss of his states, "he gave sentence,.. 
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that it should be as they required .." He re 
sorted to the principle of the high priest, in St. 
John, chap. ii, verse 50, the expediency of 
1\"hich i" 80 clearIy announced in his Letters t. 
But here three things sorely distressed hill}: tbe 
incongruity and injustice of condenlning the 
Jesuits ,,'ithout a trial, '\vhich he knew the nli- 
nisters ,,'ould n:>t permit; the approbation of 
their institute by the council of Trent; and the 
concurring approbation of the order by neal'Iy 
t\\'cnty popes, especial1}' the yery recent con- 
stitution, or hull, of his irßrHcdiate predecessor, 
Clelnent XIII, solemnly pnhlishl'd, and re- 
ceived hy the ,,'hole church. The app1icants 
for the destruction of the order undertook to re- 
move his scruples. 


"- \.- 
I am obliged to sir John for dra\ving my at- 
tention to Ganganel1i's brief, which I migl1t 
other\vise have passed f''\''er \vithout much SCfU- 



 St Luke, chap. xxiii. verse 24. 


t Letter cxii.. 


..:l ... 
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tiny. lIe is of opinion", that it should aCCOln- 
pany the buU of the reigning pontiff; but some 

ollnoisseurs may think", that it ,viIi show to 
more advantage exhihited bet\veen dIe just Jnen- 
tioned hull apostolicunl of Clement XI I I and that 
of !)ius 'TI I: it ,vould thus have a pendant 
on cach 
ide, cliciting, by a double contrast, all 
the effects of art. The bull apostoliculu forlneú 
n principal objection to the grand plan of de- 
!truction, not easy to be evaded. It ,vas so 
recent, so public, so solemn, so decisive. It 
\vas a distinct and specific approbation and con- 
fÌrn1ation of the society of J esns; it repeated 
the sentiments of all popes frolll Paul II I; it 
\vas solicited by hundreds of bishops; it \va
 
formalJy communicated to the college of cardi- 
nals, and \vas applauded by them all; it \vas ac- 
cepted by every catholic bishop; it had every 
character of a fornlal judgment of the \\'hole 
catholic church. Clelnent XIV and his ad- 
,.isers dared not to contradict it by another bull: 
it ,vould have been a great scandal. Thecardinals 
could not have concurred in it. 1'he inferior" 
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and less authoritative, mode of brief, or private 
letter, or rescript, in which it was not usual to 
consult the cardinals, ,vas adopted. In this, th ' 
difficulty presented by the apostolicum of Clement 
XIII is overleaped in a short and perelnptory 
way, by an absurd declaration of its having been 
extorted rather than granted, ,,"ithout any I)roof, 
and in defiance of the nunlber of circumstances 
,,,hich demonstrate the contrary. As sir John 
appears to be unacquainted ,vith this famous 
constitution of Clement XIII, published in the 
beginning of 1765, and as it is perhaps the best 
written official document which Rome bas, for 
many years, sent fortb, it shall be inserted in 
,he Appendix in its original Ian guage *. 


The more I consider Gangallelli's rescript, 
the more am I surprised at the pitiful atternpts 
made to lay down something like an al)o]-ot,Y 
for injustice, and the more anI I cli
gusted ,vith its 
want of principle. It opens with a long uarra- 


· Appendix No. J. 
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tion of the suppression of yarious small religi- 
ous a"sociations hy ancient popes, but it leaves 
\1S quite in the dark as to the justice or injus- 
tice of tho
e several suppressions. It informs 
U
, that several coruj>]aints had been made, at 
sevcral tilncs, to several popes, of the Jesuits; 
but it omits to ten U"", that those cOlnplaiuts had 
aIw'a)"s been either rcject
d, or refuted, or dis.. 
regarded, by those several popes, ,,,,hose puhlic 
acts attest that they ""ere, one and all, friends 
and supporters of the society *. The brief then 
recites the jus, or leading maxÏJn, on ,vhich the 
vhole procedure hinges, and \\.hich, in spite of 


* Urban VII is placed at the hpad of the roll of the 
pontiffs hostil
 to the .Jesuits. If sir John \vill take the 
trouble of looking into Sacchinus's History
 part v" book X þ 
page 505, he will there read, that, as soon a
 pope Urban VII 
',-as elect('d, he discharged from prison an innocent J e
:;uit.. 
whom his "iolent preòccessor, Sixtus \T, had confined
 pub- 
licly declaring him to be free from guilt, and suspicion of 
guilt. This, says the historian, was the first, and it ",'as 
also the last, act of govf::'rnment of pope Urban VII, who 
presently was taken ill, and died on the hyelfth day after 
his election, September 27 
 1590. 


p 
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tIle Roman canon, recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, solves the pope"s first l1ifficulty, or 
scruple, of punishing without trial: it is this; 
tl1at the slow and fallible nletltod '!f proceeding 
bejóre courts '!f J.lIstice must be avoided; that 
reliance '/nust he placed \VHOLL y on that pleni- 
tude '!f IJower, which popes possess in so eminent 
{l degree, as vicars rif Christ upon eartlt, and 
as sovereign 'lnoderators '!f the Christian re/Jublic; 
and that regular orders, u,hicll they propose to 
suppress, ougbt not to be allo".ed tile faculty '!f 
producing any l!rgumellts in their defence, or '!f 
clearing thernselves fro1Jl tlze heavy accllsations 
brought against them. These are the \vords of 
the brief, as given by sir John in the translation 
of it in tbe Appendix to his Speech; in other 
,vords, the accused 'lnay be puuished without 
being heard. This relj,uires no C0111n1cnt; eycry 
British heart \"ill suggest a just one. 


Let us no\v see ho\v Ganganclli gets over tIle 
difficulty arising from the approbation of the 
council of Trent. To the eternal disgraoo of 
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this brief, tben, \ve find the operati \re or snp" 
pressing clause luade to depend npon a paltry 
sophisJ11. Stating the delllallds and l#lislles of 
his de
r sons, the kings and ministers, ,,,ith 
the additition of pressing solicitations fronl 
SOßle bishops and other persons, Clernent; for 
a salvo to his conscience, declares (page 25), 
"that to cl100se the \visest course, in an affair of 
so mucb importance, he determined not to be pre- 
cipitate, but to take duetime toexalnineattentivel!l, 
-zceiglt carefully, and wið'ely debateupoll it." What 
\vas done? "First of all," coutinues the brief, 
" \ve proposed to examine upon what grounds 
re"ted the COOlmon opinion, that the institute 
of the cIerks of the company of Jesus bad been 
approved and con firmed in a special Inanner 
by the council of Trent! And \ve found, that, 
in the said council, nothing ßlore ,vas done, 
\vith regard to the said society, than to except it 
frolll the general decree respecting other orders. 
The same council declared, that it lneant not to 
1)zake allY clulnge or inJZovation in the gOL'erll" 
nlent of tIle cle,,'ks '!f t/
e C0111p aJ1 !J (if JeSllS, tInt 
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they 1night '/lut be llindered front being useful to 
God and !tis church, according to lite intent of 
the piolls in
'fitltle approL"cd bg the hol!J see." 
If the Jines in italics are 110t an especial 
approval and coufirnlatioll of thc institute, then 
must 1 confcs
, that I kpo,v not the IHeaning of 
the \\Tords approL"al and c01?firnlntion. To my 
understanding they convey a Inost decided 
3})probation and confirnlation of tIle institute. 
'V ell, \"hat succeeds the Ï1llpri1ni.:;? 'Vhat 
does the pontiff next exanline, ,,,eigh, and 
debate attentively, careful]y, and ,visely? 1'hc 
]'eader \\'ill look in vain for the second head of 
,yise deliberation; the actuating assertion in1-- 
lucdiatc] y follo"Ts: "actuated by .
'O 11lQll.1J and 
insportant considerations," &c. &c., and inz- 
IJelled bg fear, for that is the inlport of the 
follo\\'ing sentences, "\VE DO SUPPltESS A
D 
ABOLISH THE S \ID COl\IPA
Y." The only 
possible apology, that "an be Illade for ClelHcnt, 
in this rescript, is, that he acted, as la\vyers 
tejOn) it, under duress. Aftel his o\\?n avo\vaJ, 
while a cardinal, can any man doubt, that be 
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iruagined that the intrigues going on in France, 
Spain, Portugal, and Sicily, against the J('
uits, 
\\'ou1<1 prove fatal to the PO\\ er of Rome, if the 
society ,,'ere protected? rI'he \v hole of the 
prealnble of his re...cript consists of the appro- 
bation of his predecessors, and tbe appeals of 
the intriguers of the uations around hilll against 
thc Jesuits. A t last, the Inquisition * of Spaiu 
(see page 20), press so strongly, that Sixtus V 
òctcnni nt's to exanline the Inatter; but he 
is saved the Ulisfortune by death, and his 
succe
sor, Gregory XIV, a})lu'o\'es of the insti- 
tution of the society in its utnlost extent, 
confirlns their privileges, and ordains tba.t, 
under pain of excolnn1unication, all proceedings 
against the society shon]d be quashed (page 

 1). I n short, Deither ill the Il1ultifarious 
pream l)le, nor in the short actuating clause, does 
Clelnent XIV once advance an opinion of his 


it- After this, under the hand of Ganganelli.. ,,"hen pope. 
what can we think of those, who attempt to Dlislead the 
public mind by asserting, that the Jesuits were connected 
\\ ith the In{iuisitiun ? 
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0\\"0 ad,,
erse to tIle society; but tbro11ghout 
lends hill1self to the representations of foreigll 
cabals, to \\,hich he at last confessedly sacrifices 
th e In.. 


An, then, that this rescript proves is, that 
po\\"crful parties prevailed, in certain states, 
against the Jesuits, and that Clement XIV, 
not\\"ithstanding the fl]Jproval and COJlfirlilation 
of the council of Trcnt, evinced by their de- 
claration, as above cited; not\\"ithsh
uding the 
approval cLnd confirnlation of 
llcce
"i\"e popes; 
Dot\\'ith:o-tctnding hj
 o""n apfToval antI regret 
(a11 clearly in
ertcd in this rescript); found 
hiulself compeJ1ed, hy the pressure of unjust 
and arbitrary po,,"er, to \vithhold his confirma- 
tion, to sUJ)press and ahoH
h a society, to whont 
lIe knew it ,vas doubtfu1, \""hether religion and 
piety or science and letters ""ere Illore indebted... 


Such is the analysis of tbe luminous brief of 
destruction, so triutnphant1y referl.ed to by sir 
John Hi}>pisIey; such the sanction of peace 
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clnd amity \vith the philosophical ministers, 
POlDbal, Choiseul, .t\randa, &c. 1'he pontifical 
dOlllain \
as to he saved; the portions of it 
already seized, A vignon, Benevento, Ponte- 
Corvo, &c., to be restored; the turbulent Je- 
suits extinct, harulony and concord were to 
bless the earth! Ho\v ,vere these 
lorioui 
pro
pects realized? Every succeeding year ill- 
vol vcd the ROlnan see in fresh troubles: ne\v 
i 11,.asions of its spiritual and temporal Tight
 
continued to distress the succeeding pontiff, 
Pius VI, and, at last, conducted hinl to death 
in a dungeon, although, to sa\'e his domain 
froIn the grasp of ,'iolence, be had consented, 
lhat GanganeIIi's brief should subsist unaltered. 


I t is no\v evident, that tbe suppression of tIle 
Jesuits ,vas the result of the conspiracy forlned 
against theln ; in Spain and Sicily by the Inqui- 
sition, in Portngal by POInbaI.; and in France 
by the J ansenists, the parJiatnents, and philo- 

cphcrs: ho,v j nst and ,vise ",ve have seen; let 
11S no\\ ilHluire ,,"hence results their restoration 


, 
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by Pins "'1 I. "The catIlolic \\"orld delnands, 
with unauill10uS yoice, tIle re-cstaL1Îslnnent of 
the society of Jesus. 'Ve daily receil'e, to this 
effect, the Ino
t pressing petitions, frolll our \.ene- .. 
rable brethren, tbe archbishops and bishops *, 
and tbe n10st distinguished persons, esppc. ally 
since the dbundan fruits, ,vhich this society has 
produced in the above countries (Russia arId 
Sicily), have been generally kno"n." There is 
a striking contrast het\veel1 tbe siu1plicity and 
direct langnage of thi
 hun, and the artful and 
complicated expositions \vith \vhich Ganganel1i 
labours in his brief to lull his o,vn conscience, 
and to justify, in the sight of others, the act he 
thought to he necessary. And \"hy is the 
re-establisment of the society demanded? Froln 
eI 


a hope, that they may counteract t1le evils, 
which the neglect of religious education has 
suffeTed to s})fcad over the \vorld, and frorn a 


* This is directly in contradiction to silO John IIippisley's 
remark of the influence of the Jesuits being considered 
as so exceptionable, e,,"cn by p;,clat{'s of their o,vn CODI- 
m\1nity. 
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conyiction that they ,vcre put do\vn by the 
disciples of a false philosophy combining \vith 
the vilest of passions. In regard to protestant 
countries, thcir principles of loyalty are con- 
clusive in their favour; and, in 
pite of the 
vopish plots, it has ùeen proved, that their reli- 
gious doctrines never led theIn, as a body, to 
interfere in political affairs. r-l'hesc motives for 
tlJeir re-establi
bmcnt, and my ]ast ohservation, 
naturaIJy remind mc, that it is titne to state the 
uuthorities, so highly honourable to the society, 
,rhich I have been induced to examine and 
tollect; there are, ho\vever, t\VO other circum- 
stances mentioned by sir JolIn Hippisley, which 
I cannot pass over u"ithout notice. He ol
jects 
to students for the priesthood alllong the 
.Jc
uit
 being sent abroad, to Sicily, to obtain 
ordination, instead of receiving it at the hands 

 
of their o\vn natioual prelates. It appears, by 
this, that sir John is not a ,yare that, in an order, 
it is requisite to obtain ordination through a 
!-uperior of the order. 


Q 
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In all religious orders, candidates for In'iest. 
bood ll1ust be presented by their proper religious 
superior to sonle bishop. The prelate may 
examine the candidate; and, if he has no 
canonical objection, he promotes hiul to o)"ders 
on the title of religious poverty; the superior, 
or the order, renlainillg O ans,,"erable for bis 
maintenance. But no l}riest of the regulars 
can assunle any exercise of Ininisterial functions, 
in l)reaching, or administering sacran1ents, 
,\"ithout licence of the diocesan prelate, ,,,ho 
lllay exanline, suspend, and correct him, in- 
curring thus a certain responsibility. Of this 
subjection of regulars to the established pre- 
lates, sure]y, sir John must have been él\Vare; 
\vLy, then, endeavour to alarn1 1]15 ,vitb the 
])rospect of Jesuits colonizing in the south of 
Italy, for tIle purpose of overspreading these 
islands? I ha,"c rcason, upon recent inquiry, 
to suspect, that sir John lIas been n1ÌsJed by 
bis Sicilian informer, as to the voyagers for the 
priesthood; and the supposed system of seeking 
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fùrti,'e ordinations beyond the seas will vani
h 
before a plain relation of a fe,\' trifling f(lcts. In 
] sot> an eceJesia
tieal 
tudent, on accollnt qf his 
llralflt, enl harked for X aples in a neutral ship, 
,,,hieh tonched at Palernlo, ",here he rcnlained, 
11(lving learned that Buonaparte had seized 
on Xdpl('s: he "'as joined, the next year, by 
another student, ,\'ho ,vent abroad frorn the 
saIne Illotive, that of health. To be of use to 
their catholic countryulen, ,vhose nUluber \vas 
daily increasing, by the arrival ()f new reginlents, 
they entered into holy orders, though, it ap- 
})ears, they ,,,ere not allo,yed to oHleiate as 
}}riests arnong thelu. These recovered their 
health, and returned horne. I n the course of 
the three ensuing lear
, one priest, and ten stu
 
dents, ,rho ,,'ere iJnpressed \\,ith a strong desire 
to study in a catholic uni\'cr.
ity, \\?ent a]
o, 
at different tilues, to })al crIll 0, ,,-here they 
experienced a siInilar disappointrnent in their 
.leal. T\\?o of the students left SiciI y before 
they ,,-ere ordained, and one died before 
o!'c.lination, ]eaying niue, the ". hole nUlnber 
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ordained. The priest dlso died abroad. So 
that, instead of nineteen, there \\1'ere altogetber 
only nine, ,,'110 obtained orders: one of thes
 
is the distinguished president of the Ile\V 
semInary of education in Ireland. For the 
last six years, not one catholic student bas 
Jlad a thought of foIlo,,'ing their exarnpJe. 
Such trifling occasional clnigrntions of a fe\v 
students \\.ill neither alarIll nor surprise those 
,\"ho kno\v, that, for n\ore than t,vo centuries, 
the penal lan's bave dri,'en all English alld 
Irish catholics, \,,110 \vere not content to ]iyC 
in Jgnorance at llome, to seck education 

 
ahroad; that this had becolne an invariable 
custom; and that every year scores of British 
subjects \vent abroad. 


Sir John also o
jects to the Jesuits' appro- 
.priating any J}ecuniary resource, arising frolH 
the "'reck of their Sf ciety, to tIle uses of a 
seulinary of education; he think
 it opposite to 
the J}rinciple, ,,'hich gave birth to the insti- 
tution of l\Iaynootb; and is for seizing, and 
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besto\ying on :\Iaynooth, t11jrty thousand pounds 
of their 1110ney, \
hich tIley are said to ha\'e 
generously transmitted to Ireland, for the esta- 
h]i
IJIllent of a place of education (page 39 
of the printed Speech). l-Io,v"Tould this agree 
\vith that 
pirit of humanity, benevolence, an(l 
}lospitality, to say nothing at present of justice, 
'Vllich pron1pted the genius of Britain to give an 
asylum to these persecuted servants of God, 
against the relentless fury of jacobins and phi- 
losophers ? Besides, tbe institution of l\lay- 
nooth, and the establishulent intended differ 
'"idc1y: the co]]ege of )1 aynooth is particu- 
larly designed for clerical education; that to 
\"hich tIle thirty thousand pounds is to be de
 
voted is to be a 
eminary for general learning; 
an establishlnent, \vbich must be attended \\"ith 
most salutary consequences to Ireland, ,,"here it 
".in prevent enligration of the catholic youth, 
and \\'hcre, \vith religion and kno\vledge, it ".in 
nutloubtedly confirnl and spread the spirit of 
IOYlilty. It ,,"auld be, I ,vas going to sa), 
Inadne'i:;; it ".onld surely be un\vise, to check., 
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on o1d ',"orn-out prej aùices, the happy growth 
of a spirit, \"hich has, in that country, filet 
n1uch to struggle \\?ith, and only \yants to bo 
enlightened to sho,v itself as firlH and ardent a
 
in au)' part of the clnpire. 


l\ftcr all, I havc good grounds to kno\y, that 
sir John is misinforn}ed respecting the source of 
the gift of thirty thousand pounds to the ne,v 
serninary: no l1loney has been recently transnzilted 
front tile society here to Ireland. The sum, on 
\\'hieh the nc,v house of education is rising, 1vas 
not secured by the Jesuits from the 'lLoreck of the 
socie'.1J: it is, strictly, the priLoate property of a 
free Briton. This, J aID informed, on good 
authority, is the fact; but, Su})]>osing it had 
been savcd by the Jesuits from the ruin of their 
continental e
tab]i,blnents, fronl ,,,hich they 
",ere so crne11y turned adrift, and plundered Ly 
despots, hecause they'. ere Englishnlen; nay, 
supposing every gninea of it had been coined at 
the luint of /Ûng l'Ticolas of Paraguay, , could 
this authorize sir John to aSSlllue the despotic 
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principle of a foreign luinister, a })olnbal, a 
Choiscl11, and to decide at once, de son cluj; in 
tIlc laud of liberty, tbat his unoflèndillg fello\v 

ubjects, ,,110, under the safeguard of the hnvs, 
are pro
ecuting an honourable profession, shall 
again be stripped and subjected to arbitrary 
coutiscation? If tbe Gangancllian lnaxilu, that 
" the accused may be plundered \vithout being 
heard/' be tolerated at Ronle, in the " plenitud
 
(if power, \vhich the pope possesses, as moderator 
of tbe Christian republic;' it is far other\vise in 
this happy land, \vhere rnen, no longer perse- 
cuted for their religious opinions, Inaintaining 
their Sll.:orn allegiance to their king, are sure 
for their persons and property to find safety in 
the Ia\vs, and protection fron1 the sovereign. 


I have spoken of sir John IIippisley's opi- 
nions freely; I trust I ha\"e not done it coarsely. 
] ,vas greatly surprised to find him taking the 
})art he docs. Of Cleluent XI\T I feel inclined 
to speak lnore harsl)ly than I hayc. I remcluber 
being pleased \"ith his Letters ,vhcn I ,vas a 
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Loy, upon tbe same principle that I was })leased 
with the lllceting of the Etats Generullx, in 
1789, at '7 er
ail1es, ,,'hcre I w
s a spectator: 
a pbiIo
uphical pope, and a philosol)hical senate, 
were mental bon b011s, ada])ted to the puerile 
taste of my understanding; but, gro".n old, I 
bave no relish for either. Ganganelli degraded 
the tiara, and belped to prepare the French 
l.evolutiotJ. 


I no,v return to our authorities. I baye an.. 
ticipated several great nanIes incidentally, ,vhile 
engaged in canyassing tllose cited against the 
Jesuits; to these I have now to add tIle emJ]res
 
Catherine of Russia; of tnnny popes, Clement 
XIII in particular) and tIle yery destroyer of 
tbe society, Clement XIV; 1\1. D'EguiIles
 
pre
ident of the parliament of Thoulol1se; the 
abbé Proyart author of a ,,"ork: entitled, LOllis 
Xf/-/ dethroné avant d.etre Roi.; 
Iontesquieu, 
HaIler, i\Iuratori, Buffon, Grotin'), Leibnitz, Ba" 
.I 
con, Frederick the Great, J obnson, Bansset, Riche- 
lieu, RaYllal
 Juan, and Ulloa; \vith a nlnltitude 



AND CHARGES REFUTED. 121 


of historians and hiographers, to say notbing of 
the J esnit \vriters themsel \
es. But the most 
stri
ing testimony in favour of the 
ociety, i
 a 
forma] judgment given by the bishops of Franc
 
on certain articles proposed for their examina- 
tion, by Louis XV, relative to tbe doctrine, the 
governlnent, the conduct, and usefulness of the 
French Jesuits. Ho\v any man can \vithstand 
1ìuch an array of testimony, I am at a loss to 
conceive; and still more Lo\v he can venture, at 
this time of day, to arra 11imself with the ca- 
lumnies and horrors of the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, to attack a body of men, and 
a code of regulations, llo,yise accountable for 
the errors and crimes of indi,'iduals, at periods 
,,"hen men, in genera], "
ere as inveterate on the 
score of reIigious doctrines, as they have ]ately 
been on that of liberty and equality; \vhen the 
Catholic and the H l1gonot \vere alike ferocious 
nlld cruel, in the maintenance of their respective 
systems, though they scarcely equaIled the fUff 
and the borrors den10nstrated by the deists, 
atlJei
ts, and den10cratical despots, \vho pre- 
R. 
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ceded the sett1cd tyranny, \\'hich has been just 
o\"'crthrow'n by the united force of Europe. The 
Jesuits \vere, indeed, the great pTeaehel's of the 
Christian re]jgion, su(
h as it had ùeen received 
for ages; but they are no Dlore ans\verable for 
the opinions on regicide, Dlurder, anq other 
borrid doctrines of fornler distracted tiules, tl1an 
are the "r ashjug ons and Frauk1ins for the 
atrocities of the Robespierres and 
larats in our 
O\\'ll days of political insanity. 


It ,vi11 perhapg be thought necessary, that I 
s110uld gi\ge something more than the illustrious 
names I have cited; I 
hall therefore proceed 
to prove, t1)(lt I have not pressed them into the 
cause of the Jesuits, but cllI'oBed thenl on their 
voluntary appearance. I shall onlit t110se, whom 
I have already in(
identaI1y quoted, ann arrange 
the others in the oròer in ,vhich I have Inen- 
tioned theIne 
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CA THERIKE II, OF RUSSL\. 


Catherine, \vhen at 
lohilotf, found, that the 
people of that part of her dOll1Ïuions professed 
the catholic religion, and that they ,vere ,'cry 
Inuch attached to the order of Jesuit.,. She ap- 
J}ointed a catholic archbishop of l\Iohiloll
 and 
gave hiln a Jesuit as a coadjutor. She per- 
mitted, at the sanle time, the estahlishment of a 
sell1inary of Jesuits, the direction of \yhich ,vas 
confided to father Gabriel Denkie\\'itz, appoi1Jted 
-- 
,'icar-general of his order. 111 the year 1 i S3, 
she sent the archbishop of :\fohiloff's coadjutor, 
,,-hose nan1C ,vas Benehn\"ski, to Ronle, as Ini- 
nister froln the court of Russia, ,,,ho carried a 
Jetter fron1 her to Pius VI, deJuanding the re- 
cstablisl11uent of the society of Jesuits, ,,-hich, 
though at the tilue disa,'o,,'ed at P
tcrsburgh, 
through defereuce to the Greek Christians, ".as 
actually \vritten \\,ith her o\\'n han(1. "rlte follo\\T- 
iug passages arc extracted fro.n the letter: "I 
kIlO',", that your holiness is nutler c()n
iderablo 
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embarrassments. Your dignity cannot harrllo- 
nize \vith politics, so long as J)olitics dre at 
variance \vith religion. The Dlotivps, ,vhich 
baye induced me to grant protection to the 
Jesuits, are founded in )'ea"on and justice, as 
welJ as on the bope of their becoming useful 
to my states. This assemblage of peaceable and 
iuoffensÏ\Te men shalllh;e in Iny elnpire, because. 
of all catholic societies, they are the best quali- 
fied to instruct my su
jccts, and to inspire thèm 
\vith sentÏIuents of hUlllanity and the genuine" 
principles of the Christian religion. I anl resolv- 
ed to 
nppurt these pricsts against every po\yer 
whate\'c1 ; and, in so doing, I on]y perforJll my 
dnty, a
 I an) their sovereign, and look upon them 
as faithfuJ, useful, and innocel
t Sl1
jccts. I an) 
so In.]("h the J110re desirous of seeing four of 
them invested ,,'j t h the po,,'er of confirlning at" 
l\losco\\y and Petershnrgh, as the t,,"O catboliè 
cl1urches of those cities are confided to their 
care *." The pope made the circumstance 


* Castéra's History of Catherine II. 
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kno\ Tn to the }"'rench and Spani
h an] bassadors; 
'\"ho con
nlted their respective courts, neither of 
\\.1Jich, ho\vcver, chose openly to interfere. It 
\\9as an embarrassing situation for Pius VI; the 
suppression of the order ,vas too recent; he 
wi
hed neither to treat the Dlemory of Cle- 
ment XI" \vith disrespect, nor to erubroil him- 
seJf u-jth France or Spain; and, in conlplying 
,,'ith the request of Catherine, he acted with 
circn n}sJ)(
ction and \vithol1t parade. I n con
 
sidering this event, an obvious reIn ark presents 
itself: for upwards of thirty years past, the so- 
ciety of the J e
uits have been established in 
Russia, yet \ve hear nothing of that empire 
being disturbed either \vith religious or civil 
lJroils, fOlnented hy tbenl; though I should not 
be surprised, if, on reflection, the death of Paul 
,vere to be iluputed, by the modern conspirators. 
to their machinations. On the contrary, the 
internal tranquillity of that country \\Tas never 
more apparent, and the inlprOVel1lent of the 
mind has made rapid strides The placing of 
the Jesuits in .her donlinions is a proof of tbt"1 
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sagacity of Catherine, aud I dou1Jt ,vbether 
Russia ,vas ever rnore indebted to any 50\ ereign 
than for this step, "rhich \",as at once lnagnani- 
11l0US, ,,'ise, and popular. 


CLEl\IENT XIII. 


I sllould not have thought of l..nrollin O g a 
pope among the authorities in fa,'onr of' the 
Jesuits, it being natural to suppose, that ('\'ery 
pope "Tas a friend to tIle society, had I not 
found a li
t of thenl arrayed against then} by sir 
Jobn IIippÌ"ley, on the authority of Ganganelli's 
rescl'ipt. N 0\\7, that tbe sO'Tereig-n pontiffs inter- 
fered in the ])1"oceedings and ,,'ritings of the 
Dlcnlbers of the society; that they blanJed then1 
for the disscntions in \v}Jich their zeal in- 
,rolved dJem ".ith their enenJÎes ill all })arts 
of the \\Torld; and that they have condenlned 
some of the f
\natical (for this is a terlD as 
appropriate to catholic as ])nritan zealots), I 
say SOU1C of the fanatical InaxiIns formerly 
preached bv individuals is not denied, and hai 
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been al read y nutic{\d in these pages; 
lnd 
thi
 is all !hat can be gathered frolll the re- 
script; Lut that this renders the popes i/n- 
pllgllCrS of the order is far fronl being the fact, 
and for this reason it ii J have been induced to 
cite this })ontifl: as ,veIl as his successor, in 
the catalogue of authorities. By the \\'Qrd 
111l)lllgllcr, I presuDle,. that sir John means 
assailflllt; no,v, that the t1isapproyal of SOlne 
casuists, and the blaIning of untinlel y or luis- 
placed .leal of SOlne of the society "'"as no 
.lssaiJing of the order, the foIIo\ving \vords of 
CleJuent XIII, addressed to the archbishops 
and bishops of :France, ,viII, I think, sufficiently 
prove: "But the thing, ,
hich gives t1le deepest 
,,'ound to the public ,veal, and to the faithfuJ, 
\vhich is the greatest insult to the apostolic see 
and to you, is tile persecution they have raised 
against the society of Jesus, ,vhich has e,-er 
!Supplied the cllurch ,,"itlt many able chaInpions, 
and non', by the credit of a prevailing faction, 
is oppressed and dissipated. I t3 institute, that 
institute, \\"hich the ROIuan. catholic çhurch, 
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assembled in the council of Trent, approved 
of j that institute upon which our predecessors 
have besto\ved so many solemn encomiums; 
,vhich has hitherto found protection and re. 
ceived the most signal marks of favour from the 
kings of France; that institute, \vhich you 
yoursel ves, not so much out of gratitude as 
.. 
from a principle of equity, have celebrated and 
publicly declared, that it \vas of very singular 
service to you in your respective dioceses, is now 
loaded ,vith antiquated and groundless calum- 
nies, is treated as a pest, ",vhich had crept into 
the church, and is publicly burned \vith all the 
marks of infamy-." 


GANGANELLI. 


Enougb bas been said of Clement XIV, in 
the foregoing pages, to entitle me to })]ace him 
among the authorities in favour of the Jesuits, 


* Clement XIII's Letter of the 9th Ju1y, 1763, to tbe 
archbishops and bishops of France. 
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thongh the solenln act, by \vbich he extirpated tIle 
order, Inay be said to involve hilll alnong their 
,1.
sailants. 1'he luotives and grounds of tha 
t;lct a 'e clear, and h is private opinion of the order 
is 110 ]e
i nlanifcst. !\Ien, ,,-ho approve of this 
act of Clenlent, are not a,varc that they are 
approving of a corrnpt lnaxiln, ,vith ,,,hich the 
enenlies of the Jl'snits calumniate the ðociety. 
Bc
ides, the destructiou of the order ,vas a 
certain e,
i], anù the good to arise fron1 it, 
t}lC security and inviolability of the holy see 
va
 far fronl being a certain consequence; tIle 
contrary has been proved by subsequent events. 
The gro\vth of one generation sufficed to strip 
tIle tiara of the ,eneratÎon due to it, and to 
threateu c"ery cro\\'n in Europe ,vitb ruin. 
})hilosophical uijhTersitics and acadenlÌes ,,-ere 
every ,,'here, on tlJt
 continent, substituted fQf the 
colleges of the Jesuits; religion and reason no 
longer "rent hand in band in education; the 
latter, \ritb all her spurious offspring, 'vas held 
up as the grand 01Jject and distinguishing 
character of Inan j the fòrnler ""as neglccted, 
s 
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or ridiculed
 and soon lost even its name in 
that of superstition. In 1773, Clenlent XIV 
abolished the order: in 1793, a king of France 
,vas beheaded; Reason ,vas deified, and altars 
erected to her in various countries; anarchy fol- 
]on'cd impiety; deß10ns \vcre chosen to rule, or 
rather to confou ud all order. A S\1ccessor of 
Gangane11i was torn fronl Rome, to die in cap- 
tivity; and others haye, since, been degraded 
into to01s of tIle most absolute and heatbenish 
tyranny that ever existed on tbe earth. It is I 
very evident, therefore, that the preservation of. 
the power of RODle did not depend upon the.' 
destruction of the order of tbe Jesuits, but, 
rather, that the rescript of 1773 ,vas a warrant 
for tbe imprisonment, if not the death, of 
Pins VI, and the subsequent overtbrowof tbe 
holy see. That rescript "'as, therefore, the 
result of a short-sighted policy. It is impossible 
to I'ead Ganganelli's L
tters, and deny tbat he 
was highly intellectual, virtuous, religious, and 
amiable; nor would I confound the pbi10sopby 
wbich he cultivated,. with that which is de- 



A
D rHARGES REFUTED. 131 


tructive of ]'e1igious hope and political order; 
bot his \vho1e conduct, in the affair of the 
Jesuits, proves, that his soul \vas not formed to 
the honours of martyrdom, as he was ready to 
act against his o\vn conviction, and to sacrifice 
principle to convenience; a maxim peculiar] y 
impugned by Jesuits, and by catholics in 
general. 


In addition to the proofs of his good opinion 
of tbe society already given, I will here insert 
a pa
sage to be found in the twelfth volume of 
tbe Annual Register. In addressing the courts 
of Paris, 
Iadrid, and Naples, after his eleva- 
tion to tbe pontificate, he states, that, " in 
regard to the Jesuits, he could neither blame 
l10r annihilate an institute, which }lad been 
applauded and confirmed by nineteen of his 
predecessors; that he could the less do it, 
because it had been anthenticaIJy confirnled by 
the council of Trent; and that, by the French 
maxims, the general council \\Tas above the 
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pope: tbat, if it "ras desired, he \vould call a 
council, iu ,vhich every thing should be dis- 
cus'\ed \\.ith justice and equity, and the Jesuit! 
heard in their o'''"n defence; that he o".cd to 
the Jesuits, as to all the religious oròers, justice 
ånd protection; that, besides, the states of 
Gernlany, the king of Sardinia, and the king of 
J)russia, had \vritten to him in their behalf; and 
tl)at he could not, by their destrnction, content 
some }lrinces, \YÍthont displea:;;ing others." Ne- 
vertheless, ,,'ithout calling a con1JciJ, \vithoul 
1}ea1.ing t11eir defence, he destroyed them j and, 
éertainly, it ,,'ill ever be a ßlatter of astoni
h- 
Inent, that, in a canse of such Inagnitl1de, a 
Roman ponti
 \vhate\"er motives Inay 11ave 
ilnpelled hirn to pronounce the suppression, 
could so far assiUlilate Jlirnself \vith the nlinisters 
of Portugal, Spain, Naples, and France, as to 
overlook that J)rilnary maxim, \"hich Rome, 
,,-hether Pagan or Christian, had in all ages 
re
pected: "It is not the manner of the 
Rou1ans to deliver any man to die, before that 
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he, \\"llich is accu"cd) bave the accusers face to 
face, and bave licence to ans\ver for himself 
couccruing the crilne laid against him *." 


The ",..iter of gome anecdotes annexed to his 
Lettel'
, relates one, \\'hich sho\vs the notoriety 
of the fact, that his suppression of the Jesuits 
""as not the eflèct of a bad opinion of the order: 
as it i
 app1icable to the subject I "Till insert it 
llere. c. '\Thile the bens "\\gere ringing, and 
caUllon firing, to celehrate his cxaltation
 the 
gen
ra) of the J
suits observed, with a sigh, 
there toll
 our passing-bell. Not,'. says the 
writer, "t11at Ganganelli ,va" hostile to the 
Jesuits, but because he thought it \vas necessary to 
:lttcnd to tbe representations of the sovereigns." 


THE PRESIDENT D'I
GUILLES. 


This gent1en1an ,va
 the Aristides of the 
French Inagistracy. I have already mentioned 


.. Acts of the Apostle
, chap. xxv, verse ]6. 
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him, ,vben spedking of l\Ionclar 9 s Conlpf 
Rendu 'I. His opinion of the persecution of 
tbe society will be seen in the follo\\Wing passage, 
\vhich was addressed by him to Louis XV. "If 
the church be incessantly outraged, by the 
judgn1ents passed against tbe institute of the 
Jesuits, the throne is still more pointedly at- 
tacked, upon the t,,"o principal motives, which 
instigate the enemies of the Jesuits to ,vork 
their destruction. The first of tbese motives is, 
plainly, to deprive a society, which is entirely 
de\"oted to the interests of its king, of the 
education of youth; but Illore especiaIJy of tl1e 
youth of Ùle nobility. The second, which is 
equ..alI y as dangerous, is: to astound all the otber 
bodies of tbe kingdom by the terrible fall of 
that, which seemed the most unlikely to be 
shaken; and thus to make them sensible, that 
the hatred of the parliaments is IDore to be 
dreaded than the protection of the king to be 
coveted. " 


->> See page 2!). 
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.-\BBE PROYART, 


I n his ".ork entitled " Louis X.VI deth roned 
before Lc \\,15 King," speaks of the Jesuits in 
these \vords: "The Jesuits, considered only in 
the light of public teachers, ,vere, during their 
existence, the first supports of the thronc."- 
"1""he destruction of the Jesuits ,vas the ruin 
of the precious edifice of national education, 
and gave a general shock to public morality.9t 
1""he abbé, from his many testÎ1nonies in favour 
of the Jesuits, being suspected to be one of 
their order, openly dec)ares, "that he never 
belonged to the society, and that he o\\'ed them 
only truth and justice, for that he ,vas not e,"en 
indebted to theln for his education:" 


VOLTAIRE. 


I have already cited \T oltaire, but I plac
 
biIn in the list here, for the pnrpose of inserting 
50111e farther extracts from his Letters. "Then 
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he ,vas solicited by the Jansenistical magistrates 
to join \\.ith them in accusing the Jesuits of the 
crilne of regicide, be gave this relnarkable 
ans""er, in his Letter to tbe Atheist Damilaville: 
" I should rouse posterity in their bebalf, if I 
accused theln of a. crime, of \vhich Europe, and 
Dall1iens himself, have ackno\v]edged them 
innocent." \V riting, in 1765, three years 
after the suppression of the Jesuits, to the same 
DaluilavilIc, be thus exults in the realized 
. 
expectations of Ð'.L\lelubert: "Victory declares 
for us on e,"ery side. I can assure you, that, 
in a short tilue, the }.abhle alone ,,,,ill remain 
under the standard of our enemies." In subse- 
quent letters he declares, that "å general re. 
volution ,vas Iuaking its appearance in every 
qnarter; that philosophy ,,"as gaining strength 
in the north of Gernlany; that sir.nilar reYO- 
lutions \vcre taking place in Poland, _Italy, and 
Spain." Such was t
lC rapid eHect of the sub- 
stitution of philosophical to religious education! 
ßowevrr borne a,vay by the charms of philo- 
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;it phy, Voltaire ""as great1y attached to the 
esuits, and had the highest opinion of diem: 
this he fuHy expresses in a letter to father de Ia 
Tour, princiJ}al of the col1cge of Louis Ie Grand, 
\vhere he \vas hin1self educated, which lIas beer 
lready cited. 


1.10
TESQUIEU. 


l\lontcsql1ieu, mentioning the go,?ernment of 
Paraguay, then ul1der the guidance of the 

Tesuits, as an instance, among other extraordi- 
na.ry institutions forilled to exalt nations to 
virtue, alludes to the ilnputed an1bition of the 
society to govern; to which he replies, "but 
it ,viII ever be a glorious alnbition to govern 
Juen by rendering them happy. It is glorious 
to tIle soc 1 ety to have been the first to gi\'e, in 
those regions, the idea of re1igion united ,,-ith 
humanity. By repairing the devastations of tho 
Spaniards, they ha\re begun tu heal one of the 
T 
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Dlost dangerous ,vounds the hUluan race ever 
l"cccived. They bave dra\vn ,vild people from 
,,"oods, secured them regular Inaintenance, and 
clothed tbeir nakedness; but eveIi, had they 
done no nlore than add to the stock of indus- 
try among n1en, that ,,",QuId have been doing 
a great deal :1:." 


BUFFON. 


Ie The Inissions," says this celebrated natu- 
ral philosopher, "bave fornled more men, in 
the barbarous nations, than the victorious 
armies of the princes, who subjugated them. 
It is only in this ,vay, that Paraguay bas been 
conquered: the gentleness, the good example, 
the charity, aud tIle exercise of virtue con- 
stantly maintained by the missionaries, made 
tlleir ,yay to the heart
 of the savages; and con- 
qucred their distrust and their ferocity. They 


* Spirit of Laws, Book IV, chap. vi. 
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,\'"ould frequently COIne, of their o\vn accord, 
and beg to be Iuade acqnaintcJ \\"ith the la\\r, 
,vhich rcn<.1ered lllcn so perfect; to that lêHv 
they snbrnitted and entered into .socicty. No- 
thing can ÒO lllore honour' to religion than to 
baye civilized those nations and laid tbe foun- 
dí1.tions of an clHpirc, ,vith no other arn1S than 
those of virtue * ," 


I-IALLEll. 


" The enemies of the society," says IIal1er, 
" disparage their best institutions: they accuse 
thcm of inordinate arlluition, on seeing a kind 
of empire fornlcd by them in distant regions; 
ùut ,,'hat plan can he lnore delightful, or more 
aù\.antageous to hUluanity, than to assemble 
human beings scattered ,,'idel y among the 
gloomy forests of AUlerica, to ",in thenl from 
the savage state, a state of ,vretcheduess, to put 
an cnd to their cruel and destructi,.e \\9ars, to 


· Dissertation on the Varieties of the Human Species, 
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enlighten their Inindð with the tnlths of religion, 
and to fornl tbcln into a society like the state of 
mankind in the golrlell age? Is this not taking 
up the character of legislator for the happiuess 
of 1l1cn? 1'he ambition, that produces so much 
good, cannot but be a laudable passion. No 
,.irtue ever attains that purit}., '\\yhich filen are 
. 
apt to exact; but neither is any virtue disfigure(l 
by tbe passions, ,,'bile tl1e
e serve to promote 
the general hal)piness *." 


l\IURATORI. 


I t is 11 ardl y Tlccessary to olJserve, that 1\1 nra- 
tori"s (,haracter for talents, piet}, and virtue, 
stands "cry high in the 
stinlatjon of the learned. 
I-Ie "as 11. cclebrated Italian \vriter, a feIlo\v of 
the ('bief aradenlies of Italy, of the royal society 
of London, and of the imperial acarlerny of 
Oln1utz, and he ,vas consult
d as the oracle of 


* Tracts on several interesting Subjects in Politicg an(1 

Iorals. 
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thc RgC by t1JC litcf'lti of Europe. lIe \\Was horn 
in 1072 and died in 1750. He ".as uncon- 
nected \vith the societv of the J csui tc;, and the 
01 
high prai
es he bestows upon thenl could, there- 
fore, onl y haye been òicta.ted þy a just esteeIn 
and adillir,ltion. 1"hc follo\ving extracts are 
froill his \, ork entitled, It C1"istiunessilllo felice 
Iellt nzissiolli dé Padri dellà Conlpagnia di Gesu 
?u.! I
lIragtla;; a ,york \vhich Dlay serve as a 
cOlnnlentary on the edicts, declarations, and 
Iuauifcstoe,-, of tbe court of Portugal unòer tha 
dictatorship of Pomba1. "I could \\"ish, that 
some one among the enemies of the church of 
llome, ,,'lID carry their a'''ersion to the Jesuit
 
so fdf as to asperse the zeal of those admirable 
Inis
ionaries, and tbeir purity of intention, in 
the laborious functions, ,vhich they discharge 
amòng the infidels, ,,"
uld only accon1pany them 
. - T 
a\\'hiIe in their apostolic excursions, to see and ' 
examine what they do, and ,,,,hat they suffer for 
the salvation of souls. He ,vould undoubtedly" 
anù that yery soon, lay aside furnler prejudices" 
and, perhaps, ,vhat he had seen ,,,,ould suffice 
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to Inake hilll renounce his error." After enu- 
Dlerating, brieí1y, the charges against the Jesuits 
of A merica, such as their making themselves 
pctty princes; engrossing the conllllerce of Pa- 
raguay; beco1I1ing dangerously \yealthy and 
po\verful; bribing governors; )'obbing the In- 
dians, under corer of pleasillg God, &c. &c., 
. 
I)e says, ",!'his is an abstract of the dcfanlatory 
reports spread about the" orld, either by ,vord 
of DloUth, or })rinted libc]s, against the mis- 
sionaries of I)araguay. I will advance nothing 
,vithont clear }}roofs. I am not afraid of af- 
firming, that all these irrlJ)utations are calumnies 
and detestable forgeries, suggested by envy and 
nlalice." lIe then proceeds to prove them to be 
such * . 


* See the English edition of his ,york, called "A 
Relation of the 
Iissions of Paraguay," pages 113, ] 8J, 
tt passim. 
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GROTIDS, LEIBXITZ, B.\CO
. 


This triurn,"irate of religion and gentunc 
philosophy ,,,cre friends and admirers of the 
Jesuits; they arc cited or referred to in t11f' 
fol1o\\'ing Letters, I shall therefore be satisfied 
\vith J1dU1ÏUg them here. 


FREDERIC TIlE GREAT. 


"Frederic," says the elegant scholar alrèady 
t,,"ice quoted *, " in spite of his sceptical vanity, 
appeared sOlnetiJlleS to be convinced of the dan- 
gerous principles of all those false philosophers, 
",hose adulatory attentions he ,vas ,vcak enough 
to be pleased \\'ith. In one of these nlolnents, 
in \vhich his good sense retained the ascendency 
over his self-love, \vhen the ne,vs reached hin1 of 
the proscription of the Jesuits in F..ance, bv the 
confidcntial agents of snprelne authority: "Poor 
souls," said he, "they have destroyed the foxes, 
which defended then} fron1 tbe ja,vs of the 


.. ::\1. Lally Tolenda1. 
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,volves, and tbcy do not perceive that they are 
about to be devoured." \Vhomever the king of 
l}russia Ineant by tIle wo1\es, it is ,veIl kno\vn, 
that the same par] iament that devoured the 
Jesuits in 1764, ""ere equally disl)oscd to de- 
. 
vour the cpiscoJ)al body in 1765. 


DR. JOIIXSON. DEAN I,JR\VAN. 


J t is very con1ffion to speak of superstition as 
a .s11ade in the character of Johnson; and, no 
ùoubt, a tHodern }Jhilosophcl" \yill object to the 
authority of one so bigoted as to declare,' that 
monasteries ha\ e sO)
lething congenial to the 
mind of Inan." Such objections, hQ\\"eyer, 
ha]l 
Dot divert me from enroIJing him 11ere; for, the 
opinion he expressed relative to the destruction of 
the Jesuits ,vas the result, not of any superstitious 

noth'e, but of that penetration, ,,'hich ,,'as not 
to be hI unted by tbe opposition of prejudices. 
1\lrs. Piozzi tells us, that, ,vhel1 he \vas at Rouen, 
"he conversed with the abbé Rofette about 
the destruction of the J e
uits, and conùen1llcf1 
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h loudl y, a! a hlo\v to the general po".er of the 
church, and like] y to be follo\ved "\",ith many 
and dangerous innovations, "\vhich "tnight, at 
length, become fatal to religion itself, and 
sIlake eyen the foundations of Christianity." 
With Dr. Johnson let me }11ace Dean Kirwan, 
\vho often declared, that he imbibed tbe noble- 
ambition of benefiting mankind in the college 
of thè English Jesuits, at St. Onler's 
.." 


BAUSSET. 


Bausset, bishop of l\Ieth, in a Life of Fene- 
lon, published so lately as the year 1809, passes 
a comprehensive and eloquent eulogium on the 

ociety, of \\'Lich the follonying sentences form 
but ð part: "Wherever the Jesuits were heard 
of they preserved all classes of society in d spirit 
of order, \visdon), and consistency. Called, at 
the COlllDlcncenlent of the soci
ty, to the educa- 
tion of the priucipal families of the state, they 



 See the Life prefixed to his Sermons. 


u 
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tended their cares to the inferiol. classes, and 
p them in tbe bappJ habits of religious and 
mor I vÏrtue."-" They bad the merit of at- 

tivg honour to their religious character, by 
s
verity of jJ.1apnerS, a teJ1Jperance, r JlobjIity, 
....I)d a personal disinterestedness, ,vhich even 
beir enemies co Id not deny tl em, Tbis is the 
fairest answer tbey can Inake to satires, "rhicb 
accuse them of relaxed morality." -" These 
me
, wllo were described as so dangerous, 
so po\
erfu], so vindictive, bo\\
ed, without a 
murmur, under the terrible hand that crushed 
tbem *." 


JUAN AND ULLOA. 


The very names of these travellers suggest the 
virtues and the praises of the Jesuits. It 'v
"S 
froln their volumes that Robertson took his ac- 
count of the settlement of Paraguay, and I do 
pot think it necessary here to extend their testi- 
mony. 


* ßausset's Life of Fenelon, vol. i" page 21, &c. 
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RICHELIEU. 


"Then the four D1iaisters of Charenton pre- 
sented ,'ery heavy accusations against tbe Je- 
nits to Loui
 XIII, cardinal Richelieu an- 
s,,'ered dIem aU: for tbe sake of brevity, I sllalI 
extract only bis reply on the charge of regicide. 
" As to what yon say of their doctrine, ,vith ra- 
spect to the po\\'er they attribute to the pope over 
kings, yon would have spoken very differently 
of it J if, instead of learning it from the private 
lJ..'ritings of a fe\v particulars, you l1ad collected 
it fron1 the month of their general, \vha, in 
the year 1610, made a public and solemn 
declaration, by \\,hich he not only disapproves, 
but forbids all tbose of his order, under very 

evere penalties, to teach or maintain it Ja\vful, 
under "'hat pretext of tyranny soever, to attenlpt 
upon the persons of kings and princes." 
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ABBE RA'\"NAL. 


To the foregoing testimunies, let us add that 
of one of the bittcre
t enemies of Christianity. 
'"' The luagnificence of the ceren1onies," 8åys 
Raynal, " attracts the T ndians to the churches, 
,\'here they find })leasl1re and picty united. 
There it is that reli
ion is alniaLlc, and it i
 at 
'-' 
first in her lllillisters tha.t she there gains love. 
Not hiug equals the purity of the lllorals, _the 
D,ild and tender zeal, the paternal solicitude, of 
the Jesuits of Paraguay. E"
ry pastor is tru]
 
the father, as ".ell as the dircctor of Lis })a.. 
rishioners. There his anthurit) is ItOt fel
, fOl 
be orders, prohibits, an(} pnnish
s, only ,\
hat 
is pnni
hed, prohibited, and ordered by the 
religion, \,'hich aU of theu}, as \\'en as he, \\'or.. 
ship and cherish."-".c\ go, ernlnent ill \\'hich 
nohody is idle, nobody \,"orks to excess; III 
".bifh food is \vholesou]e, plentiful, and ilupar- 
tially partaken by dl1 the citizens, \\'ho arc 
convenieutJy lodged, convenientJy clothed; in 



.XD CHARGES IlEFUTED. 149 


".hich old persons,. ,,'ido\,.s, orphans, and tJ]O 
sick, find' a Sl1ccour unkno\vl1 in any other part 
of the globe; in ,,,hich every one Dlarries ac- 
cording to inclination, and \vithout interest; and 
where large falnilics are a comfort, ,vithout a pos- 
sibility of Leconling a burthen; in ,,,hich the de- 
bauchery inseparable from idleness, that equally 
comlpts opulence and poverty, ne\.er acceJerate') 
the degradation, or rather the decline of hunlan 
1ife; in \yhich factitious passions are never ex- 
cited, and \vcll- regulated desires never th,,"arted; 
in \\'hich the ad\'antages of comnlerce are en- 
jo'yed; \\"ithout danger of cOHtagion from the 
vices attendant on luxury; in \\'hich \vell-stored 
magazines, and nll1tnal gratuitous succours among 
nations, rendered brothers by the same religion, 
afford a secure resource against tbe ,vant that 
the uncertainty or jnclenlenGy of the seasons 
may produce; In \yhich crin1Ìnal justice has 
r!e\"er been under' the melancholy necessity of 
condenH1Ïng a single crirninal to death-, to igno. 
miny, or tu punisLnlent of any duration; and in 
which the very name of a tax or of a lan.sllÎt is 
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unl",nou.n." Listen, I pray, to this accou'nt, 
from a quarter 80 unsuspected, of " the slaver!! 
in \\yhich the Jesuits held the Indians of Para- 
guay, and the atrocities ,vhicb they exercised 
there;.t for such is the language of their as- 
sailant, \\ horn one must be surprised to find 
unacquainted ,,'ith the writings of such an au- 
thor as RaynaJ. 


THE BISHOPS OF FRANCE. 


There are forty-five names of bishops sub- 
scribed to a ]'epl y Inade by them to certain 
articles proposed for their examination by 
Louis XV. Their judgment is given at con- 
siderable length, and tbe testimony of it is too 
valuable to be abridged. I have already referred 
the reader to the document, printed at lengtb, 
in the Appendix, at thè end of this volume; to 
enable him, however, to judge here of the 
importance of it, I ,viII insert the articles in 
this place. 
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The first is: "Of \vhat use the Jesuits Inay 
be in France; the advantages or inconveniences 
that filay attend the various functions, ,,"hich 
they ex
rci5e under our authority." 


The second: "Ho\v the Jesuits behave, in 
tbeir instructions, and in their O\VD conduct, 
with regard to certain opinioJ1
, which strike at 
the safety of the king's person; as, like\vise, 
}\"ith regard to tbe received doctrine of the 
clergy of France, contained in the declaration 
()f the year 1682; and, jn general, \vith regard 
to their opinioIU on t e other side of tùe Alps." 


The third: "The conduct of the Jesuits, 
with regard to their subordination to bishops; 
and whether, in tbe exercise of their functions, 
tbey do not encroach on tbe pastoral rights and 
privileges." 


The fourth: "Whether it Inav not be con.. 

 


,"enient to moderate and set bounds to the au- 
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thority, ,vhich the general of tIle Jesuits exer- 
cises in France." 


1'he replies fully substantiate the utility o( 
tbe society, tùe purity of their doctrine, the 
J'egularity of their conduct, and the consistency 
of thcir government ,vith their duty to their 
king and country *. 


Such, then, is the nature of the antholities, 
tl1at l.ank in favour of the Jesuits; and the 
reader, by comparing them with the inyeterate 
and corrupt spirit
, ,vhich have beel) dragged 
from obscurity to destroy theln a second time, 
will be able to estin1ate their resJ1cctive value, 
and the nlotive
 of the ne\v conspirators against 
them. 


Perhaps enough has incidental1y appeared, in 
\he preceding pages, to inform the reader of tb
 


· Appendix" No. II. 
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chief crinles ilnputecl to the society of the 
Jesuits, and to satisfy hi'} n1Ïnd of the fal
ehood 
of the imputations, as ,veIl as of the baseness 
. and ,,'ickedness of the means contrived for 
attaching therll upon those devoted victims. 
l\lany of the ilnputations arc also reluoved ill 
the fol1o\ving Letters. And when J consider, 
that tbe judgnlent of the bishops of France 
affords, on these points, a conlplete refutation 
of the slanders \vhich IJave been lavished upon 
the society, I feel, that I should be \vasting 
time, and abusing the attention of my reader, 
'vith unnecessary repetition. A brief notice, 

o,vever, of some of the principal charges 
against the society, may not be unacceptable 
:here. Let us inquire into those of alnbition, 
commerce, and sedition. 


In tbe searches \vhicb I bave luade, it appears 
to me, both from narrative of facts, and frolu 
reasoning on the ,nature of things, that the 

ociety of the Jesuits have been n10st basely 

Iandcred, a" \vell as inhunlanly treated. 'Vb at 


x 
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,vas their Rrnhition? The glory of God, and the 
edification of Dlan. But, say their enenlies, 
bo\\' ""ere these pursued? and \vere they al\v<lY
 
tIle real objects? The Jesuits are accused of 
shaping their course to the ricbest and most 
COlll11Jodious countries; ".ith extending the 
]inlits of the church to enlarge the circle of 
their commerce; "ith preaching sedition t \\'ith 
raising, on tbe cross, a throne to their ambition 
rather than to Christ. What do ".e learn from 
reason, and froln fact? The roads to all eccle- 
siastical honours, all political employments, are 
shut to Jesuits, ,,,,110 renounce tbe former by a 
formal von?, and arc prohibited the latter by 
the most rigorous l)enalties *. 'fhe countries, 
wI1ere \\'e hear of Jesuits, are inhabited ùy 
cannibals, by Hurons, Iroquois, Canadians, 
Illinoise, Negroes, Ethiopians, Laplanders, 
Tartars; they are bar en deserts, eternal sno\vs, 
burning sands, gloomy forc
ts; there did tllese 
alnbitiollS men Jive on ,,,ild herbs and bitter 
. 


. * See the Institute, vol. ii, p. 740. 
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roots, and cover then1selves \vith leaves, or the 
skins of \\'iJd beasts; there did they run from 
cave to cave by day, and sleep at night in the 
holIo\vs of rocks. Are these the abodes of 
luxury and ,vealth? I t is indeed a glorious 
:llnbition to make IneH happy, to teach, and to 
save: sn-ch is the alubition displayed by the 
Jesuits, and the throne they raised on tbe cross 
,vas one of faith, hope, aud charity. 


With respect to comn1erce. By tbe c
nons 
of the cburch, it is forbidden to - ecclesiastics, 
and, certainly, for good reasons. Conllnerce is 
a profession, a J}ursuit, to \vhich Inen devote 
their tin1e, for tbe purpose of obtaining a Ii \'e1i- 
110od, and of amassing fortunes. It is a pur- 
suit inconsistent \vith the habits and duties of 
the ministers of religion. This is the ilnputa- 
tion Ineant to be thro\vn OIl the Jes\1it
, and 
\vhich POlnbaI, their great enelny, and the 
enemy of every virtue, endeavoured to fix upon 
them. It \vas not dHEcult for then1 to repel 
I 
t11is charge. They had a dcpôt at I..isbon, \vhere 
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tIley kept effects, which ser,'ed them instead of 
Inoncr. These things \ycre sold, as a proprietor 
of ]and ,yould sell his corn, to support the 
brothers of the order in j-\Iuerica, \yIlo, having 
110 incolne, could only be supplied \"ith C0l1l1ll0- 
òities, in those savage countries. I f this did not 
n1iJitate agaiibt the spirit that prohibits C0111- 
Jnerce to priests, as little did the kind of traffic 
,,'hich ,,'as superintended by the Illis,,-ionaries in 
Para

.ll('Y, aud ".hieh \\Ta
, ill fact, a 8pecies Qf 
])iety. \\Tith \"hat (lclight does one read the 
account uf it, in the \Toyage of Juan aud UlJoa. 
" 'I'he Jesuits tal,e npon thel)} the sole care of 
di
J)o
ing of the rnanl1f
lcturcs and products of 
the Guaranies I lldians, designed for COlllmerce; 
tl)cse people being natura]] y careless and in- 
dol
llt, aud, douhtless, \vithout the diligent 
in
pectio1l and pathetic exhortations of the 
fathers, ,yonJd be buriet in sloth and inòigence. 
"fhe case is ,"ery different in the luissions of the 
Chi(J'litos, \\"110 are industrious, carefuJ, and 
frug'al 
 and their gcnius so happil y adapted to 
CUllllllcrce, a
 not to staud in need of any factors
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The prie -ts in the yil1agec; of this nation are of 
110 expen"'e to the crown, the Indians thelnselves 
rejoicing in 11laintaining theIn, and joil1 in cnI- 
tÏ\'ating a plantation, fined with aU kinds of 
grain and fruit", for tIle prie
t; the renlainder 
'lfter this decent snpport, being applied to pur': 
chase ornalucuts for the churches. That the In- 
dians Inay never be in any ,vant of necessaries, it 
is one part of the luinister's care to have aI\\rays 
in readiness a stock of different kinds of tools, 
stufl's, and other goods; so that all ,vho are in 
"rant repair to hin), bringing, by ,,'ay of ex- 
change, ,vax, of "\vhich there are here great 
quantities, and other products. And this barter 
is luade ,,'ith the strictest integrity, that the 
Indians may have no reason to complain of 
oppression, and that the high character of tbe 
prie
ts, for justice and sanctity, may be stu- 
dious]y J>rp.
erved. TI)e goods received in ex- 
cllallge are; by the })ril:sts" ðent to the superior 
of th
 lllissions, ,vho i:, a diflèrent person fronI 
the superior of the Guaranies; and, \"ith the 
l>foduce, a fresh stock of goods is laid in. Tha 
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principal intention of this is, that the Indian,- 
I.tlay have 110 occasion to leave their o\vn country, 
in order to be furni
hed \"ith necessaries; and, 
by this Ineans, are kept frollt the contagion of 
those vices, \vhich tbey "'ould naturally contract 
in their intercourse ,vith the in habitants of other 
countries, ,vherc the depravity of human nature 
is not corrected by such good examples and 
]a,vs *." This i
 the comrnerce, the ouly com- 
merce carr:ecl on by the Je
uits; a comnlerce, 
that the apostles themselves \vo111d have main- 
tained as a duty. I 8]Jeak of the society, and 
of their spirit as a body; for I am not ignorant 
of the scandal \"hich \vas brought upon them 
by the conduct of IJ. Lavalette, ,vito, under 
pretence of augmenting the revenues of St. Pe- 
ter's, ruined the rnission at I\Jartinique, and the 
cause of the Jesuits in France. What numerous 
body can be ans\verable for every individual of 
it ? 'I'he circumstances attending the. conduct 
of Lavalette are not very clear; but to contend 


"* Juan ånd uno
1 Vol. II. chap. XVI p. 179 and 180. 
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for his innocence is not necessary to the cha- 
racter of the order, the purity and integrity of 
'\vhich, ho\vever, derive a nc\v dernonstration 
frolll the very eflèct produced by his luisconduct, 
be the guilt of that \vhat it lllay, for it exoueratcs 
all the other Jesuit n1issionaries from the charge 
of trading. This charge bad long existed
 
J)revious to Lavalette's affair: long before had 
hatred been upun the \vatch, and calumny actiye: 
long before had both the old and ne\v \vorld 
Leen full of Jesuit missionaries, and every \vherc 
were they exposed to the scrutinizing looks of 
their enelnies: no sooner was Lavalette de- 
nounced, than all eyes ""ere turned upon hirn, 
and iUllnediatel y an Europe rang "Tith his n
me. 
Scarcely had that of the bold nayigator, \vno 
discovered, or that of the sanguinary captain, 
",ho conquered America, travelled so rapidly, 
or \vith so n1uch noise. Innlunerable 1iùel'1 
i
sued from the prcss, and nothing eqnalled the 
celebrity of the sul
ect. What is the evident 
inference? rfhis: that, a1thongh their enetnie
 

 
".ere so vigilant in observing, so skilful in de- 
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tecting, so eager to expose sncb of the mis
ion- 
aries, "'110, in spite of their institute, 
hould 
òecollle luercbants, yet Lavalctte \yas the only 
.one that had cyer afforded them a shadow of 
proof for such a charge. 


The accusation of preaching sedition, and SO\v- 
ing the seeùs of re\'olt, is equally unlllerited. It is 
-true, that the Jesuits \\"ere assiduous in pre
ent- 
ing aU personal intercourse bet"Teen the Indians 
and tbe Spaniards and Portugueze, for whicIl 
they ,vere charged lfith a seditious intention of 
thro\\ iog off the Spanish government. I kno\v 
Dot that the thro\ying off of governments should 
8bock modern philosoJ}hers, or the modi6eation 
of religion disturb their brain; but I kuo\v, that 
,.ery different motives are assigned for this as- 
siduity of the Jesuits, in excluding the Euro- 
peans from the Indians; Illotiv"es, ,,'hich nlerit 
bonour here and cro\vns of glory 11ereafter. 
The reader ,vill thank tHe for cOD1IDunicating 
tl1em in the silnple and affecting language of 
the Spanish trayellers last cited. "The mi
- 
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ionary fathers \vill not allo\v any of the inha- 
bitants of Peru, ,vhether Spaniards or others, 
l\Icstizos or even Indians, to cotne \yithin their 
missions in Paraguay. Not \\'ith a vie\\-' of con- 
cealing their transactions froln the ,,,orld; or 
that they are afraid lest others 8110n1<1 snpplant 
them of part of the products and rnannfactnres; 
Ilor for any of those causes, 'v hich, e,'en ,yith 
less foundation, envy has dared to suggest; but 
for this reason, anù a very prudent one it is, 
that their Indians, \",ho being as it ,vere new 
born from savageness and brntality, and in- 
itiated into moralitr and religion, may be kept 
steady in this state of innocence and silnplicity. 
These Indians are 
trangers to 
edition, pride, 
malice, envy, and other passions, ,yhich are so 
fatal to society. But, "'ere stranger$ adlnitted 
to cOlne among theIn, their bad exalnples \vould 
teach theln \vhat at present they are happily 
ignorant of; but should Jnode
ty, and the at- 
tention they pay to the instructions of their 
teachers, be once laid aside, the shining ad- 
vantages of these settleJucnts '\vould soon come 
y 
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to nothing; and such a number of souls, ,vllo 
no\v ,,'orship the true Cod in the beauty of 
holiness, and live in tranquillity and Jove (of 
,vhich 
ucb s1ender traces are seen anlong civi. 
]ized nations), ,vould be again seduced into the 
paths of di
ordcr and }Jcrdition."-" Hence it is, 
that the J t..soits have inflexibly adhered to their 
maxim of not adu}jtting any foreigners among 
tllem: and in this they are certainly justified by 
tlJe melancholy exanlple of the other Dlissions 
of Peru, wbo
e dec1ine from their former hap- 
piness and })iety is the effect of an open intcr- 
cou rse :1= ." It is also true, tllat the Indians did 
revolt, if tbat tern1 can be applied to an act ren- 
dered unavoidable hy the horrid avarice and 
despotism, ,vhich had conspired to sacrifice 
these hapI)Y and innocent tribes; but so far 
,,,ere the J esnits from being instigators of the 
revolt, that they were in danger of being the 
victims of it, of ,vhich they ,vere ,veIl aware. 
The facts ,vould fornl a long and interesting 


_ * Juan and Ulloa, 'Tol, II, chap. xv, p. 182 and 184. 
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narrative; but it i
 only necessa.'y, at present, 
to state a fc\v particulars. A notion had heen 
generated in the inlagination of l)olnhal, the 
Portugueze minister, that, in the re
iou of those 

 L 
happy sett 1 etnents, there ,vere Inines of gold, 
unknown to the iul!abitants. On these he cast 
}lis eyes, and comlnenced an intrigue for ex- 
changing that territory ,,,ith Spain, for others, at 
the inllnense distance of three hundred leagues. 
This being effected, he resolved, that tbe \vhole 
J ndian population of })aragl1ay should be trqns- 
ported. The Jesuits \vere ordered to dispose 
the people to transn)igrate. They, at first, ven- 
tured to represent modestly the difficulty of such 
a remo\ya], and to conjure the officers of govern- 
ß1ent to consider, ,,'"hat an undertaking it \vas, 
to transpo..t, over such \yildernesses, thirty 
thousand 
on]s, \vith their cattle and effects, to 
a distance of nearly a thousand IniJes: they were 
sharply told, that ouedience aud not expostula- 
tion \\"as expected. The conseqncnces present a 
]listory, that might dnnv tears froul tbe n10st ob- 
durate. 1\ O\V ,,"ould have bc
n the tÌlne for tho 
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Jesuits to estab1i
h their empire, had the pr
ject 
iUlpnted to thelIl heen founded. \Vhat \"as 
their ('onduct? Rather than become rebc1s 
the
e faithful aud hUIJ1bIe suhjects laboured 
earlle
t]y to prevail upon the Iudians to obey 
tIle 11 JêUHJ ate. 1-'htir t:"xertion
, ho\\'c\"er great, 
,,"ere not satisfactory, and nc\v conlIDands for 
baste ,,"ere issued; a fc\v Inontiis \vere alJo\\"ed 
for an undertaking, ,yhich, if it could be ex- 
ecuted at all, required years. r-rhis preci))ita- 
tion ruined the ,,
hole. The poor creatures, 
\Y}10 \vere to be torn from their habitations, 
driYen to extrenlities, hegan to distrust tl}eir 
o"'n u1issionaries, and 
uspected thcru of acting 
in concert \\"ith the officers of Spain and Portu- 

al. }"'rOln that monlent they looked upon theln 
only as 80 Inany traitors, \",Lo ,,-ere seeking to 
àe1iver t1leln up to their old inveterate enenlÌes" 
III the coul'se of a short tÌIne, peace, order, and 
bappiness, gaye \yay to \var, confusion, and mi- 
sery. Those Indians, previously so flexible, so 
docile, insensibly lost tllat 8pirit of submission 
and simplicity, ,,,hich had distinguished tbem, 
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and they every \\' here prepared to make a vigo- 
rons resistance. The contest lasted a considera- 
ble tìrne, during ,,,,hich the Indians experienced 
,some succe
s, but ,vere ultimate1y defeated; 
SOllIe of them burnt their to\vns and betook 
thernselves in thousands to the ,voods and 
Dlountains, ,,,here they perished nliserably. 
After 
urveying all the 1)lains, searching aU the 
forests, digging all tbe mountains, sounding all 
the 1akes and rivers, to estab]ish the limits of 
the country, no mines lvere found, and the di- 
rector of the schelne, Gomez,. finding hin1self 
the dupe of his mad inlagination and puerile 
credulity, ,vlshed it possible to conceal his 
shanle and prevent his disgrace, by having the 
treaty bet\\'een the t\VO courts annulled. He 
even descended so lo\v as to beseech the Jesuits 
thelllSe] ves to endeavour to effect the annulling 
of it. They, of course, paid no attention to 
the entreaties of a nlan, \\ hose insatiable ayidity 
had caused the ruin of thirty thousand of their 
fcllo\\9 creatur
s; and it \vas not till Charles III 
succeeded to the crOW'll of Spain, that the treaty, 


. 
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of \\"'hich )Je had ne,.er a})proved, ""as annul1ed. .. 
1'here \vas no\v an end to the ,,,,ar in ParagullY,. 
so fatal to its once happy, pious, and virtuous 
population, \"ho, in consequence of it, lost not 
only their property, but their innocence, their 
piety, their docility, their gentleness, their si(l1- 
plicity, ,,"hich \vere superseded by European de- 
bauchery, hypocrisy, and perfidy; vices that 
fOflned a Hew and alrnost. insurnlountablc.. ob- 
stacle to the progress of religion, in those im- 
mense regions, \vhcre, for so many years, it 
])ad flourished *. 


Ilaving sbo\yn tbe pious nature of tIle anl- 
bition, \"hich inflarued the zed} of the Jesuits; 
the paterna] nature of the commel.ce, ,vhich 
consisted in necessary con1modities, taken in 
barter for the provision of their establishments, 
and not in }.ich products, of various countries, 
fr
ighted on wealthy bPccnlations; and having 


* See Memoirs of the :i\Iinistry of Carvalho, Marqui., 
de PonlbaJ. 
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ho"yn also that their conduct, in excluding 
Europeans frolß the I)araguay settlelnents, \vas 
not thé effect of a seditious disposition, I 
hould 
nó\v conclude this chapter, did I not, as I 
])Toceed, feel Illore and IDore a desire to remove 
the prejudices, ,,,hich an extraordinary COlll- 
bination of passions and talents, operating on 
the progress of human affairs, has spread over 
tbe character of men, "ho appear to nle to have 
been actuated by the subliInést motives, such a'i 
Dlight be attributed to angels; tbe glory of 
God, and the benefit of mankind. The picture 
dra\vn by the abbé Barruel of one of the ex- 
Jesuits, ,vho ,vas nlurdered at Avignon, in one 
of the revolutionary massacres, is a genuinc. and 
convincing representation of a celestial spirit, 
\vhich never could have been nourished in a 
corrupt society, \yhich must have o\'ied it
 
qualities to an exalted one. This })()rtrait 
cannot but be yic\ved \vith loyp and aduliration, 
nnd the reader ,,,"ould think an apology for plac- 
Ing it before hÏIn superfluous. 
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" A vignon and the Corn tat had been declared, 
by the as
emh]y, united to France. Jourdan, 
surnamed Coup-itte, \\'a
 at A vignon \vith his 
banditti. 'fhe unfortunate })ersons shut up in 
the prisons \",ere devoted by hin) to death. An 
Ïmlnense pit ,vas opened to serve as their grave, 
nd loads of sand \vere carried thither to covet 
tbe hodies. There 'were :six hundred prisoners 
in tbe castle: the hour \Vas fixed for IJutting 
them to death and thro\ving tbem, OIle after 
the other, into the pit. There ,vas, at .c-\ vignon; 
a virtuous priest, one of those men for \vhom 
we feel, on earth, a veneration, like that 
paiel to the saints in heaven. IIis name \vas 
Nolhac; he had formerly been rector of the 
noviciat of tbe Jesuits at Thoulouse, and \vas 
no\v eighty years old. For thirty years he had 
been the parish priest of St. Syulphoricn, a 
parish, \\'hich he had taken in prcfcJ;ence, fron1 
its being that of the poor. During all these 
)"ears, spent in the to\vn, he hat! been the fa- 
ther and refuge of the indigent, the consoler of 
tbe afflicted, the adviser and frielld of the in- 
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Labitants, and he ,,'ould not listen to their 
entreaties, to quit the place, on the arrival of 
the jacobins ,,,ith Jourdan and his banditti. 
lIe could never resol \'e to leave his pari!'jhonets, 
deprived of their Iniuister, in the Inoginning of 
the t.'onhles of the schislU, aud far less to leave 
then], depri\'ed of the consolations of religion, 
",bile under the tyranny of the banditti. l\lar- 
tyrdUllJ, the glory of 
hedding his blood fOT 
Jesus Christ, for his church, or for the faithfu1, 
were, to hiln, but the accoinplislllnent of desires 
and wishes, "hich, all his life, had been formed 
in his sou), dnd \vith \vhich he knc\v ho\v to 
inspire his disciples, \vhen he was directing them 
in tbe paths lif perfection. His life itself had 
ùeen but a ßlartyrdoln, concealed Ly a counte- 
nance always serene, and ahvays beaming an- 
gelic joy, \vith peace of conscience. His body, 
clothed with the hair-shirt, had needed the 
strong constitution, with \vhich nature had en- 
do\ved him, to support hi.n nnder the tllortifica- 
tions, \vatchings, and fasts he endured, through 
aU the activity of a mini
ter anù the austerity of 
z 
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an anchorite. Daily at prayer and meditation 
long before 
jght; daily vi
iting the sick and 
the poor, ". hom he never left ,,'ithout admi- 
nistering, together ,vith spiritual consolations, 
telnporal cOluforts, confided to his hands by 
the faithful; al,,
ys }Joor as to himself, but 
rich for others, it was at length time to con- 
summate the sacrifice of a life who11y devoted 
to charity and to his God. 


" :\1. Nolhac, \vhom the banditti tbelnselves 
bad hitherto held sacred, \vas sent pri
oner to 
the castle the very day before that on \vhich the 
six hundred \'ictio1S \verc to be put to death. 
IIis appearance among tho
e unbappy persons, 
who all h.ne\v and revered him, ,vas that of a 
-consoling angel; his first words were tho
e of 
an apo
tle of souls, sent in order to prepare 
.them for appearing before the judge of the 
-quick and the dead: 'I come to die with you, 
BY children: \ve are all going together to ap
 
pear before God. Ho\v I thank hirn for having 

ellt. me to prepare your souls to llPpear . at hi
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tribunal! COlne, my chi1dren, the nl0nlents 
arc precious; to-nl01TO\V, perbaps to dë1Y, \ve 

}Iall he no longer in this \vorld; 1et n
; by a 
sincere repentance, qualify oursel yes to be 
hdPPY in tbe other. Let nle not lose a single 
soul 
lmong }ou. Add to the hope, that God 
will receive ßJyself into his bosoln, the happi- 
ness of being able to present you to biuI, as 
cl1ildren all of \"hom he charges me to save,. 
and to t.ender \vorth y of his Inercy.' They 
thro\v thelnsel yes at his knees, elnbrace, and 
cling to theIne "Tith tears and sobs they con- 
fess their faults: he listens to tbem, he absolves 
thein, he elnbraces theln \vith that tenderness, 
"yhich he al\\yays rnanifested to sinners. lIe 
had the satisfaction of finding them all Im- 
pressed by his paternal exhortations. AlreaJy 
bad that unspeakable pleasure, that peace \\'hil"h 
only God can gÏ\Te, (lS in IIea\Ten he ratifies 
the absolution of his mini
ter on Earth, taken 
place of fear on their countenances, \vhen the 
,'oices of the banditti \vere heard calling out 
those, ,,'ho 'Yer
 to be the first victiln
, for 
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'\\
honl tl1ey waited at the gate of the fort. 
1'here, on the right and on the left, stood t\VO 
assassins, each ha\'ing an iron bar in his hands, 
"\\"ith ,,-hich they struck their victinlS, as tbey 
canle ont, \\.ith all their force and killed them. 
The hodies "'ere then delivered to other execu- 
tioners, ,,-ho luangled tIle liinbs and disfigured 
theu} \\--ith sahrc
, to render it ilnpossiLle for 
tlJe chi1dren Hud friend
 of tbe persons to di'\- 
tingnish theln. After thi
J the renlains ,,"'ere 
thro,,'n into the internal pit, caned tbe ice- 
house. l\leanwbile, :\1. 1\oIhac, ,\'ithin tbe 
prison, continued exhorting and elubracing the 
unhappy prisoner:;, and encouraging them to go 
as they \vere called. lIe ,vas fortunate enough 
to be the last, and to follu\Y into the presence 0 
11is God the six hundred soul
, \vho had carried 
to IIe
l\"en tIle tidjng
 of his heroic zeal and un- 
shaken fortitnde:l."-Nolhac ""'as a Jesuit! 


* llarruel's llialoire du Clergé pendant la Revolution 
Françoise, pa6e J 52. 



CIIAPTER III. 


Of the Order of tlte Jesuits, with tlte prominent 
features of the Illstilllte. 


flOW Inany Inen are there, ",ho never kne\v 
nlore of Jesuits than their naille, that have, 
fronl the hideouE caricatures, \vhich have been 
òrawn of thcm, ilnbibed such prejudices, and 
admitted snch horrible impressions against the 
iociety, as to render it a ,,'onder, and \\"ith some 
a scandal, that any person should dare to make 
the slightest attelnpt 'to\vards' thf;ir vindication. 
On the perusal of this volume, I trust, that the 
,,"onder and the scandal \vill appear to be, that 
men should have so suffered their reason to be 
irnpos
d upon, and their feelings betrayed, as to 
Le taluely led into dIe views of tbe de8troyers
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not on I y of this religious order, but of religion 
itself, and of soci tl order. I \vill endea\'our 
Lere to gi\'e a
 faithful luiniature of the noble 
c,;;ginaJ, "yhi<:h, nnd(:r di
torted features, ,,"e 
have heen invitell to riJicnle and to detest. I 
do not, hon'ever; pretend to offt'r to the render 
a del'p-reasoned di
cus
ion, but only a slight 
sketch of the lonch traduced institute of the 
Je
uits, and of tIle pursuits and pa
t successes 
of the Inen, wbo devoted thelDsel ves to it. 


# Jesuits" ere never much kno,vn in this king- 
ÒOtn. The} ,""ere never more than a small de- 
tdchrr){
nt of missionary priests, pri\1'ate]y officiat- 
ing to the scatt(1red catholics, like other priests,- 
sent fronl the English seminaries of Rome, 
Douay, VaIIadolid, and Lisbon. They were dis- 
tinguished only by nlore pointed severity of the 
ancient penal statutes, ,,"hirh the ,yisdom and 
l.iberality of the ]egi
tlture has considerably re- 
laxed. . This greater sc,"erity arose, not from 
tlleir conduct, but froln the general prejudice. 

gainst their order; and, in England, this pre
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judice kept pace \vith the esteclIl in \yhich they 
\vere held in all catholic countries. Fornlcrly, 
e"ery elleluy of catholic religion ,"VelS their foe 

eclared. Their perseverance aLd their 
l1(:ccssei 
still provoked ne\v hostilities. It is the rClnark 
of Spondanus, that no set of Inen \rere ever so 
violentl y oJ)pos
d, or evcr so succes
full y tri- 
umphed over oJ)position. l'heir assiduity, ill 
their multifarious relations to the puhlic, in all 
countries, ",here they had settlenlents; in their 
schools and seminaries, in pulpits and confes- 
sionals, in hospital
 and \vorkhouses, in the 
cultivation of sciences, in national and foreign 
mi
sion.s; all this professioual business afforded 
them a large field for exertion, and enabled 
tLerIl to recolIlmend thelnselves to kings, pre... 
lates, and rnagistrates, by sigl
al services to the 
public, and thus to blul!t the stings of en \'y and 
the shafts of rnalice. The small number, ,,-hich 
frequented Eng]and for nearly t\VO hundred 
)'"cars, in the face of the penal ]a".T
, ha
 no 
such field of action. 1"hey ,,"cre confined to 
adll1Ïnister the rites of religiou to their bretlJren 
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in private houses; they \\"ere necessitated to li,"e 
separate; they ,,,ere forced to disguise their ))TOool 
fèssion and ("haracter, and frequently their ,'ery 
names; they ]Ï\ed under the la\\
, and they 
were not protect
d by the la\\"s; they knew, 
tllat tbe distorted character, dra""n of theIQ. 
by their foreign enemies, obtained ready credit 
in this country, ,,"ithout inquiry or exaluination ; 
and, as they could neither 
ct nor speak in their 
o\vn defence, it has happened, that the notion 
of a Jesuit is to thi
 day vulgarly (I take the 
,,'ord in its full meaning) associated \\.ith the 
idea of every crÏIne. 


In foreign countries, the Jesuits forn1ed a 
conspicuous boùy, to \vhich no Juan ""as "'holly 
indifferent. They could not be ,'ie\\'ed \\.it h the 
eye of conteJopt. They ,,,ere highly esteenled, 
nnd they were bitterly bated. ] n all catholic 
countries, the este
m and respect, \\"hich they 
enjo)"ed, \yere fuHy established. They '\, 
re 
every ,,'here con
idered as pure and holy in 
their morals and conduct, emincnt1y zealous fl.l 
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religion, and highly scrviceahle to the puh1ic. 
Their cllcuJie
, at all ti(ue
, "ere either open 
separati"'t
 frorn the catholic chufch, Of secr
t 
erielnies of it, ,,'ho fonued parties for its de- 
strn{,tioll; or they "
ere rivals, \\ ho "Íed ,,'ith 
thelll in "\orne hraul'he
 of the public adrninistra- 
tion of religion. 
'rom these sources proceeded, 
at diflèrellt tillles, that uudigested mass of cri- 
ruinations, unsubstantiated by proof, ,,,hich are 
so inconsistently collected in tbe ne\v conspiracy 
agaínst the Jesuits. It is evidently fol] y to 
imagine, that a large body of men, connected · 
\vith the public by a thousand links, s'lrrounded 
by jealous enemies, could possibly be a band of 
nnprincipled knaves, impostor", and luiscreants. 
The unÏ\Tersal favour of the hulk of 
o many 
J]olished nations forhid
, at once, such an idea. 
Popes, kings, l)rc]ates, ßlagistrates, every\yhere 
protected and clnployed them. Bishops and 
their clergy every\\'here regarded tItet)) as their 
Inost useful auxiliaries in the sacred ulinistry, 
because they professedly exercised e,.ery dnty 
of it, except that of governing the church; 
2A 
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'and this they renou need hy VO\y. The people, 
in all to\\'11S, even in viHages, felt their gratui- 
tous SeT\ iccs. A hundred years ago, if the 
public voice bad been individually collected in 
Italy, France, Sl)ain, }>ortl1ga], Gcrlnany, and 
}}ulai1d, undoubtedly, they ,\
ould rather have 
parted ,,
ith dny other, perhaps ,,'ith ll10st other 
l
eligiou
 bodies, than \\'ith the society of Jesuits 
alone. 1\ hundred years ago, all the continental 
sovereigns in Enrol;c ,vonld have concurred in 
tIle saine scntilnent. \Vith theln they ad\'ised 
in all concerns of religion; to tllelll they listened 
as preachers; to thell1 they intrusted the instrnc.. 
tion of their children, their 0"-11 consciences, 
thcir sonJ
. In those days, not only kings, but 
n1inisters of kings, and the great bulk of tllcir 
nobles and people, believed in l"e1igion. They 
"
cre sons of luen, \"ho had fought hard batt1es 
in France anù Gcrn1any, in ùefeuce of catholic 
unity, against confederate sects, ,,-ho had can... 
spired to overturn it. \T oltairc had 110t yet ap 
peared anlong theln. Religion ,vas not yet pre- 

ented to then1 as an o
ject of ridicu]e. 'I'hey 
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declned of religion ,vith re\'ercnce and a\'
e, and 
they belicyed it to b(' the finllest 
upport of the 
state and of the thronc. rrhey venerated its 
)nini
ters, and atl10ng thelll the Jesuit
, because 
they knc\v, that their ill
titute ',"as \vell calcu- 
]ated to forB} its follon"crs to the active :service 
of the altars, ,yhich they respected. 


l\n idea of the institute of the Jesuits can- 
not be fOfllled ,yithont consnltillg the original 
code; and the first inspection of it sho\\
s the 
author to ha,'c been a Juan of profound think- 
ing, and en1Ïnently anin\ated ,rith the spirit of 
religions zea1. Ad lJu!Íorelll, Dei glurÏlI1Jl" as 
the Inotto of Ignatius of Loyola, the Illain prin- 
ciple of all his conduct. lIe concci\ ed, that 
a body of Inen, a,;sociated to prolnotc God's 
greater glory, nlllst profess to ilHitate, not one 
or t,,'o, but, uni\'ersaIly, all the astoni
hillg ,?ir- 
tues of tbe Iledecluer; - and, in p]anning his 
institute, he conlpressed thenl .:111 into one rul- 
ing lllotion of zeal, \vhich, in Iti
 ideas, ""as th
 
purest Clnanatioll of charity, the sUllunit of 
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Christian perfectiou. lIe cyerY"'}1ere employs 
llis first principle, as the uui\'ersal bond, or 
link, tlJat r!Just unite his society ,,'ith God, and 
,vith their neighbours; and C\Tcr} ))rescriptiol1 
of ]lis institntt is a direct consequence of it. 
The greafel' glory if God is the first ol
ect 
that occurs on opening thp institute. I t i
 the 
first thing, on \"hich every candidate is ques- 
tioned; and, if he be accepted, the first thing 
to ,,
hich he i
 applied. 1"hi
 alone decides 
upon the adnlis
ion and ùisnli

ion of snl
ects; 
this regulates their advancelnent in virtue and 

 
lettcr
, tlle preservation of their health, the illl- 
p."ovelnent of their talents, the distribution and 
allotlnent of theil" c,nploYluents. . 
Iasters Inust 
teach, and stadent'Ì rnn"t learn, only to advance 
the greater glory of God: thi
 is the rule of su- 
J}erion" ,,"ho cOIJuuand; the Illotive of suhjects, 
,vho ohey: thj
 alone i
 cOI)
idered in the esta- 
bli
hluent uf dOlnestic di
cipline, in the forma- 
tion of hl\r
 and rules: it is the boud, ,,'hiell 
connects all, the 8pring, \" hich moves 
lI; 
every ilu!)uIse given to the society ß1Ust pro- 
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ceed fronl this; this alone IDust accelerate or 
slacken its progres
; for this alone it lI111St be 
nailltllined; every per
on in it, everr thing in 
it, prayer and action, labour and rest, rules and 
exception", punishnlents and ren'ards, favours 
and refusals; in a \\'ord, every thing in the in- 
stitute of Ignatius has one nloti,'e, one end, one 
conllnon Jnotto, The greater glnr!J of God; 
,vith this it COlnmences, \vith this it ends. 


"'rhatever may be the sentiments of persons, 
of diflèrent religious persuasions, of tlJis plan of 
sanctity, certain it is, that the idea of it presents 
sOlnething noble; and, in the principles of the 
catholic church, it en1braces the height of sanc- 
tity. To nlen acting npon such a pril1ciple, no 
,'irtue could ever be foreign, because every vir- 
tue in its turn lnight he "
anted to promote 
God's greater glory. 1'he aim of Iguatins ""as, 
first, to form then. into perfect Christians; and 
hence he prescribes and requires, in all bis as- 
sociates, the fnn practil'e of e\'é:lugelical}Jo\'erty, 
perfect purity, and intire obedieuce to lan.ful 
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authority; and these virtues rnust he sanctioned 
l)y YO\v. lIe requires, that an and each should 
eJllulate tIle other great evange1ical conn
pls, c;uch 
as nlortification of the senses, refusal of dignities 
LiUÙ honourable di:3tinctions, perfect di5interest.... 
edncss in their several function:" &c. lIe con- 
cci\.ed, that God's glory \voulù be procured hy 
the practice of these e
altcd virtues; unt, faith- 
ful to his principle, he judged that God's greater 
glory required the communication, the diffusion 
of thenl anlong his neighbours. lIe earnestly 
lvished to Lring aliluen to kao\y and adore the 
Son of God; and, in forIlling his a
sociates for 
this ministry,. he \vas not content to teach them 
to be .saints; he \yould make them apostles. 1'0 
the other obligations, \vhich he laid upon theIn, 
he added tbe solelun VO\V of missioll
, binding 
thenl, \vhenever required, to carry the nanle of 
God, in tbe prirnitive sl)irit, to the extrenlities 
of the globe. 


It \vould he an extravagant exaggeration to 
assert, that all the fol1o\vers of Ignatius enlU- 
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]atcd such high gifts: but it has been allowed" 
in general, by the best judges in the catholic 
church, and, in great lneasnre, by persons of 
other comn1unions, that a large portion of the 
founder's original spirit ,vas infused into the 
society, ,,'hi
'h he forlned; and that Jesuits; 
eu1 ti vated by the IlIOdc of governlnent and rules 
of life \"hich he established, achieved fcats in 
every country, \vhich religion Inust revere, and 

ound policy conl1nend. Their institute does 
110t stop short of any rerfection, \\'llich the au- 
thor of it thought attainahle by hUDHln "Teak- 
ness. He prescribes in it a variety of means, 
,,,hich bis follo\vers nlust employ, to yield ser-" 
"ice to all, \vho surround then}; and, though 
all could not be pcrforrned by each, he" strongly 
confided, that his order ,yould never be destitute 
of Inen qualified to execute every thing that he 
prescribed. SOIne things are exacted of an and 
each, others are to be suited to the diff
rent 
talents of the men em nIovcd; and tlH
 counnon 
j . 
education, \vhich he gives to all, qu
lifies each 
to succeed in his respecti,-e departll1Cnt. Every 
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person, conversant in the affairs of toe catholic 
church, ,,,iIJ allon', that, by lhe constant at- 
tention of the 
nperiors, not any DJeanS of help- 
ing the public, \l'hich the founder had })re- 
scribed, \yas neglected by the body of Jesuits; 
and the genera1 utility resulting froll) an this 
, was prcl'i
cly the thing, that distilJgoi
hed this 
bódy in tbe cath..,]ic chnr('h, and ".on for it the 
protection of popes and bj
hop", the counte- 
nance of kiugs aud !)rillCeS, tbe respect and 
esteem of nations. 


As St. Ignatius, in his pursuit of abso]ute 
}}erfection, thought no virtue foreign to his 
institute, so he judged no service, ,vhich church.. 
Inen could yield to the })ublic, foreign to his 
society. "Tithout pretending to enUlllerate the 
.various duties and occupations, ,vhicb he recom- 
Dlends to its Il1cmhers, I seJect onJy a fe\v, npon 
,vhich he enters into Ulore detailed instructions, 
Rnd to \\'hich he specially caBs the attt l ution of 
all superiors, tbe zeal of all their subjects. 
1'hey are, good example; IJrayer; ,,"orks of 
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charity to the poor, the iInprisoned, the ùis- 
ea
cd; the \\7riting of books of piety and reli- 
gious instruction; the use of the sacralncnt of 
penance; preaching; piulls congregations; spi- 
ritual retreats; national and foreign Iniss ions ; 
and education of youth in puùlic and gratuitons 
schools. In the catholic schelne of rcligion, 
each of these things is òeerned inlportant; and 
the united yoice of an, \\.ho kne\v Jesuits, gives 
then1 the full credit of having, during their 
existence ill a borly, cultivated, ,vith success, 
each of these several branches. Their preachers 
were heard and admired in every country; their 
tribunals of penance were crouded; the sick and 
dying ,\Tere al\vays secure of their attendance, 
\vben delnanded; tbeir books of devotion ,vere 
cvery\vhcre read ,,'ith contìdence; the good 
exalnpl(', resulting froln the purity of their 
Dlorals, secured thcln, e'
cn in the last fatal 
persecution, from inculpation, it disabled the 
ßlalice of calulnny. In the ill1possibility of 
crilninating living Jesuits, their ,,"orst enelllies 
could only revile the dead. IIospitals, ,vork- 
Jlouses, and la7.:arets, \vere the constant scenc! 
2B 
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of their zeal; their attendance on tllem ,vä
 
J'eckoned an appropriate duty of their society, 
During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
\Vl1en the plague successive]y ra.Yaged every 
country in Europe, nlany hundreds of Jesuits 
are recorded to have lost their Ii,'es in tllt
 
service of the infected. Several ))erishcd, in 
the same exercise of charity, in tIle last century, 
at l\larscillcs and :\Iessina; and, during the 
late retreat of the French arnlY froDI l\Iosco", 
Dot less than ten Jesuits died of fatigue and 
sickness, contracted in the hospitals crouded 
,vith those French prisoners, 'v ho, a littlc before, 
had ejected them from their principal col1ege, 
at Polosk, after ]laving plundered it of every 
valuable. It ,vould be tedious to insist upon 
every point; but sODlething 1 Jnust say on the 
articles of ll1issions and public schools, tbe t\VO 
principal scenes of their zeal. 


With respect to missions, the Jesuits might 
truly apply to themselves the verse, 


Quæ regio in tcrris nostri non plena laboris ? 
Æ
. lib. i. 
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Their ]1crse\rerancc in this field of zeal ,va') 
uni versall y adu1Ïrcd; it Cjecured succe5S during 
lllorc than t\VO ccnturie
; and the 1atest Inis- 
sionary eXI)editions of their 
ociety proveJ, that 
the original spirit lva
 not decayed. "'hoever 
had caught it froin the institute ot Ignatius ,,"as 
a scholar ,
ithout pride; a man disengaged from 
his own con\?eniences; indifferent to his employ- 
ment, to country, to clin1ate; suhlnissire to 
guidance; capable of living alone, and of edi- 
fying in public; happy in solitude, content in 
tUlun]t; never nlisplaced. In a \vord, great 
purity of manners, cultivated Ininds, kno"pledge 
,vitbout pretensions, close study \vithout recom- 
pence, obedience ,vithout re(\soning though not 
"\vithout reason, loye of labour, willingness to 
suffèr, and, finally, fervor of zeal; such \ver
 the 
qualifications, \vhich Ignatius's discernlnent 
directed his 
uccessors in govcrnnlent to seek, to 

elect, or to form; and it is an ackno\vledged 
'-' 
truth, that, at e,'ery period of the society, they 
al,,'ays found Juen of this description to lead out 
their sacred expeditions to the four quarters c.f 



188 


or fHE ORDER 


tIle ,vorId. These men ))lanted Chri
tian faith 
in the extrernities of the I
a
t, in Japan, in the 
l\Io)ucca island
; they announced it in China, 
in the hither and further India, in Ethiopia and 
Caffraria, &c. Othcr
, ill the opposite henaÏ- 
sj)here, appeared .on the suon]' \rastes of North 
All1t
rica; and, prt\
elltly, IIllrons ,,'ere ci\'j]ized j 
Cauada cea'it:d to be peopled only hy barbarians. 
Other
, ahnost in our O\\'ll days, nothing òege- 
11erate, sueccedt:d to hll1uanize ne". Juu'd-featured 
tribes, c,.en to assclnLlc tht'l11 in Christian 
churches, in the ungrateful soi] of California, 
to \\'hich angry Nature seelllS to have denied 
alrnost c\'ery ncceSSêU y for the subsistence of the 
hUlllan species. They ,,-ere but a detaclnuent 
from the body of their brethren, "'110, at the 
saine tioIe, ,,,ere ad,'aucing, ,,-ith rapid }1)"ogress, 
through Cinaloa, 
ullong the unkrO\\'ll hordes 
of ðèl\'ages, \\'110 rove throngh tLe inlruensc 
tracts to the north of l\lexico, ,,
bich haye not 
yet been tr('d(
c)) hy the steps of any eyangeJical 
herald. Others, again, in greater nl1nlher8, from 
tbe 5111001 of Ignatius, \YÎth the 11105t inflexible 



ASD THE INSTITUTE. 


189 


peT!'\eyerance, amidst every species of opposition, 
continued to gat her UC\v nations into the church, 
to forln Tlew colonies of civilized cannibals, for 
the :kings of Spain and Portugal, in the horrid 
,,'ild
 of Brazil, :\Iaragnon, and Paraguay. Here 
trul y flo\\'ed the n1Îlk and honey of religion and 
JHlIl1an happine
s. IIerc was recdized Inore 
than philosophy had dared to hope, 1l10re than 
Plato, in his repuùlic, or the author of Utopia, 
had eyer yentnred to ilnagioe. Here If'aS given 
the demonstration, from experience, that pure 
religiolJ, steaòily })ractised, is the only source 
of hUInall happiness. The I1C\V settlements, 
called Reductions, of Brazil aud Paraguay, '\'ere 
real fruits of the zeal of the Jesuits. SoIipsian 
enlpires, and gold mines to enrich the society, 
exi
ted only in libels *. 


* Infinite are the false reports, ßlade by interested 
writers" of the nli
sions of South AUlCrica. The solid. re.. 
futati.on of th
m may be founù in TI1311Y Spani:,h works, but 
more agreeably in the Histoire du ParagulLY of Charlevoix, 
the voyage of Juan and Ulloa
 and the Cristianesimo Felice 
of l\Iuratori, already cited. 
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The Jesuits \vere advancing, \\
ith gigantic 

trides, to the ycry cell tre of South Alncrica, 
they \vcre artnaUy civilizing the Abiponian bar.. 
bariuns, ,,-hen their glorions conrse ,,"as inter- 
rupted by the ,,'retched voJiey of Lisbon and 
l\Iadrid. The u1issiollarics of South Aluerica 
'\
erc all seized like felons, aud shipped oft: as 

o Inany convicts, to the ports of old Spain, to 
be still farther transported to Corsica, and, 
finally, to the coasts of the I)ope's states. Oup 
of tbe
e ,enerahle filCH, 
lartin Dobrizhoffer, 
\,110 had SI)Cllt eighteen years among the SantJl 
An1t
ricall tribes, has gi ,.cn, in his IIistol'ia de 
Ahipcnibus, the be
t account, tbat exists, of the 
field of his arduous Inis
ion. IIis work is here 
mentioned, because it is not unkno\vß in 
England, and his testimony * proves the per.. 
suasion of the best men at Buenos A }"res
 in 
] 767, ".llen the Jesuits ,vere disnlissed, that, 
if they had been at all times properly supported. 
by the courts of Lisbon and l\ladrid, especiaJly 


* See vol. i, page 58. 
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gllinst tbe "elf interested European settlers, not 
a b1.rbarialJ, not an infidel, ,,?ould then have 
been left in the \"ho]e extent of South America. 
"'I
his," says the author, " ,vas boldly advanced 
frolll the J)ulpit at Buenos l\res, in the pre- 
sence of tIle royal governor, and of a thronged 
auditory, and it ,vas proved \\"ith a strength of 
arguIuent, that subdued all doubt, and \\
rougbt 
universal conviction." The i.m})ression n1ust 
þave been strengthened by the subsequent dis- 
solution of all the lleductiolls, in consequence of 
the inability of the royal officers to. substitute 
other missionaries to those, \VhOnl they bad 
ejected :It: . 


Different ,vas the providence of tbe superlor
 


· In 1768, when the J e
uit missionaries from Spanish 
America arrived at Cadiz, a nUlnber of them, nativcs of 
northern coulltries, \\ ere shipped off to Ostend, to Inal\:c 
their way to their rcspective homes. Their poor garnlenb 
... ere almost "'orn to rags. A nc". h
ìt was given to each, 
,\'ith a very small pittance in IllOney, proportioned to the 
di
tance to which he was to traveL Those. who 
me 
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in the old society, to perpetuate the race and 
re
uldr succession of those ,,'onderf111 Jucn. If 
'-' 
tIJcy had sent out froln Europe sul
iects already 
forlned to every virtue and eyery scit'l1ce, their 
\'irtucs and their learning \\'ould ha\'e bcen al- 
most useless, ,\'ithont the kno\vledge and prac- 
tied.! use of the barharous idiollls of the Indian 
tribes. Evcry young J
suit in Europe 'vas first 
trained, during t\\'O full years of noviciate, to 
the exact practice of rc]jgiou
 ,'irtues. lIe 'VdS 
next applied, during fi\"e years, still in strict 
domestic discipline, to the several studies of 
}1octry, )'betoric, logic, physics, Jnetaphysics, 
natural hi
tory, and Inathclnatics. SeYCIl years 
of preparation qualificd these proficicnt
 to com- 
mence schooIIlla"'tcrs, duriug five or 
i't succeed- 
ing years, in the f3eycral coJIeges of their re- 
spective proviuces. It was generally at this 


fronl California, reported, t.hat, before they 'were brought 
away fronl l\Iexico, the priests, "ho had been sent into 
California, to take their abandoned stations, r
turned in 
the ship, in ,vhich they had been sent out, refusing, 0116 
qnd .all, to dwell in such a country. 
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re)'iod of their religious career, that several 
young Jesuits, instead of being ernployed to 
teach schools, \vere detached froIn the several 
European provinces, to the Asiatic coHeges of 
Goa, or :\Iacao, or to the .l\ rnerican colleges 
of l\Iexico, Buenos Ayres, or Cordova in Tu- 
cnßla\\', ,,
here, in 
xpectation of priesthood, 
they made a c]ose study of the barbarous lan- 
guages, '" hicb tbey ,,-ere after\vards to speak in 
their mISSIons. These \vere usua1Jy selected 
ii'om the nUluber of those, \vbo had sponta- 
neously solicited such a destination; and the 
number of these pious volunteers being a] \vays 
considerable, the succession of missionaries in 
the society of Jesuits could never fail. B
t it is 
tilne to say sOlnething of their schools. 


The education of youth in schools is one of 
the prorninent features of the Jesuits' institute. 
Their founder sa\v, that tbe disorders of the 
,,'orId, \vhich he ,vished to correct, spring 

biefly frorn neglect of education. He perceived, 
that the fruits of tbe otller spiritual functions of 
2c 
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his society ".ould be only telnporary, unless be 
could perpet uate thenl through e,"cry rising ge... 
llera lon, s it Cclß1e fOf\yard in succession. 
E\"
ry profes 
d J s\lit "
as bouud by a s))ecial 
"O\V, to 
lttend to the instruction of youth; aud 
this duty ,va the peculiar function, the firs 
important nlission, of the younger Inernbers, 
,,""ho \vere preparing then1sel\"es for profession 
Even the t\\ 0 years of lloviciate main] y con- 
tribut
d to the saIne pur}Jose. They \\'ere not 
lost to the sciences, since novices \\"ere carefully 
taught the science upon \vbich they all depend: 
The religious exercises of that first })erio
.. 
tcnùed to givc thenl that steadiness of character 
and \'irtue, ,,,ithout ,vhich no good is <<'cIlieved 
in schools. They then acquired a fondness for 
retirement, a love of regularity, a habit of Ia- 

our, a disgu.st of dissipation, a custOIU of se- 
rious reflection, docility to advice, a bcntinJent 
of 110nOl!r and self-respect, ,vith a fixed love of 
virtve; e\Wery thing requisite to support and 
advance the cultivation of letters and of science 
L 


in (uture years. It bas beeu already observed, 



ASD THE ISSTITUTE. 


195 


that the scrious studies, ,,,hich fillcd five years 
after the noyiciate, \vere calculated, in conjunc- 
tion ,,'ith strict re1igioùs discipline, to forn1 
thelll for tbe seriou
 husiness of conducting a 
school of boys during the five or six years, 
,,'hich \vere to succeed: and, in the discharge 
of t],is duty, they ,vere bound to kno\v and to 
folIo,,", under the direction of a prefect of 
tu- 
dies in every coJlege, the excellent documents 
pre
cribed in tbe institute for masters. 


It is not possible in a short compass to enn- 
. 
meratc these instructions; but the D1ention of 
a fe\v lnay suffice to pro,"e, that nothing \
as 
forgotten. The o
ject of Ignatius, in charging 
his society ,,'ith tIJe ßlanagelnent of boys and 
)90uths, as it is announced in ,"arious' parts of 
the institute, ,vas to form and perfect their ,viII, 
their con
cience, their 1TIOra]s, their nlanners, 
their n1eUIOr)1, iluagination, and I'easou. Do- 
cility is the first YÎrtue required in a child: and, 
to subdue stiff tenlpcrs, the remedies prescribed 
in the Jesuits' institute are, ilnpartiality in the 
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master, honourable distinctioDs, and mortify- 
ing IHlIniliation
, (tpp1ied with jndgJnent and 
discretion: then, steady attention to maintain 
the establj
bed di
cjl)line and econorny of the 
school, ,,-hich is a constant., and therefore a 
po\ycrful check upon the unruly. To secure it, 
says the text, bope of reu'ard and fear of dis- 
grace arc lTIOre })o\\"erful than blo\\.s; and, if 
tbe latter become una\'oidable, puuishment 
l11USt never be inflicted \"ith that precipitation, 
w11ich gi, es to justice an air of violence. In 
inquiring into tre
passes, too nice and minute 
in'gestigation lnnst be a'
oided, because it in- 
spires mistrust. 1'he art of dissembling smaU 
faults is often a safe ßleans to prevent great 
ones. Gentle means must al\vays be first ern- 
ployed; and, if e,'cr fear and repentance must 
he inlpressed, the hand of "DIne indifferent per- 
son lllu
t be called into action; tbe hand of the 
ßlaster IUust be u
ed only to impTess gratitude 
and respect. If his hand is ne, er to be tbe 
jnr,trument of pain, hi
 ,""oice must ne'-er b
 tbe 
oJg(\n of invective. He nlu
t employ instruc- 
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tion, exhortation, friendly reproacb, but never 
contuluelious language, haughtine,s, and af- 
fronts: he IllU...t ne,er utter ',ord
 to boys, 
".hich \vould degrade them in the e,-es of their 

 . 
cOlupanions, or den1ean them in their own. 
In the distribution of re\çards, no distinction 
Jnu
t be known, but that of merit. The '"ery 
suspicion of partiality to character, fortune, or 
rank, \\"ould frustrate the effect of the re\vards 
besto,,"ed, aud pr o \ oke indocility, jealou...y, and 
disgust, in those '\Tho received none. Nothing 
so quickly oyertnrns authority, and ,yithers the 
fruit of .lealous labours, even in virtuous mas- 
ters, as the appearance of undue favour. The 
master
's equal attention i
 doe to all; he mu...t 
interest hiulseli equally for the progress of all; 
be must never check the activity of any by in- 
difference, much less irritate their self-love by 
contempt. 


It \\.ere easy to muItip1}, from the institute, 
instructions prescribed to masters, to insure 
success in this first part of education the bri- 
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(Hing of tbe rebel ",ill of Jouth; but Ignatiu
 
kne\v, that th
se things ,,"auld never be enforced 
by young Inasters, "yho had not h
arllcd the art 
of hridling tbeir o\vn. Discipline lllight bind 
Loy! to out,,-nrù respect, but only religion and 
,'irtue can Inake them love tIlc yoke; and no 
yoke is eyer carried ,,'ith ]>erse\"'erance unless it 
be borne ,,'ith pleasure. Religion is the nlost 
engaging and n10st powerful restraint upon 
rising and gro,,'ing pas
ions; and to imprint 
it deeply in tbe heart" as tl}(
 Inain business of 
tbe Jesuit 3chools. The rest ""as accessory and 
subordinate. The principles of religion \\yerc 
tIlere instilled, \\,hile the elements of learning 
\vere unfolded. l\Iaxilns of the Gospel were 
taught together \vith profane truths; the pride 
of science ""as tempered by the Inode
ty of 
piety; the nJaster's labour ,vas directed, as 
n1uch to forn1 the COllscience, as to improve 
the nlenlory, and regulate the irnagination of 
his disciples. The institute directed hinl to 
instil a profound respect for God; to begin 
and eud his lesson
 by prayer; to cherish the 
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picty of the de, out; to ayail hiulsclf of it as a 
luean to atlract the t 1 _ ollght1ess to j u..itation; 
and, by a 
pccial rule, he 'Ya
 charged to in- 
:itt"uct his 
cbolars in all duties of reli3ion by 

1eekly cateçhisms, carefully adapted to tl}eir 

"pacity. The ecclesiastical his torian, Fleury, 
r 
 ïrks, i 1 the preface to hi
 historical catc- 
chisnJ, that, if the youth of his age ""as inconl- 
parably better instructed than the youth of past 
ages, tbe obligatiol ,,-as o,ving principally to 
t c tcchislllS of the Jesuits' s
hooJ. lIe had 
11eard them during the six years of his ednca- 
ûon in Clerrl10nt college. 


Ignatius places herein tbe capital point of 
education: and he ,veIl h.ne", that \rhere the 
granù motives of religion are not eUlployed, 
an assembly of lllen \vill COIDlTIOn]y be a collec- 
tion of vice, especial1 f in unexperienced youth, 
\vhen gro,,?ing )}assions aln'ays seek conJffiuni- 
cation, in order to authorise tbenlsc] \"es by ex- 
ample. To this point, then, he directs the 
rules of his sul
ccts enlployeù in eùucation; to 
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this he caBs tbe attention of e,.ery professor, 
tIle vigilance of every prefect of 
tndies, of every 
Juaster, the soJicitude of every rector, the in- 

pcction of eyery provincial. "fhe \\7ise framers 
of the Ratio Studioruln, \vhich is adopted into 
the institute, eXplaining his ideas still farther, 
require every nlaster to study the tenlper and 
character of his PUI)ils; to distract their pas- 
sions by application: to fire their little hearts 
with laudable emulation. For this, they must 
encourage the diffident and modest, curb the 
fon\"ard and preSulnpt110us: for this they must 
assign to Inerit alone those scholastic appella- 
tions of dignity, those titles of emperor and præ- 
tor, puerile indeed in thems'el ves, but not less 
ilnportant to boys than are the sounds of titles, 
and colours of ribbands to men. On the same 
principle, in much frequented colleges, each 
class \,'as divided into t\VO rival clas
es, usually 
distinguished by the oppoiite banners of Rome 
and Carthage, \\",hich luutualI y dreaded, pro- 
voked, and defied each other, in c1assicaJ duels, 
or in general trials of skiU, each ".hetting his 
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memory on the edge of that of his rival; and 
then would often flo\v those precious tears of 
emulation, which ",vatered rising genius, ex- 
panding it to fertility. lIenee, again, are pre- 
scribed those public anti soieino annual re\vards, 
distributed \\,ith pomp and sho\v, which reduced 
tbe self-love of youth to the love of \Tirtue; 
,vl}ich enanloured thelo of study by the prospect 
of success, and, by raising a desire of l)leasing, 
realJ y taught thell1 ho\v to please. 


The institute proceeds to remove from youth 
every species of bad example. I t directs the 
prefect and the master ho\v to dissolve gro\ving 
friendships, that might be dangerous; it forbids 
tbe public eXI)lanation of books, or of single 
'" 
passages, which nlight ll1is1ead active imagina- 
tions; it ordains a scrutiny of all books, that 
COlne into the pupil's use; it charges the Inaster 
to ,vatch every trespass again
t the rules of 
civility and good luanners. Fal,ehood add 
detraetion, s,yearing, and foul \\"ords, are to be 
quickl y corrected, or not tolerated ,vithin the 
2 D 
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college. It is, again, the Illaster's particular 
duty to fornI tbe n1anners of his pupils to 
e- 
ceDCY, DJodesty, and politeness; to correct their 
errors in language, their faults in pronunciation, 
their a\\'kwardlless in gestures, their coarseness 
in behaviour, not less than to cultiyate their 
memory and regulate their imagination. For 
this purpose the institute, without neglecting 
modern languages, prescribes, for the justest 
reasons, tbe study of Latin and Greek, ill the 
purest models of Athens and ancient Rome. It 
joins to these tbe study of history 
 and its con- 
comitants, geography, chronology, and mytho- 
logy; and all tl1is must precede the introduction 
of youth into tbe ).egions of eloquence and 
poetry, ,vhere sportive imagination may aUluse 
and feed itself for a while ,vith briJIiant irnage& 
and expressive language: 1Jut the institute 
teaches ho\v to ).educe all this to the standard 
of reason and sound judgn1cnt, by th
 suçc.ecd- 
ing stud}7 of pl1ilosoph y and Iuathenlatics; and 
these, in their turn, are the preI>aration for the 
deeper discussions of theology, "
hich lifts the 
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suul out of the narrow spbere of human science, 
, 
and enobles the Inind, and, still more, the 
heart, to make excursions into the immensity of 
God. 


The short sketch, which is here presented, of 
education among the Jesuits, is enough to con- 
vince us, that no system \vas ever more solid, 
more calculated to produce eminent Inen, in 
every department of ci viI and ecclesiastical life: 
Undoubtedly it did produce a succession of 
them during two hundred years; and it thús 
verified the - decisive sentence of Bacon, Ad 
pædagogicaln quod attinet, brevissimum flret 
dictu. Consule sclzolas JesllitarU1Jl *. Perhaps 
the real value of the system is still better 
proved by tbe miserable state of degradation, 
into \vhich public education and public morals 
have sunk in catholic countries, since its utter 


. 
suppressIon. 


* De dign. et aug. Scient. 1.7" 
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But the founder of the Jesuit i. not satisfied 
".ith _ngge -ting ,,"hat i
 right; he provides, 
hat i stiH luore ueces ary, proper masters to 
enforce it. He gi,"es thenl tu.o years of only 
spiritual, and fi"t>> others of spiritual and literar) 
ednc<<.ttion to train tllenl to their iInportant task. 
""itþ thi., he trust..., that their conduct u"jll be 
irreproachable tbat the
 \vill b
 ,
ortby to b 
tru
ted "ith the 
rand intere
t of ]t=tters and 
'""" 
of nlora1s. lIe eXl'ect
 tlJem to be docile, 
mDde
t, and n jlJing tu be guided by their elders, 
, no have 
ncce
,fl1])Y cOlnpleted their course. 
They mn
t be )'oung eno11 6 h to gain the confi- 
dence of childreTI, and finn enough to command 
Te
pect. To anitnate tllem to d

iduity in duty, 
tbey Inn...t be pro\-iùed ".itb all neces
ary books; 
t ey Inl1
t be 
ti(nnlated to zeal by the prospect 
of Gor/'s reater glory; they must, therefore, 
be perfectly \\'eaned frolll self-interest; they are 
Icqnired to yield coutinual service to person
, 
froll) \\ hOln tbey OJU5t recci\'e none; they must 
inlpal t virtue and lno\\'ledge, but never sell 
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either; the, mns in'pire gratitude. and ne,",e 
profit b
 it; they ffiu"-t pro
e them...el{'e.. de- 
errin
 of .e\-ery thing Hnd accept nothing . 


The society in every period of its existence 
po es-=ed in e,.ery country many excellent and 
di
tingu=
hed profe"or
 and ma
 ero;.J in e,",ery 
science ,,-hich it profe

ed to teach; and the 


It was a la\y of the society with which the general 
<<:oulj not dispense, that no reward
 or alms '\\ ere to be- 
demanded or accepted, whereby the 
piritual and litfTClry 
dutie
 of the institute might seem to be recompensed. Even 
the u5ual honorary retributions
 att3cheJ to "'piritual func- 
tions and regulated by the canons
 were excluded. Hence" 
when clergymen of other descriptions had preached a 
course of 

nnon
 in ro,al ch'lpels
 they were lliu3Ih-" and 
- - - 
\"er) ju
tty complimented with 
nle C'On
iderable benefice. 
frequent1
. a mure: v. hen Je5uih had perfùrmed the s.ame 
duty with succe

, they were thanked in the kin 'i name 
and jnfonned
 that hi, majesty would be glad to hear them 
another year. Perh3p
 thi
 bw of the Jesuit, and their 
renunciation of church dignitie
 bv \""ow
 were .among the 
n)oti
 e
 \\ hich engaged prince3 to emplo)9 them so much 
in spiritual con\.'ern
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l1niforrnity and steadiness of their education 
}.aised the bulk of its masters rnuch above the 
rate of decent 1l1cdiocrity. It is apparent, that, 
in the conducting of ruùli
 education through- 
out a large kingrlolll, a body of lHen, ,,,en com- 
pacted together, and I)foP('] I y trained to the 
,york, must possess buperior advantages; and 
the \,"orld has long since agreed, that no other 
lJody of filen ever did, or could furnish so many 
able and useful teachers, as the society of Jesuits 
constantly presented for the })ubIic service. 
"ïhere ',,"crc, nu doubt, elsc\vhere, masters, able 
to balance, perhaps to eclipse, tbe reputation of 
tho
e of the 
ociety; but these rnen were seldom 
found, except in the first chairs of great uni- 
\.crsitiès; they did not diffuse ]earning through- 
out a kilJgdonl, and tIle succession of them \vas 
not uniform]} continued. The Jesuits ""ere 
nni, ersally 
l)read throughout a country, and 
e,"ery to\vn had a chance of enjoying their best 
Jnasters. Even in the first universities it bas 
heen a11o\ved, that the Jesuits' schools \vere of 
u\\e to the other colleges, and reciprocally 
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received great advantages f..orn them. The 
spirit of laudable enlulation stinlulated both to 
generous exertions, and the general interc"ts of. 
learning "Tere thereby pronloted. 


During the fi\"e or 
ix years \vhich the Jesl1it
 
elnpIoyed in teaching, nlan y of thenl obtained 
rcno\vn, and all, it filay be pre
ulned, had 
acquired the ready use of the Latin language; 
bad discovered the bent of their talents; and 
had attained Iuatnrity of Judgment and love 
of application. At the end of their course 
these nlasters, aged froln t\\Tenty - five to 
thirty years, \vere no\v once more renlanded to 
the benches, and applie
, during four years, to 
tbe study of tbeolcgy, under able professors, ill 
the principal city and coIlege of their rrovince ; 
thus forlning a perpetual colony of forty or fifty 
Jnatnre and improved students, sUfi, as rÎ\"'al 
colleges could seldon1 equal. "At l)aris," says 
cardinal de 
laury, " the great coHcge 9f the 
Jesuits \ViiS a central point, \vhlch at.tracted the 
attention of all the best "Titers, and of persons 
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of distinction in every rank. It If'aS a kind of 
}Jerlnauent literary tribunal, which the cclebrated 
Piron, in his clnphatic language, used to style 
La clLulnbre ardente des reputations lileraires; 
aln
ays dreaded by men of letters, as the prin- 
cipal source and focus of ])ubJic opinion in tbe 
capital *:' What the cardinal asserts of Paris, 
\vas equally true of Ronle, 'Tienna, Lisbon, and 
other great citie
, wbich possessed the colleges 
of higher studies of the society. I conclude ,vith 
renlarking, that, if any part of \vhat is pre- 
scribed in tbe institute 1)ad been retrenched from 
the education of Jesuits, their society would not 
have deserved such cOIDlnendations from Piron 
and cardinal de 
Iaury t. 


If the outlines of education, \vbich have been 


* Cardinal de l\Iaury's tt Eloge de 1\1. l'Abbe Radon. 
villicrs, prononcé Ie 7 l\Iai, 1807." 


t See cardinal de 1\iaury's u Essai sur l'Eloquence, 
Panegyl"iques, Eloges, &c." vol. ii, printed at Paris, 
1810. 
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J]cre traced frorn the hook of the Jesuits' insti- 
tute :I(: J do not win approbation, they may be 
lnc
ented to the reader, at least, as an object of 
curio
ity. Serious Inen \"ill, perhaps, think them 
more deserving of attention than are luany of 
the ephclneral vagaries, \vhich Dlodern adven.. 
tnrers in Lhe art of traiuing youth daily obtrude 
UI)on tbe public. The Jesuits' 8ystem is recom. 
mended by the experinJental success of tw'o 
centuries; and, \vhether the plan u'as originalIy 
conceived, or only adopted and Dletbodised, by 
Ignatius and his follo\\'ers, certain it is, that, 
frorn the close of the council of Trent to the 
opening of the Gallic re,,"olntion, the Inain prin- 
ciples, on "9hich it rests, even the practical de- 
tails of it, u'ith little yariation, pervaded the edu- 
cation of the catholic clergy in aU distinguished 
sC111inarics, ,vhether directed by Jesuits or by 
others; and they ma}", therefore, be regarded as 


* They are found, principally, in tt1e fourth part of their 
II Con
titutions," in the rules of provincials, rectors, prefects 
of schools, masters, and scholastics, and in their Ratio 
StudioTllm. 



 E 
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the source of all the yirtue and learning \yllich 
adorned the catholic church in that reriod, and 
,,,hi(:h the Gallic revolutioners ,,,cre s\yorn to 
destroy. If these antichristiall conspirators first 
dooDled the Jesuits to annihilation, it \\.as be- 
canse their schools 
\Tere \vide] y diffused tbrough 
Europe, and \vere lllarked by them as hotbeds 
of c\'cry thing ,,,hi(h they chose to tcrm fana- 
ticislU, bigotry, and sU)lerstition; that is to say, 
zeal, faith, and devotion. These \\-Tere to be 
extirpated, to make room for fanaticisln, bigotry, 
and sUl'crstition of another kind; those of 
equality, rea
on, and J)hilosopllY. And mark 
\"ith ,,,hat avidity they seized upon the spurious 
maxim, "'}lich had ueen attributed to the Jesuits, 
" tbat it \vas Ië:Hyful to do evil, that their ex- 
pected good lnight come:" falsehood, forgery, 
b]a
phenlY, false \vitness l murder, regicide; 
every crinle tl}at a bad 
)eart could ,;uggest, a 
perverted bead direct, or a venal arnl perpetrG.te, 
t\"as resol"teù to, to attain tllat Sltmmllnl bOllll1n
 
jacobinisnl. They had before thelll the iJionita 
Secreta and the Institute, and they chose the 
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forlner for the basis of their cOllstitution
. I 
need not repeat the infalnon
 doctrines collected 
in that forgery, \\'hich \vas published at the end 
of the palnphlet, that induced nle to undertake 
to "Tite th
se pages, anù of \vhich Clericus bas 
given us an account in the follow'ing Letters;'" 
suffice it to say, by \
ay of contra
t, that horrors 
are there piled high one upon another, and said 
to bc. the secret code of regulations of 111en, 
,vho profess to take the institute of Ignatius for 
their guide, a code replete with piety and 
virtue. I have already said enough to silence 
the rein ark, that lllell may profess only and 
not act, for I have sho\vn, that, if ever men 


acted up to their }Jrofessions, the J eSl1its 
ha ve ; but it ""ill be an agreeable task to put 
some of the points of the institute, \y hie h 
have been distorted, into the . . \\.hich 
Vle\V In 
truth requires they should be seen. 


First, let U5 glance an eye over tIle contents 
of thi
 institute. It contains, not only ,vhat 
thp founder ,,"rote, but liken-rise all the papal 
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bulls and brief
 granted to the society; all tbe 
ðecrees and canons of the se,"era) congregdtions, 
1\ hich foro} la\Ys in the society; several in
truc- 
tion
, precepts, and ordillations, is!;ued by dif- 
ferent gencral
, and adopted by general con- 
gregations, for nni,'ersal practice; the general 
llatio Sludiurunl; the pri\'iJeges granted to the 
80clety by the holy see; the particular rules 
pre
cribcd for eyery office in the society It aud for 
every class of u)t
n ill it, as priests, u1Ï
sionaries, 
Ju-eachers, 
tudent
, &c. l'be ground\\rork of 
all this is \vhat the fouuder hinlself "Tote; l'iz. 
an EXQlJlen GeneraTe to he propo'ied to candi- 
àate
 for adruitta nce; ('ollsl itutiones ,,-"ocietatis 
Jesll; an epi
tJe l)e 1 7 i,.tute Obet/ientire; a 
book of Spiritual E.rercises; and, final)y, many 
of the particular rules of offices. The Prague 
edition of the I n
titnte, anno 1757, t".o sDlaJ! 
folio \"olurues, lies bcfofL rue, and I have. taken 
a good deal of fruitless trouble to find out SOUle 
propositions denounced hy the enemies of the 
Je
uits, "ithout reference to the page or 
C
la}}ter. J Li.\ve found llothing but \vhat reflects 
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honour on the code. The oqjects of it are the 
glory uf Gud, the general good of man, and the 
l)re
er\
ation of the society. J n pursuuuce of the 
'first of these, the lnerrl bers Inake VO\VS of 
po,'erty, chastity, and obedience; they mortify 
their 
en
es, renounce ,vurldly honours, and 
preach the Go
pe1. The means they use for 
the second consist of exarnple, prayer, ,,'orks of 
cLarity, pious publications, preaching, educating 
youth, dud sending forth missions. For the 
tJ)ird ol
je('t, their preservation, they have ap- 
propriate rules of union, discipline, )'eputation J 
freedoLJl frolll party, and llloderation *. 


Such is the code u'hich bas been so nlisrepre- 
sented. It i
 impossible, \vithin the bounds of 
a pall1ph1et, and, indeed, I have already stretched 
into the latitude of a book, to give an adequate 
notion of it, and to comh(lt the opinions ,vhich 
have gone abroad against it. 1'he
e opinions 


'* See the chapter of part x" entitled U Dc modo quo 
COIlscrvarÌ et augeri totun} corpus Societatis ill suo bono 
!1tatu pO:isit,," yo1. i" p, '1.-15" of the Prague folio edition. 


, 
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are so luany adopted pr
judices, tbe refutation 
of \\ }lich is cOlnpletely gi\'cu in tbe po/ngie de 
fl/l,\tituf, to ,,'hi('h J Inu
t refer the reader, 
\vho \\'ill find in it Inany extracts frolTI thp 
institute it
elf; nnd I shall here briefly notice 
the YO,," of obcdicn "e, and the ilnpntc(1 despotisnl 
of the general, aùout \vhich 
o Illuch has becn 
said. 


"Their hI ind obedience! 1'0 be a
 unrc- 
5isting as a dead body, or a
 traètable as a stick 
in the hands of an old man! *." This language, 
taken disjointcd)
., is anlong the bngbears held 
'up by thc n
"" cOlp'JJirators against the Je
uits. 
J t 111USt surely be allo\\'ed, that obedience is 
necessary in c,.cry institution, ",here training 
the luind is an object, and the institute is not 
reprehensible for excludiug \"ilfu} arguluclltation, 
,,'hile it allo\\'s eycry one the uc;e of his reason. 
Blind obedience is 110t required for the connnis- 
sion of a crilne, but in duties kno\\'n to be j)ious 


-a- In,titutc þ vol. ii, p. 408, Prague folio edition. 
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and 11101'al, in actions evidently ]audable. Nor 
is the expres
ion of the text C,CClt obedientia, but 
cæCll qlladaln obedientia *. The ìule is for t1le 
better training of the young and the inex- 
perienced; and ,,:hat school does not proceed 
upon it to the extent required by the institute, 
\'rhich excepts \vhatever is crilninal, or morally 
\vrong ? It literaI1y prescribes, that this kind 
of blind obedience shall, nevertheless, be con- 
fornJabJe to justice and to charity; o1Jlllibus in. 
rebus ad qllas polest cum charitate se obedientia 
e:L'tendere t. NaY', the order of the superior is 
not on1 y to be exanlined, to see that it is free 
fronl a capital sin, but from. any sin whateyer ; 
ill onlnibus quæ a sllperiore dispO/lll1Ztur ubi dejì- 
ni,.i /lOll possit (quenzadJlzodu1Jz dictUlll est) ali, 
quod peccati genlls infercedere t. In a "\vord, 
discussion is not forbidden by tbe institute, but 
in cases \\
here it is evident tlJat there is no sin. 



. Institute, "01, ii" p. 408, rrague folio edition. 


t Ibiû. vol. i, p. 407. 
: Ibid. vol. i, p. 403. 
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ubi 110n eerneretur peeeall/Ill ff; a doctrine con. 
tinually repeated on this head, quemadmodul1J 
dielurn est, that is, in quibus nullum manifestum 

sf peceatunt t. "There no\v is the horror of 
this obedience? It \viII seem a paradox to say, 
that the rigour of it arises from the mildness of 
the Jesuit governlDent : but it is not less the 
fdct; for, as all violent D1easures and corporal 
punishments are excluded from the society, a 
pron1pt moral obedience is absolutely necessary 
to its existence. I t thus becomes an amiable, as 
,,'ell as an indispensable law. 


But the despotism of tbe general? The 
obedience, \vhich the Jesuits o\ve their genera), 
is the same as that \vhich tbey pay to their or- 
dinary superiors. It flows from the same sonrce, 
and tends to tbe same end. Having demon- 
strated the slavery of it to be a chimera, the, 
despotism of tbe general naturally vanishes with 


* Institute þ vol. i, p. 373. 



 Ibid þ vol. i. p. 408. 
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it. The nature of the society required, t11at it 
should be nnder a ,;ingIe chief: to have given to 
separate houses independent chief
 ,,"onld have 
destroyed the great o
jects depending upon a 
union of councils. It \vas no cenobitical order 
devoted chicfly to ,,'orling ont their o\vn sal, a. 
tion ; but one, "Those members \vere to be 
spread over the ,,,hole ,,"orlc1, to prorDote the 
glory of God and the good of Inan. The in- 

titnte, however, takes great care, that the 
chief should not be a despot 
 it gives him no 
slaves, nor even subjects, but friend::;, children, 
and counsellors *; lnildness is the 8ceptre it be- / 
stO\VS upon him, and charity the thronet; it 


* It Filiis suis, ut convenit, compati noverit." - Insb- 
tutum Const' J Pars IX, vol. ii J c, i J p. -I-. 


u Cùnferet seCunl viros, qui consilio polleant, habere'
 
quorum operâ in iis quæ statuenda sunt . . . uti pos
it."- 
Ibid., vol. i J p. 425. 


t " Vir sit (generalis) 


. in omni virtutum gencre ex- 


2F 
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equa11y prohibits the su})erior to govern by via... 
Jence and the inferior to obey through fear *. 
The general is elected by tbe \vhole society, who 
first s\vear to choose only hiln, \vbom they be- 
lieve to be the Inost \\"orthy of the office t. There 
is nothing arbitrary or changeable in the an- 


cmplUln . . . ac præcipuè in eo splendor charitatis . . . 
it 
conspicuus.-" -lnstitutum Const. þ 'Vo]. i J p. 135. 


61 Advertendum quod primo in charitate ac dulcedinc þ qui 
peccant, sunt adulonendi." - Ibid. vo1. i þ p. 375. 


'* It Conferet etiam þ circumspectè ct ordinatè precipære 
. . . ita ut subditi se potius ad dilectiol1em mr.jorem quàm ad 
timorenl suo rum superiorem possint cûrnponere. 1I - Ibid.. 
yol. i, p. 426. 


u '(;t in spiritu amoris et non CUln perturbatione tÏ1nol'ii'. 
procedatur, curandum est." - Ibiù. þ "oJ þ i, p. 407. 


t ct Juret unusquisque þ priusquanl det (suffragium) quod 
eum nominat þ quem sentit ill DOlnino Dlagls idoneum."- 
Ibid., vol. i, p. 431. 
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thority of the general: it i
 sul
jected hy the 
institute to 
table and invariable hnvs, and his 
duties are minutely prescriberl. If he deviates 
frolll thein, it provides for hi
 removal:tt. Far 
fronl being a de
pot, he is not even exempted 
FroIn the 
upcriutcndance of a monitor cho5en 
by the society, \yho observes IJis COJJduct, tens 
bim of his faults, points out his duties, and is 
consequently cOlnpelled not to excuse hirn in any 
poilltt. In spiritual afJ:1.irs, the general is sub- 
ject to the pope; in temporal matters, to the go- 
vernment under which he lives; and, in \vhat 


* rc Si accidiret ut vahle negligens vel ren1issus esset, &c. 
. . . tunc enim coadjutor vel vicarius qui generalis officio 
fungatur l est eli
endus." - Iustitutum Const.
 vol. , p. 439. 


t fI Habet ergo societas cum præpo
ito generali (et idem 
cum inferioribu
 fieri possit) aliquem (Iui acceJen..: ad Deun1 
in oratione, postquam di\'inam bonitatem con,ulerit et 
æquum esse iet judicaverit, cmn 1110ùeSda ùèbita ac humili- 
tate, quid sentiat in ipso præposito requiri aù majus ob
e. 
quium et gloriam Dei þ admonere tcneatur." - Jbiù., PatS IX, 
c. iv', n.4, p. 439. 
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COTicerns himse)f pt'rsona1Jy, or tl1e society 
solc] y, to a general lueeting of the order *. 
Though elected for life, he Inay be deposed for 
severa] Tea
ons stated in the institute; and the 
saIne bands that clothed hilll ,yith po\ver Inay 
strip hilu of it 1
. It has heen said, tbat the 
1l1Oth.c for appointing a single chief \yas the 
facility it offers for promoting JllOre certainly 
the ends of 
unbition. 1'he institute strongly 
condemns aluùition in indh-iduals, and still 
D10re strongly ill the gcuera]
. One great 


* See Part IX. chap. i\, of the Constitutions, entitled 
cr Dè auctorit
t(' \'(>1 providentia quam Societas habere 
dtbet erga pi æpu
itum Geucralen1," vol. i, p. 439. 


t Ihid. 



 "Erit etiam sumuli momellti, ut perpetuò feli", socie.. 
tatis - tatus cOl1servctur, Ù i1igentissimè :lmbitionem, malo.. 
rUBl omnium in <]uavis I epnblica vel congregatione matrem 
submov
re." - l11
titutUin Const., vol. i, p. 446. 


Ct Qui autem de ambitionú hujusmodi convictus esset, ac- 
tivo et pa.:sivo suf1'ragio privetur, ut inhabilis ad elig('ndu
 
aliUlll (gcllcralem), et ut ipse eligatur." - Ibid., vol. i.. 
p. 430. 
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charge against the po\ver of the general i
, thut 
bi . authority ulay injnre that of ,;o\'ereigns, by 
\vitIJdnu\'ing t1.eir subjects froln their ohedience: 
on the contrary, he j
 expressly forùidden, by 
the institute, to take fron) a state any Je
uit 
\Vllatever, \vithout the kno\,'lcdge of the 80- 
,'creign *. The annnIJiug of contract
 is an- 
other source of aùuse, founded on a nlistaken 
pa
sage in the institute, \vhere it is said; "Al- 
though the general, by his open letters to par- 
ticular snperiors, confers on them an ample 
:po\ver in that respect, yet that po\ver may be 
restricted and ]ilnited by private letters." This 
passage has no reference to contracts, and re- 
lates unly to the power given openly to local 
superiors to disn1Ìss Ïrnproper })ersons; and 
there can be no ol
ection to the private lirniting 
of that po\ver. But the ßlost obnoxious charge 
of all is, that the general of tbe Jesuits lllain- 
tains spies e\

rY\"w
here, for the purpose of div- 
ing into the secrets of conrts, and into the 


* Il1stitutunl Const., vol. i, p. 490. 
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affairs of p)"Ì\Tate fanlilie
. The institute con- 
tains a J"ulc directly the rc,'erse of this assertion, 
a rule by \\'hich he is expre

]y prohibited froDl 
Incddling in afl
lirs that do not concern the 
society, even under any pretext of })iety or 


religion *. 


, 


After aU, then, the general of tIle Jesuits i
 
not such a 1l10nster as he has been painted, and 
it is absurd to SU}1pOSe, that a learned and 
sensible old Dlan, ,yho, about to give an ac- 
count of his luinistry to God, has hut a fe\v 
)Tcars to fill the office, sllould consider it as the 
spring of e\ ery kind of criu1e; it is absurd to 
sHppose, tbat the brethren of the order, who 
bave sacrificed every thing on earth to the hope 
of finding under the empire of tbe institute the 
greate
t perfection of the Christian cl)aracter, 
should believe, that they are obliged, by virtue 
.of that very institute, to commit the greatest 
sins Inan is capable of; and it is absurd to sup... 


.* Institutum Const., vol. i, p. 422. 
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pose, that, if a general ".ere l11ad enough to 
abuse bis pO\\7er, there \\?ould not be found a 
pope \\7ise enough, or Jesuits virtuou
 enough 
to depose hinI, couforIuabI y to the la\\rs of the 
church uud of the institute. 


Formerly, ,vhen the Jesuits had powerful 
})rotectors, the practice \vas to turn tlJenl into 
ridicule; no\v, that they have po\verfnl enemies, 
the object is to stignlatize then1 \vith eyery "ice. 
Nothing is more difficult, or n10re delicate, than 
to parry ridicule; but, to refute ahuse, one has 
on1 y to expose it. 


In the present state of the continental powers, 
it seems hardly possible, that the society of 
Jesuits should recover its ancient ilnportance, 
but their destruction lllUst ever bz lanlented; 
and, since their 

nrelenting cncluies have 
tenlpted the puùlic curiosity to in(!uire into 
their history, this chapter shall be closed \vith I 
a brief account of the final catastrophe of that 
sluall portion of their body, ,,'hich for tw'o 
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}lundrecl years \vas connected \vith England, 
by the comnlon bonds of country, language, 
and blood. 


About the year 1590, tIle Engli
h Jesuits ob- 
taincd, f. Oil) tht: Ii eralit) of Philip I I of Spain, 
tIle founòation of il1t
ir Iìrincipa] ('ollege at 
St. Olner; anJ, '-oon after, the Li
hop of that 
city conferred UJ/OB them an ancient ahbey, with 
its dC111c'\nes, situated in the neighbouring sinall 
to\\'11 of \'T atten. A fen r years later, tbey ac- 
<luired tbe fonnctltion of their college at Liege, 
froIn l\laxÏ1niJian the elector of Bavaria, and 
}ike\vise a smaller settlement in the city of 
Ghent. In these se\?eral houses, they applied 
tl)emselves to the education of British catholic 
)Touth, and to the fornlation of nlissionaries. 
J 11 1762, the t\VO first-mentioned of these esta- 
blishments "'ere subjected to confiscation by the 
unsparing arrtts of the }nn-lianlcnt of Paris.- 
The inhabitants could obtain no lllercy, on 
the consideration of bcing foreigners adnlitted 
on the public faith; they ,vere all ejected, ,vith- 
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out the smallest (ll1owance for their support, 
or e\ en for their return to their native soil. 
1'hey pre,;ented thenlsel \'es to the Austrian go- 
"enuucnt of the Netherlands, at Bruxelles; they 
lvere adlllitted under an octroi, the most solemn 
act of that gO\Ternment, and they established 
themselves in the city of Brnges. In 1773, on 
the appearance of pope CJelnent XIV's destruc- 
tive hrief: they \vere once ITIOre untnercifl1)]Y 
pillaged, in despite of the public faith, pledged 
in the octroi; and here the fangs of fiscal 
aval'ice \v
re sharJ)ened to an unCOIl1Illon edge, 
be,cause it \\?as the persuasion of that despotic 
government, that, being Jesuits, they deseJ'\1ed 
no pity, and, being Euglish, they 111ust be 
rich. At the sanle period, their large college 
at Liege ,,"as stript of all its income, by tbe two 
courts of l\lul1ich and ROllle, and the inmates 
of tbe house w"ere also here turned adrift, \vith- 
out any al1o\vance for their personal subsistence. 
In this utter distress, a fe\\y of these persecuted 
nen, \\.ho ren1ained at Liege, not quite dispirited 
hytheir CaLtn1Îties, "ere encouraged by the prince 
2G 
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bishop of Liege, to fornl, \vithin the old colIeg
1 
a school and a seminary of priests. The ])lan 
was sanctioned by a brief of pope l>iu
 VI; they 
found friends, and unrcrnitting labour and in... 
òustry during t"genty years advanced their 
"'Pork to a degree of consistency, ,vhich Illerited 
tbe approbation and confidence of the public. 
But all this \,'as of no avail. Utter destruction 
)ças to be their doom. I II 1794, \\' hen the 
French armies, by one general sweep, o"er- 
turned, in tbe Lo\v Countries, eyery thiug that 
relatcd to the religion of Jesus Christ, they 
\vere finalIy dislodged and scattered; their 
bouse and all their valuables \vere left to the 
disposal of those outrageous freebooters; 
'\Taggon -loads of tl1eir best books ""ere con- 
verted into \vadding for the cannon ; their ma- 
theluatical and optical cabinet "'Pas pillaged; 
they retired in t;orro\v, (aell to seek a refuge, 
\vith hardly a llope of seeing better days. Thus 
terluinatell the English province of the society 
of Jesus. A fe\v of tbese ancient men, \vho 
have weathered tbe ,vhole storm, are 
till alive, 
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comforting their old age \\?ith the 13.te public 
testilnony of the hc
\d of the church, thJ.t th
y 
deserved a better fate. II.1viug availed them- 

elve"\ of the indulgence of the British govern- 
Juent, on leaving the Netherlands they sOllght 
an a"ylum in their o\vn country. 1'hey here 
subsist, in the security of conscious jnnoc
nce, 
fearless of the pr
judjces and malice of a fe\v 
unprovoked foes, \\,ho kno\\" not ho\v to harrass 
t}JelU but by the old ',eapoo'} of tnisrepresenta- 
tion and slander. 1'hey have pledged their 
allegiance to their king and country, in the com- 
prehensive oath of 1791; they medd1e not ,vith 
general or county politics; they seek 110 offices 
of" state, that remaining stnmbling block in the 
\vay of the catholic nobility and gentry; they 
attend solely to their 0\\?11 professional concerns; 
and, as peaceable and loyal snbject5, they nlay 
justly expect protection for their .persons and 
for their property. Friends of the government 
and of the country, friends of ruonarchy, friends 
of public tranquillity, friends of order and 



228 OF THE ORDER A!\D I1'STITUTE. 


subordination, friends of religioll, friends of 
morality, frit'nds of letters, 
llall they 'Qot be 
protected? Ignorance, prejudice, and passion, 
shall not prevail HgaÌnst such men. 



CIIAPTER IV. 


Character of Pombal. Sunznzary Observations, 
and a brief latice of tlte tendency and danger 
of Education independent of Religion. 


THE success of the old conspiracy against the 
lesuit
 ,,"iJl not be \vondered at, ,vhen we re- 
flect upon the chal'acter of the age in \vhich it 
,\ as formed, and on the nleans that \vere used 
to mature it. Ignorance was the lot of the 
generality of Oleo: despotislu pervaded courts, 
and tools \vere never \vantÎng to shape events 
to the \vill of the powerfu1. Of the parliaments, 
the university, and of the J ansellists, enough 
bag been said to sho\v the in,"eteracy and nla- 
)ignity ,vith \vhich tiley carried on their unjust 
persecutions of tbe society, and to expose the 
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can
cs of their conduct; but, in the nlention 
,vhich has uccasionally been lllade of the Portu- 
guese nlinistcr Car\'alho, nlarcJuis of I
olnbal, 
the great persecutor of the J esnits, too little 
has been said to account for his hatred of then.; 
I ,,'il1, therefore, here, IUl,ke hinl the suhject 
of a few pages. 


During the reign of John V, the Jesuits ,,,"ere 
in high favour at the court of Lisbon. That 
king expired in the arlllS of the fanlons l\Iala- 
grida. Carvalho ,vas then a real or pretended 
friend of the society. The Jesuits, ,,;hon1 king 
Juhn consulted, recomlnended hinl, \\'ith little 
forecast, for the eo] bassies of London and 'Ti_ 
cnna, and, after\\'.ard
, to his successor, Jo- 
seph I, as priIne lninister" He soon, Ilo\\yever, 
betra)'cd his jealousy of the po'\
er and creùit of 
tbe Jesuits; and he Jeterlniued to effect their 
rUIn. The first opportunity of persecuting them 
arose frolp tIle treaty \vith Spain, for an ex- 
change of lands and fixing ue\v boundaries in 
South America, the motÌ\'e of which \ve have 
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already seen. The disoròer, that ensued 

nllong the Indians, the lIHlf(lUis irnplltcd to 
tbp iuflncnce rind ambition of tllc Jesuits; 
\vhence arose the absurd fable of the Jesuit 
king 
icolas, and of the project and attclllpt to 
\1surp the don1inioll of Sonth Aluerica, \vhich, 
\vith great industry and Inany foul arts, he Vro- 
]>agated allover Europe. 1"he insurrection of 
the Paraguay Indians is usually called the first 
cause of J)ombal's hatred of the Jesuits. III 
his arnbitious yie\vs of engrossing all auth9rity 
and po\ver, he dreaded opposition fronl the 
king's brother, don Pedro, ,,'bo ,vas greatly 
attached to the order. A dispensation had 
been obtained fronl Rorne to allo'.v don Pedro 
to Inarry his niece, and POll1ba], ,,"ith confidence 
of success, endeavoured to prevcnt the IlHtf. 
Tlagc. lIe strove to inspire the king \\'ith jea- 
lousy of his brother, 
uggested variul1'3 reasons 
n"hy the princess ought to he given to SOllIe 
forei;!.11 priuce, and rccOlJlIueudcd \\Tilliarl1 duke 
of CUluberland in preference to all others. rrhc 
king consulting his confessor, 1
. l\Ioreira, that 
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Jesuit prevailed upon his master to reject the 
proposal. On that occa'iion, the ,uarqnis \o\ved 
"engeancc, not Dilly against the prince and 
F. :\loreira, but against the ,,'hole order of 
Jesuits. Another grand cause of his rage 
against the SOl"- t'ty \vas but tuo \vell kno\vn to 
the Inj
siol1aries. The greatest ob"tacle to the 
success of their nlissions anJong the Indians had 
aI ".ays been the prevalence and violence of the 
)'ich European settlers, and Inore frequently 
still of the royal governors. They had often 
succeeded, Ly their credit at l\Iadrid and Li
bon, 
to protect the poor Indians frolH personal out... 
rage and s]a\'ery, )Tet it ,vas al \vays a difficult 
struggle. POlnbal had Inade his ùrother, ,,,ho 
',Tas called Xavier l\J endoza, govcrnor general of 
l\Iaragnon, in the Brazils, aud ne\-er hud the 
country before knO\YIl a tyrant so despotic and 
outrageous. The p:on
 queen dowager, l\la- 
riana uf AnstrÌd, greatly favoured the ruissions. 
'''Then any Jesuits sailed for Brazil, she regularly 
exhorted thetn to attend seriousl y to the propa- 
gation of religion, aud directed thenl to inform 
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her exact1y of ,,'hatever obstacles they might ex- 
perience fronl the king's officers, and the l)or- 
tugue
c settlers, pr(Hni
i ng reùress for their in- 
juries and conccalUlcnt of their nalnes. In full 
confidence of her )))"otection the missionaries 
often preferred serious conlplaints against 
Xavier ::\Iendoza, and the "Tongs of the })oor 
Indians ""ere frequently redressed. The n1Ìnis- 
ter's anger at these accusations of bis brother, 
of \\'hich he could not discoyer the authors, 
UIrllost drove hirll lllad: but the ((neen dying, 
he contrived to get possession of her pri\"ate pa- 
p

s, and di
coYercd the channel of intelJ igence. 
I-lis. increased rage against the Inissionaries and 
Jesuits in gencrallnay be Ï111agiued. rrhe con- 
duct of th
 Jesuits, after the earthquake in 1 i5S; 
affoj'dcd hinl fresh grounò
 of enlHity. They 
s})read therllselves through the city and the 
adjacent country, c\'cry,,'here inviting the peo- 
I>le . to repentance. Their scrlnons ,,'ere e\"ery- 
",here attended ùy 1l1uhitl1des, their confessionals 
\verc thronged. 11cuitential processions \"ere 
in
titutcd, the city "'as eùified. III their dis- 
2H 
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courses, they attribut
d the public cala,nity to 
a special visitation of Divine Providence \vitlI 
tbe design of chastising the increasing depravit} 
of nlorals in all ranks, and inviting thenl to 
repentance. The court 'vas pleased \vith the 
e
ertions of the Jesuits. The king, in particn- 
Jar, thanked their pro,
incial, anù ordered the 
repairs of their profes
ed hOl1se to be undertaken 
and defrayed hy the royal treasury. 1'his mark 
of royal fayour sorely mortified the minister: hf' 
cornrJained of the fanaticism of the Jesuits", 
especially of 
lalagTida, ,vho had printed a dis- 

 
course on the subject of the earthquake, \vhicb 
\'\9as read and bighl y conlIDcnòed by the king. 
His majesty had signified his intention of D1ak- 
ing 
 spiritual retreat, or exercise, for a \veek J 
under tbe direction of that celebrated father. 
The marquis, after innumerable other artifices 
to discredit the Jesuit", and their 
doctrine of 
an interfering Providencr assured the king, 
that a conspiracy ,vas fOfIncd to overturn tbe 
govcrnlnent; that, unless l\lalagrida ,,"ere ,vith- 
dra\VD J a public sedition \\-'"QuId ensue. The 
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:king, intilnidated at length consenteù to hi
 
remoyal; hut the crafty minister, dreading the 
resentnlent of the "'hole city, applied, the saine 
clay, to the pope's nuncio, and 
tating the kingYs 
authority and positive Tequest, J>rc\>ailed upon 
hinl to order l\Ialagrida to retire from Li
bon 
to Setubal. lIe then forbade processions, or 
other nlarks of public penance and devotion, 
puLlicly al1eging, that the IIlisfortnne of the 
city ,vas to be attributed so]el y to natural causes; 
and by these anù other Ineans he succeeded in 
keeping the ".eak king in constant dread of 
inlaginctry plots, conspiracies, and insun
ections. 
rrhe king was soon cOlnpletely subdued; c\"cry 
thing ,vas abandoned to the disposal of the n1i- 
llister, his authority and po\\"er becanle absolute, 
and he soon displayed his real character in such 
a series of despotic and tyran nical deeds as the 
annals of nlankind cannot equal. These Inay 
be found fully detailed in the four ,"oIurnes of 
his Jife, printed at Florence in 1785; in J enloires 
tilt llarquis de P01Jlbal; in .rlnecdotes tilt .L linis- 
t;re dll J/arquis de POlllbal; and in ,"arions other 
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publications. IIi
 po\\-er \vith the king expired 
in 1 iii, \\'hen he ,,,,as lInprisoned, impeached, 
and convicted, by the unaniuJous ,'oices of ]lis 
judges, of enormous crïlnes, deserving capital 
J)unishnlent. The queen \\yas preyai1ed upon, by 
the iuterccssioll of SOllIe of the foreign courts, 
to renlÎt the sentence: be ,,,as onl \Y banished to 
.' 


I)olubal, ",here he died in ] 783. ""Tho ,,'ould 
think," said the abbe Garnier, in his funeral 
oration for JOlooc})h I, "that oUe Ulan, Ly abus- 
ing the confidence and authority of a good king, _ 
could, for the space of t\venty years, silence 
every ton
ue, ('lo"ie every ßJonth, shut up e\"ery 
]}cart, hold truth captive, lead falsehood in 
triurnp}J, cffilee every trace of justice, force re- 
specl to he paid to inifl'.1ity and barbarity, and 
en
la\'c }.uhlic opinion fron) one end of Europe 
to the oth(:')"?" Such "'as Sebastian Josepll Car- 
,-a]ha, luar qnis of I>oulba], the cnenlY of the 
Je
uil", Hnd prirne prOllloter of their destruction. 
The "ery enrnity of such a lllan j" a strong 
negativc proof of innocence and virtue. 
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I
nt the cry ,vas up; the society ""a') to . be 
del5troyed; cn,'v, hatred, and lualice led dIe 
. . 
chace; athcisnJ, deisnl, and philosophy, \, ith 
their attendants, ridicule and ,'iophistry, joined 
in the pnrsuit
 and the \'ictinl ,,"as hunted down. 
The ,founders, or rather the finishers and em- 
bclIi
hers of the nlodern school of rea"on, could 
not endure men, ""ho preached doctrines and 
Dlaintained principles so oppo,ite to their o\vn 
ne,v-fan
led systerns. They kneu", that respect 
for re,:ealed truths, and reverence for established 
authority, the t".o olÙects of their detestation, 
".ere the rnain pivots on ,,,hich the ,,-hole system 
of the education of the Jesuits turned. Ðeunt 
tiJ11Cle, 'l"PgCUl Ilollurfjicale, "Fear God and 
)Ionour the king," ,,,,as their adopted nla
in): 
religion and loyalty ""ere ne'"er disunited by 
them, and the rc,'olntionary conspirators had 
deterulined to subvert hoth. These c,.cry".here 
opened 
cltool
 of phiJosophy, as they affccted 
to terrn it; that is, 
chools of impiety and irrc.. 
li
ion; ,,'here God, his Ulysterics and bis ]a\ys , 

 . 


,,"ere cit{\d to the tribunal of prou,-l and depra\'ed 
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reason; ,vlJere it \YUS a rule to r
ject ,vllat \\"as 
not cOllJprebended, to ridicule \\1bïtever checked 
Ind re
trained youtl)ful passions, to begin by 
exanìining every thing incuherent1y, and to end 
by believing nothing. Infinite ,...ere the arts by 
which these odious ß1axin1s ,,-ere infused; and 
they ,,'ere all s\yeetened by J)revions lessons of li- 
bertinisrn and dissoluteness, \yhich soiled the ima- 
gination by the l110st obscene productions, and cor- 
rupted tbe heart by the 1110St abolninable maxims. 
They ,,"ere multiplied under the titles of poems, 
histories, dissertation
, romances; they ilnposed 
tlpon the siluplc by affected doubts of the Inost 
cstab1ished truths; by impudent assertions, that 
religion is no\\? abandoned to the \veak, the 
ignorant, the vulgar. The interest of vice soon 
jllveigled their disciples to re-echo the cr}, that 
lessons, dra\vn from bclief and fear of the 
Supreme Being, are no nlore than the accents 
of fanaticism, superstition, and bigotry:l. Je- 


* \Vhen Dr. Priestley ,vent to Paris, to enjoy personally 
the happy improvement of human afl
lirs, at the conclusion 
of the eighteenth century, the gIorioul) star of rcason ,,,as 
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uits \\ re the avo\yed berLLld
 of these degradin ó 
]e

ons, they \vere not })hilosophcrs. " No," 
says Ð'Alelubert, one of the father:3 of the nen 
SystCIH, " the .Jesuits Layc been teaching philo- 


culminating. He was known to be a materialist, conse- 
quently very natural1y taken for an dthcl
t, or at least a 
naturalist, if I may use the expression, and the arms of the 
fraternity were open to receive a man so highly distin- 
guished for his chemical discoyeries. They eagerly catered 
into discourse with one, who had denied man a soul, and, 
after pouring forth their 0\\ n sublime theories of eternal 
sleep and energies of nature, they gave hinl a pause to 
utter /tis sublimities; and presently the room echoed with 
laughter and information that the doctor belic'l:cs: Le doctt:ur 
croit, Ie docteur Priestlc!} Cl'Oit. Some, who had not heard 
the conversation, ran to inquire whai he believed. ('01'..- 
11lcnt! croit-il l'immortalité de l'ame? Pu 'nt de tout; il 
con'l'ient que l' humme n' a point d'am
. B.'en! lJue c:roil-it 
don? Il croil, l'immol'talité du corp. :lue diable! quell,. 
bi:arerie! ðlais, clle':. doctcuT, erpliqlle= nOllS cela. The 
òoctor discoursed on Dlatter, and necessity, and of J esu.; 
Christ as a mere Ulan. Findin ó that he believed sOllletltillg 
their astonishment ,,-as great; and, for some timp., ie "c!octC:lil" 
croit wa
 a bye." orJ. 
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sophy t\VO hundred years, and they have never 
yet had a philoso])her in the ir body." 


In the Inpaning of these \\'Titers, the charge 
Jnl1
t be fnily adtuitted. l\e"er did Jesuits 
IUlrbunr \\'ithin their \\ya]ls the Jnaxirl1s or the 
doetriucs of modern sophisters. r-l
hey ackn()\v- 
ledged no philosophy, that appeared to infringe 
revelation or nlorals; but not on that account 
did they forego a nlodest clailn to the title of 
philosophers. Those among theIn, ,,'ho best 
deserved it, \yerc activcly employed in detecting, 
exposing, aud refuting the fallacies of the 
DIOdeI'll Vol tairian school; and, \vithout affecting 
the peculiarity of the name, they ,ycre satisficd. 
,,'ith being philosophers in the ancient accepta- 
tion uf the terll1; that is, \"hile they inculcated 
respect for divine revelation, and for established 
authority, they ueyer ceased, during t\\ 0 hu n- 
dred years, to furnish a suecessi
n of professors, 
\vho unfolded the principles of natural and of 
n10ral kno\vledge. And \vhat branch of hUluan 
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ciencc u-as bani
hcd frollI tbcir c;rhouls? Their 
public le
sons Inight he called elel1lenfar!/ by 
deep proficients; but they ""ere acconuno(lated 
to the capacity of the bulk of their )"outhful 
auditors; their oLject ,vas to u,,-aken in tbem 
the luve of science, to Jay the foundation on 
\vhich the eùifice of ùeep kno\vlcdge ,,-as after- 
\\lards to ri
e. I t i
 alJo,,-ed, that the JIlost 
distiuguished scholars in every branch, in past 
time
, genera)) y had been trained in the Jesl1its 9 
schools; and can it he said, \yith truth, that 
none of the ruasters, ,\"ho had taught theIn, ever 
ro
e to enlinence; that none of thenl ,vere 
philosophers? That they never affccted to 
assume the title is allo\\"ed: their philosoph y 
\vas IIlore circulnspect. On their first principle 
they accepted, and tItey taught others to accept, 
,,,ithout hesitation, the oracle:; of the church of 
Christ; they never blushed for their faith, 01" 
as it ,,,,as miscalled, thcir credulity. They 
believed sublinlc trnth
, that snrpassed COtll- 
prehen
ion, because they feared God, ,,'ho at- 
tests then), 
lnd kne\v that hè canuot deceive. 


2 I 
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Fixed in th i
 first principle, they conceived no 
incongruity in joining to it eager researches 
into the secrets of nature, steady pursuit of 
inlpro\'en1ent in every hnnHlll science. If CD)Î- 
J1enCe in these justly confers the title of philo- 
sopher, it is strange, that the doctors of the llf\V 
autichristian school should have overlooked the 
nalnes of iunulnerable Jesuits ill cvcry branch 
of science, \\ 110 \"ere respected a
 l)hilo
ophers, 
until faith in divine rc\'clation \yas reckoncd to 
depreciate ..ill literary nlcrit. It \youlJ he te- 
dious to rehearse the nlultitude of nalnes, \\'hich 
Dlight be adduced; but I ll)Ust observe, that 
tbe su
ces
ioll of thelll \\'as never tliscoutinued . 
dud that, in tbe rery last state of tIle society, 
there '"ere Inen among thenl re\
crcd and COI
- 
sultcd by the lllost elnineut profe

ors dnd acade- 
luicians, ,yho di
daincd to he nlere disciples of 
,r oltaire and D'1\lc1l1bert. The best 111at!lemati- 
cians of Italy bO\\TCÙ to the n
line5 of Ricati and 
Lecchi. The mostenJinent astronODlcrs frequented 
the observa
ories of the Jesuits at Rome, F]orence, 
nod :\li1an, directed by the füthers Boscovich ø 


, 
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XilllPues, and La Gr'[ng'c. Father
 .\1(1yer and 
11..dl \ycrc celebrated throl1 b h Gcrlllany, ana the 
l)o1i
h Je
uit 11 oczo bult, the royal astroHOlner at 
\''''illlo, "a
 kno\\'l1 \yhere\'cr astrouolny ,vas 
cultivated. The ce]ebra.ted 1.\1. La L..lnùc, and 
our o"
n a
tronomer, Dr. :\Iaskelyne, did not 
disdain his correspondence. La Lande, in par- 
ticuJar, in his \\'Titings, nlentions these Jesuit 
})bilosophers ,,'ith honour. 


It is tbe rernark of 
1. Chateaubriand
, that, 
without any prejudice to other literary societies} 
the Jesuits ""ere truly styled Gens de Lettres, 
IJecanse the "'hole circle of sciences ,,""as lllore or 
less cultivated alllong tbem. It was a rare case 
to rneet \\.ith a Jesuit devoid of scientific kno\v- 
ledge. Their reputation, in this point of vic\v, 
contributed much to the e
teeln iu which the 
society w'as fortll
rly held, hefore the 8trange 
concurrence of causes, \\7hich has not been 
)Iitherto explained, had operated npon the 



 Genie du Clu isti3nic;mC', tom. ,iii. 
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catholic priuees to discard them, and, in so 
doing, to open \'olcélnocs beneath their tllrones. 


The destruction of the Jc
uits ''ras, ]iterally, 
the destruction of that education, in catholic 
countries, Ly u'hich order \"as e,;tahlislJed on .its 
Lc
t and surest foundation, the belief of future 
re\\'ards and punislnnents, aud the conviction, 
tl}at Jllêln ,vas on earth but a transient being, 
\\yhose chief ol
ject ""as to \\york out his sal ration 
and eternal hÚppincs'o in another \yorld; a COll- 
yiction, that could Duly be ilHpressed upon tbe 
nJind by the truths of revelation. I t is no part 
of nl y object here to enter into a dissertation 
upon the cOlnparative excellencies and defects 
of religions s)"
ttn)s; but I nlaintain, that the 
di
tìnguishing f;lculty of cOJnprehending religious 
su hjects, and the di
ro"ition to be influenced by 
thein, iuter\vü\yen in the nature of nlan, are 
])roof"" that it is intended by God that he sllonld 
be principally and genera11y influenced by re- 
ligious Illotives; and that olorality, ,\"ith all 
its beauty, to be \'aluable, Inust originate in 
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that source. Let even telnperate pni1050phers 
say ,,,,hat they"pin of 11101 c.t1ity, independent of 
religion, there is one strikin

 advantage to 
state' arj
i ng frolll the latter, \\'hich the fortner 
cannot yield. CoutellÌlueut aud resignation are 
. 
 
the Ii"nits of religion; insulated morality gene- 
rates discontent, and has a perpetual tendency 
to doubt the justice of the inequality of con- 
ditions in this life; very naturally too, if the 
short race of it be all to \vhich our hopes and 
fears can extend. rfhere is also a gradation in 
morality; there is a confined and a rdìned Ino- 
rality. SUlllll clliqlle tribuitllr is a lna
iln of 
confined n1ora1ity; the rtjined rnoralist is a cos- 
mopolite; and, sti111Hore refined, he denies the 
rights of nzeUJ11, and IltuJJz; and the govenllnent 
that suffers one Ulan to cujoy 11]()re t}HUl another 
1
 an nnju"'t governn1cnt, consequently Juan 
Dught to seeh a just one, and so ,,"e }lave the 
revolutionary sy
ten1. It is only religion, it is 
only the Christian religion, \\ hich can reconcil{} 
nor'\lity to the btatc of Ulau. rI'his is the beau- 
tifnl Inorality \vhich binds hinl in social ordc,., 
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\vhicb gi,'cs to Ca

ar ,,'hat is due to C
esar, and, 
in 
ecuring to e\
ery Juan the rights IJe has ob- 
tained of property, calI
 npon hiln to rectify the 
selfishness of corrupted nature; to do as he 
,,"ould be done hy, to ]oye his hrother as himselt
 
aud still farther to assilnilate hilnself to his 
r.laster and to his God, by Ioving his enenJies. 
Divine IHorality! ,,'hi('h could ha,'e flo,,
ed only 
fronl a di\
inc source! Divine ]egislation! 
L. 


dictated hy God hilJlsclf! It i
 unfortunate, 
that the nature of luan ,,,HI not })erulit the 

pÌ1'it, and even the out,,'ard forIlIs, of a re1igion 
so adapted to the actual condition of the LUlllan, 
spccies to be universal; and, tbat the different 
"ic" s taken of tLe text, by the variance of the 
Jlunlan unrlerstanding, should di\ crge into in- 
{'ungruous SystcllJS, and excite ].eligious dis- 

cntions. nut, ho,,'e,,'er thi::, lnay be dCJ)lored, 
it is btill u)orc deplorahle, that it 
hould e,.er 
enter into the rnind of luau to establish systenJs 
of education, in ,,'hich that \\'hich should he 
the foundation of it is totalJy excluded front it; 
that the end of kno\\'ledge should be separated 
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from the mcan
 of it; that the rndilncnt,; of in- 
struction should be devoted solely to the acqui- 
sition of \\"orld} y arts, of \\'hich the operation 
is to be left to the direction of ignorance and 
selfishness. It is a
tonishing, ,vith the expe- 
rience men ha,-e so lately and so dearly gained 
that there can be founù oue to approve of a 

ystcnl, in thi
 country, the 
lrcIletype of ,,"hich 
has desolated Europe and ruined France. In 
attributing the explosion of the French revolu- 
tion to the deistical and atheistical philosophers, 
I do not hesitate to attribute the long continua- 
tion of it to the change that took ])lace in the 
forrns of education; to the univer
ities of Buo- 
naparte *, to the confining of n.len's interests to 


* Dy hi
 edicts on this subject, the you"h of France were 
to be brought up at his schools throughout the empire; 
the
e schools, in every town amI vill<.ige, wcr...
 all òi3uifkd 
with the appellation of univer
ity, the masters of \vhjch 
\\ ere appointc(1 by the principal of the school at Pari
, and 
to be under his control. The matheh.
.tics and a military 
t;pirit \\ ere ordered to be the ch;t.f things attendcd to: aU 
boys, of \\ hate vcr age, wore uniforms anù HllJUenSC cor. 
ut:rcd hats. " 
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the duration of life. In this conntry, there is 
a systelD in full operation, and patronlzed by 
sonle of the first characters of the 
tate, bý 
,,'hich a. "cry large vortion of the people \vill, 
in a ft,\\" years, con
i
t of persons ahle to reéuJ, 
,,'rite, and keep aCCOlluts, \\,ho ,,,ill hav'e no 
kno\\'ledge, or un erroneous one, of the duties 
and sanctions of rc1igion, and \\,hose III orality 
will const'Cjucntly be deJ}endent on their reason- 
ing t
Lcu]ties; and I alII very much rnistaken if 
those faculties ,,'ill not lead to silnilår conceptions 
and sin1Ïlar effects as those produced by the 
reasoning faculties of 1788 and 1789. 1'his 
opinion cannot be mistaken for one of intole- 
rance. I think it \vould have been happier had 
the ,,'hole nation been of one accord in every 
point of religion; and I see, in the church of 
ElJgland, sufficient inducements to }Jave re.. 
strained minds, sensible of the danger of innova- 
tion, frolll Inaking a fe\v points of rnysteriol1s 
doctrines a plea for separating froln her; but 
,vhile I say this, I aln far fron1 tllinking that 
!pen 
bol1Id be compelled into modes of \\"'orship, 
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I (un only 
orry to see thClll dissenting. I am 
an advocate t()r the toleration of cunscientious 
scruples; but there is one thing \vhich I thiuk 
no go\erulneut ought to tolerate, and that is 
public sl:hools openly professing to bani
h re- 
ligious instrnet iOB; for they nll1st pro\1e scn1ina- 
ries of tllalconteut
 and delllocrats. The luxury 
nnd ari",tocracy of a fe\v \vell educatcd rich 
atheists and deists aHè)rd no objection; it is of 
the lo\v and of the indigent that these schools 
are forilled, of persons ,,'ho Inay he rendered 
th
 1l1ost valuable or tIle Jnost pernicious part of 
the COllllllunity. JIo/no stan: be is not a Ulan, 
'\vho can be an enemy to tbe nlental iluprove- 
Inent of his fello,v creatures. The ignorance of 
the low'er classes is deplorable; it is the InaTa! 
duty of those in higher stations, it is the noble 
task of 
overn(nents to raise them on the scale 
...... 
of intellect; education crtnnot be too general, 
but let it be in the true spirit of education. \V c 
are creatures, \vho depend greatly, l)crhaps 
""hony, on instruction. 'Ve can in general do. 
1ittle of our
cl\Tes. \Ve luust at first have 
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guides, and, to borro,v the pitlJY expression of 
the famous bishop of Do}vn, JerenlY Taylor, " if 
our g11ides do not put something into our head
, 
,vhile children, the Devil will." The arts of 
reading and writing are mere mecbanical in... 
struments: to render them a blessiug the soul 
must be fashioned into a spring of tl10ught and 
action" and it beboves the fashioner to ternper 
it just1y. 1-10\\' <lesirable soever it Inight be, that 
the rising generation, enjoying the same con- 
.stitutiol1, should be united in the sanle mode of 
\\yorship, )Tet, dS that bl6Ssing seeIns unattainab1e 
in the I)resent state of the world, it would be 

ome consolation, if the various dissC'nters from 
the established churcb would IloId thenlselves 
bound to insist upon tbe Christian religion, 
according to their o\vn vic\vs of it, being taught 
iu the ne\v schools; and, I BIn free to confess, 
that the di
scnting mil.isters in general are not 
ùefici
nt of :zeal in inlpressing their reJigious 
pìinciples on the minds of their foHo\\yers; and 
it is but justice to say, that the 'vorld at large 
have been indebted to many of tl1elll, to W att
' 
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to Hartley, and to others: nor do I think, that 
the generality of dissenters call possiL1 r approve 
of that plan, ,vlIich, asselnbJing poor children 
to be taught reading, writing, and figures, sends 
them to learn the relation between the Creator 
and his creature, the corruption of hlunan 
nature, and the means of salvation, in a garret 
or a cellar, ".here \vant and ignorance, or low 
debauchery, are to be thfir prcceptors. It is a 
mistaken benevolence, and good men of all 
communions should òeprecate tbe evil, and re- 
solve to avert it by tbe establishment of schools 
,vhere the principal objects of education should 
be the principal things attended to, that the 
secondary ones Juay be made subservent to them; 
where, ,\?h ile the duties of man to God, to him- 
self, and to society, are inculcated, the scholar 
may exercise his po\vers \vith Looks and pen5 
to ad\1'antage, and \\1'ithont danger to the state. 
Nor, ,vithont previous oral instruction, should 
the Bible itself be put into the hands of readers, 
,,,bether children or ignorant adults. Bible 
5ocietjes, consisting, beyond aU doubt, of pivns 
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Inen, ,,
il1 diffuse good or c\-il oyer the ,yorld 

\ccordiug to the prudence ,vitll \'" hieh the 
clcred 
\70lunlcs arc distributed. I n theology, as in 
natural philosophy, the nninfoJ'lned ßlind cannot, 
of it
eIf, eruLrHce C\'Cll the 1110St incontrovertible 
trutl)s: the rai
il g uf the dead and the rotation 
of the cdrth drc al ike iucolnrrchensible; "'hat 
i
 not ilun)ediatc)y illtel1igiLlc is not ilnpressÏ\ 7 e, 
but ,,-hen once ,,'e have been taught to ob8erve 
the l1)otion of the hea\ cn]y bodies, aud are made 
sen
ihle, that the po""er, ,yhich could assign 
certainty of operation to natnre, rnn
t he eqnal 
to the "'llbpension of it, astrono111f and re1i
ion 
opt'll upon ns, and \\"e fly to Ne\\9ton and the 
1\
stalnent; H1Jd, seeing trnths unro),l them
el\"es, 
,,,,c ,,-iHingly take rnnch on trust in hoth; 
certain that hooks, ,,-here ,ve find so Inany de- 
nlon
trations, are not intended to deceive ns in 
anyone J'oint, and the resnrreetion of our Sa- 
,-iour becomes sooner sul,'ed than the precession 
of the equinox. 


It is ÏInpossible to conteIl1plate the advan- 
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tages qri"ing to onf feUo\\" crcat1lres and to 'ìQ- 
ciet\' froo1_Dr. Bell's system of education for the 
. . 


poor, "ithout delight and ".ithont gratl
f111 
feeling" to the author, and, J Illay add, the htill 
actÎ,'e din. 1o ctor of it. Thou
al1cls npon thou- 
sands ,,'ill bless hiuI , ,,'hilc he yet li\'es and a 
J ' 
perpetual ...cries of nlil1ion, \yill re\'L're his IHe- 
Dlory after he shall ha\'e joilled the nlyriclds of 
s})irits froln \"hol11 he shaH hiln
elf learn the 
cclt.:stial al1cIl1jahs, and tho
e things ,,-hieh it 
lIas not entered the mind of Ulan to conceive. 


It \vol1]d be unjust not to pay a tribute of 
praise, also, to the founders of an institution, 
,,'110, though dissenting in tenets, have adopted 
Dr. Bell's plan for a religious education, accord- 
ing to their princi pIes: I a]]ude to the Fit roy 
free school for the instruction of six hundred 
children. 


Catl101ic schools, on a sitnilar plan, haye also 
been established, for the education of the poor 
children of catholic parents. 'rhe
e are super- 



.. 
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intended by zealou., l)rie
ts, \vho give rcligiou
 
instrnction glatnitouFly to the vupils. All 
uch 
estublishlnents merit encouragcrnent, 1I0t only 
1ì.o
n luernbers of tl1eir o\vn eomillunion, hnt 
from aU, ,rbo by iufluence or u"ealth are able to 
aiâ th CIH. 


In nJaking religion the basis of education, no 
inference can be rlran n, that the teu)})orul in- 
terests and rights of Inallkind are to be neg- 
lected. l\Ian, born to sorro'
 , ha "ing but a 
sbort tinle to live, is assuredIy Dlore concerned 
ill securing an eternal than' a temporal hapI)i- 
)}e
s; Lut be is sufficiently long in his tran
it to 
render his situation on earth of importance, and 
the ease and contentn1ent of every individual 

h(Juld be the ol
ject of all governnlents: for 
this are communities fornled, for this are Ja\\'s 
IDude, for this does tl âe sovereign execute the 
)i, ".S, and for tbi
 are individuals required to 
,bear and to forbear. Evilluust arise, and affiic- 
tions must be borne, bu t that governnlent is the 
best inlagined, and the 11l0st \visel y administered, 
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. 
tJY \"hich the large nHtSS of t11e people arc en- 
abled to pass through tbe years of probation 
\\'ith the greatest comfort, and are })rescnted 
\\'ith opportunities of bettering their conditions 
and promoting their families. But I do not 
mean to interweave, here, an essay upon go- 
vernment and civil rigl}ts; tlte contenlpla.tioll of 
the admirable system of eùucation among the 
Jesuits led to these observations on the systems 
of general education, and in concluding them 
,vith cxpressly stating Iny opinion of tbe grand 
object of national cOlllffillnity my view is, to 
leave no rooln for attributing the sentiments of 
Joyalty and of religion, 'v hich, in such a ,york 
as thh, have naturally faIlcll from my pen, to 

er\'ility or bigotry. 



1 Y suLjeët is no\v CODle to its c]o
e: it is not 
t ) he denied, that the restoration of the order of 
Jesuits h

s e
cited a]arnJ; for ,\TC already see a nc\v . 
couspiracy form
d against it, possessing all the 
lualignity, if not all the td ler.
, or po,ver, of the 
old one. But ,vho are the persons a]arlued? 
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They can he s11ch olll
 as have a similarity of 
, spirit and uf \'ie\\ s to tho
e of the fortner ene.. 
Inie
 of the 80l"iety (
ir John IIipJ)i
It'Y nc\'cr- 
thele
s excepte(1, \\'l,u'"'e alarll1 Juu"t ha\'e a '''ery 
different '\) rin
); Itlen) who htt\"e already dared 
to \varu the ('1t-rt;"): of I
u
land agHin
t institut- 
ing sl'bools, ill \\ hich l"hi1dren are to be in- 
structed in the natÌonëJ] reJis'ion, because of the 
hostile feelings \\'hich "ill Le e:xcited bet,yeen 
tLeln and the l'hildren of the anti-cburch insti- 
tutioll
:If:; jacobinical IJhilosophers, materialists, 
votarie
 of rcason and eternal sleep, and, rer- 
hap
, some clergy, as before.) of their on'n 
con1mllnion, \\"bo
e interest may be aflècted, and 
\vho baY
 not penetration and yirtue enongb to 
see and enjoy the motive and the justice of their 
restoration to religion and to Jetters: "igno- 
rance," said IIenry I\T, in bis speech to HarIay 
before cited, "has ul\vays borne a grudge to 
learning:' I trust, ho\vever, and believe, that J 


* A. writer in the Tioles, cited in the Quarterly Review 
Qf Oct. 1811, p. 302. 
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IH1'-e proycù enough to cOl1\'inre the reader) that 
the Je
nit
 have been calnrnniated; that their 
de
truction ,vas effected by the Illalire and envy 
of their enelnies, on the one hand, and by the 
})usillauiJuÎty of their })rOpl'r protector on the 
other; that, as far a
 authority exteuds, there 
is a great and brilliant hahlllce in their fa\'our; 
that, on the ground of reasoning, the proof of 
their "irtuc as \"en as of their religion does not 
fall 
hort of dejnon,
tration in the account of 
their institute; that they are not at \val' "ith 
protestant governluents, ,,,hose catholic subjects 
they are ,veIl knO\\ï1 long to have trained up in 
loyalty; and, that the slnall nUluber llO\V in 
this country have cornpleted those proofs of 
loyalty by a solenul oath of allegiance to the 
king. 


2 L 
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Calumniare audacter; semper aJiquid adhærebit. 
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ERICUS TO L.L\ICDS. 


LET T E R I. 


. 


Jesuitl1', qui se m'lxilllc nobis OppOl1lll1t, aut necandi. flut si 
hoc COllll/lodè Jieri non potc
t, ejiciendi, aut eerte 1Ilelldaciis et 
caluumiis opp imendi SU1
t, - Calvo Axiom. - Vide Becan. 
tom. i, opuse. xvii, aìJhor. 15 *. 


IN God's nanle, Laicus, \vho are you, and 
,vhat is ).onf ai,n? The order of Jesuits, you 
tell us, has been totally abolished. Every person 


* The Jansenistica] apostate monk, Lc Coura)"cr, aBegcs 
a powerful motive to enforce this doctrine: it is this; CI Dy 
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of Juoderate inforlnation kno\vs, that to aCCOJß- 
])1i
h that abolition, \vhich \vas not total, all the 
artifice
 of cHlurnl1Y \vere exhausted. 1\ either 
Calvin, nor Le Conraycr, nor eyen Laicns, 
could have added a Illite to the torrent of abuse 
of J e
uits, ,,'hit'b inundated Europe about fifty 
years ago, \\ hen the COIn l}l
te overthro\\" of that 
OJ dl'r- \\yas fina1Jy planned and deterlnined. The 
Jesuits feU; and \"ithin a fe\\y years ROlne ,vas 
sacked and pillaged; t\\90 successive IJontiffs \vere 
lodged in dungeons; cycry French infidel, every 
fanatical go'pcller throng-hout Europe, exulted 
in the di",colufiture of the scarlet whore; the 
papacy "'a
, on e\'cry side, pronounced to be 
e:xtÏnct. But, behold, by tbe unerring operation 
of !)roviòence, the papacy is again seated on tbe 
scyen hills, and its old ChaIlJpions, the Jesuits, 
are on
e rl10re ('aIled forth to sustain the assaults 
of calulnny. nut \"hdt inept calulnny, \"bat 


destroying the credit and reputation of the Jesuits, Rome must 
be subyerted: and when this is once eßècted, Religion will 
reform itself." -Ilist. du Cone. de Trente, ed. d'Amsterda'l1l a 
1751, p. 63. 
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fulsehoods, \rhat inconsistencies, ,,-hat contra- 
dictions, have you, Laicus, raked together, 
to &tiflc the ne\v life, \vhicb they arc only beg'iu- 
Ding to enjoy! Thus in day
 of olù conspired the 
Je\visb pharisees to nlurder Lazarus, a
 soon as 
the SOIl of God had rai
ed hinl frol11 the ton1b.- 
John xii, 10. Consider, Sir-you need not be 
so precipitate. l\lany years nlust yet pass, 111 an y 
po\yers must concur, to recruit, to drill, to 
marsllal a ne\v body of Jesuits, capa.ble of 
achieving the lllischief, which your virulent 
declamation inlputes to their predecessors. I 
have spent some years of my life in foreign coun- 
tries; I there read every libel against the Jesuits, 
tllat came in my \va y; but I never found oue so 
perfect1
r contemptible as yonr t,,'o tottering co- 
lumns in the TIl\IE
, nc\vspaper, of January the 
27th. 1'hey \y
ll not support either thenlselves, 
or the credit of the publication \vhich has re- 
ceived them. And yet thi
 infamous trash I11ust 
be noticed, because it is calculated to do harnl. 
I say again, \vho are you? TeJllne, if you òare. 
If you have ,vritten truth, ,vIJY should you skulk 
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froo} the light? nut," alas! Onzllis, qui '/llale 
ogit, udit luceJJl.-J ohn iii, 20. 


I need not ask again, ,,,bat i" J.our aim? 
Your t\yO cohllnns plainly tell it. It is not to 
convey infoJ"lnation to discerning n1cn; it is to 
poi
on the n1Ïnd
 of the nndiscriluinating ,'uJgar; 
it is to rai
e a popular cry, ,,,hich, in this 
country, has 1110re than Ollce either intilJlidated 
,'irtuons Inini
ters, or fa,'ourcd the projects of 
bad ones. There is, lOll kno\v it, c\.en in this 
en1igh tened nation, a Illass of fanaticism and 
bigotry, "bich may easily be called into action. 
If you are forty-five years old, you Il1ay remem- 
ber, tbat, in 1780, one extra\
agant rcligionist 
Dlade the streets strealll ".ith bloud, and n('

r]y 
".rappcd tbe capital in Barnes. I f you IJa,'e 
I'ead history, )'ou know that the Ilrojector
 of 
the exclusiun bill fOUll{ the profligacy of rfitu
 
Oëltes quite sufficient to rai
e an enOrnlOl1S fer- 
ment throughout the nation, and to procnre the 
legallllurder of t\venty l}arnlle
s Jesuits, gent1c- 
lucn and l)riests. You distinctly disclailn tbe 
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n}(
rit of novelty. Right: you dare not deviate 
an inch frolll the old beatcn track of inflanlmatory 
calulllny and d
famation. Your ,,-hole tale has 
been long prepared and fashioned to your hands. 

othing in it is yours, but the inconsistencies, 
contraùictions, and scurrilous language, \vith 
,,,bich you have pieced it together. It is cOJ)ied 
frolH one or lllore of the ten thousand libels, \vhich 
overspread Europe fifty years ago, ,vhcn the 
confederate ßlinisters of the catholic courts, tbe 
POIHuals, the Choiseuls, the Arandas, the Ta- 
nuccis, the Caunitzes, the SI)inellis, the l\Iare- 
foschis, &c. had Iìnally determined to assassinate 
tbe ,,,hole body of the Jesuits. I lIave read 
ahnost every ,yord of your t",.o flinlsy columns 
ill the old llequisitoires, C0111ptes RelldllS, an(l 
Arréts of the French parliaments, froln ,vhich 
I traced it to the Jallscnists, to the Calvinists, 
to tbe 1llba Jlagna, to Scioppius, to Hospinian, 
to the .L
lonarchia Solipsorul1l, and to the ] ying 
.Ll/ouita ð'ccrefa: yet thi
 la
t is the onl y one of 
yonr fonl sources, that yon IJave the hardiness 
to cite, probably hecause you kno\v it to be 
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the most malicious. It 
han be speciaJly 
noticed hereafter. N O\V all this \vas long 
ago refuted to tbe satisfaction of dispassionate 
men: even many of tbe French pa).1iamentarians 
saw cause to regret tbeir own deed. I bave 
heard several of their leading lnen lament it, 
and SODlt' of tllCID fairly ackno\vledgc the ilifa111Y 
of the slander, ,\'hich their courts had enlplo)'e(l 
to effect it. 1/ falloit denigrer les Jesuites; car 
sans cela, les parlenzens n' en seroient .janzai& 
venus à bout, ,yere the \yords used by the late 
Rlniable and learned president Des Brosses in 
my hearing. But you, Sir, are not content to 
suck in the black bile of the old Gallic nlagis- 
trates; JOu emulate the savage cruelty of Nero 
to\vards the prin1itive Christians - you dress up 
your Jesuits in the sen1blance of \vild beasts, to 
entice your dogs to devour then). 


And could you not, then, see the inconsistency 
of representing the \vhole body of Jesuits, as 
men systen1atically trained to every "ice ang 
crin)e, and of acknowledging, at tbe Séuue tiuJc, 
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that they governed the consciences of all mo- 
narchs, and of all their grandees; that they 
ruled courts; that they "
ere every \vhere trusted, 
respected, and employed? They enjoyed this 
credit during t",.o hundred years, in all catholic 
countries, and, if \ve must belicye YOU, in all coun- 
. 
tries not professedly catholic, that is, in protestant 
countries; and yet you require us to adlnit, that 
11 the sovereigns, prelates, and magistrates of 
those nations, had neither the discernment to 
discover, nor the pow'er to control the course of 
their \vickedness. Indeed, Sir, the best refuta- 
tion of your fable would be, a comparison of 
tbe state of religion, morality, order, and sub- 
ordination in catholic countries, while Jesuits, 
as you tell us, \vere their teacbers, preachers, 
and directors, ".,ith the face of public morals, 
after their cnenlies had accomplisllcd their de- 
struction. Another conlplete refutation uf your 
inconsistent charge arises fron
 the remarkable 
circumstance, that, io all the countries \\
here 
Jesuits were consigned to jails, exile, infanlY, 
and beggary, not a crin1c could be aJIeged or 
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pro'
ed against a single Jesuit; not one ""as evel 
interrogated or suffered to plead bis cause. 
IIorrid to ten! they ""ere all cvery,,"here con- 
àcrnned, every,,,,here pl1ni,hed unheard, ulltried. 
This is a fact of public notoriety *. 


I t is cnrions to observe, ho\v your accusa- 
II 
tions turn tù the credit of tbe Jesuits. The strict 
obedience, '" hich ,va
 enjoined and pnictised in 
, 
tlleir society, is ,,-ith J'OU their crilne; ,,
ith 
e\-ery Jnan of sense, it is their cOlllnlcndation. 
It ,yas. in fact, the bond, ,yhicb celnented them 
together, )\'hich supplied tbe place of _nlonastic 
]'estrictions, incolnpatible ,,'ith their various 
duties. "Tithout it, they ,,,"ould soon ha\"e 
fallen into disorder, they ,\"ould ba, e been 
conteulued; but they ,,"ould not baye been eUl- 
}Jloyed, nor trusted, nor even IJersecuteù. An- 


* That the luinisters Pombal, Choi
eul, .Aranda, Tanucci
 
&c. should have adopted this summary mode of execution 
at Lisbon, Paris, l\Iaùrid, 
 aplcs, &c. creates no,v littlc 
surpn
e, ùevoteJ as they ,,,ere to the vie,vs of th
 philo- 

ophers. 
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other of tlJeir crinl(,s is their ardent llftaclnne 1t 
. . 
to tlLei,. order. I allo\v it ""a
 singular. rrbey 
had a tender feeling for the good reputation of 
their SOCiCLY, and tbey all ,,"cll under
!oor1, tl1at 
it depended upon the good conduct of every in- 
dividual *. But ,vho cannot see, that this ad- 


* It will be readily allowed, that the fortu of limited 
monarchy is best calculated to insure the happiness of sub- 
jects. Besides this gcncral advantage, Inany other features 
of the Jesuits' institute strongly conspired to produce union 
of minds and hearts mnong the members. One main cause 
of it" ho,vever, \vas accidental, and extrinsic to their go- 
Vernment and statutes. This ,vas the unceasing pressure of 
unmerited outward hostility, 'which, of course, closed thcln 
into a more compact phalanx. In the last persecution, a 
thous:1nd straté"lgems were devised to creatc disunion among 
them, and to engage them to solicit their own dissolution. 
Their enemies were everywhere diioìappointell and en- 
raged. They were reduced to assassinate the body, "hich 
they could not decompose. In every country" they em- 
ployed merciless soldiers, and still n10re unfeeling law- 
yers" to tear off the Jesuits' cassocks; and cyerywhere 
they found the country "ateTcù ,,-ith the J esui ts' tears. 
Jesuits wcre everywhere fond of thcir profession. Can 
this be a crime? 
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Ðlitted fact stands in direct contradiction to that 
other crirnination, ,,,here )"OU execrate their go- 
vernnlent, as pel:fect and ulle..ranlpled despotisnz P 
I t is not possible, that a large hody of ,veIl edu- 
cated men should be enalnoured of slavery. It 
is a truth, that the governrnent of the J esnits 
was tbe most gentle, and )"et the most effective, 
tbat ever existed; and this, if you had sense to 
comprehend it, arose in a great measure from 
the perfection of their obedience. Let this 
6uffice for your inconsistencies. 


Alnong your direct falsehoods, I rank your 
assertion, that their constitutions \\"ere framed 
by Laines and Acquaviva, both generals of tIle 
society: that the foriller ,vas the author of your' 
favourite libel, tbe 11lonita Secreta, and that it 
,vas brought to light at the end of tbe seven- 
teenth century. This }JlJint shall be resumed. 
To Inention all your falsehoods, I Inust copy 
your t\yO COll1Dlns: but I cannot omit arraigning 
J.ou as a shalneless inJpostor, for your asser- 
tion in Italics, that the Jesuits had obtained from 
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the holy see a special1icence (oJ trade. In fact, 
there never \vas a luore hUe caluI11ny, than that 
Jesuits ruled the papal court, and possessed 
enorOlOllS ,vealth. It ,vas an object of laughter 
even ,vith those \vho re-echoed the tale in the 
loudest tone. The Jesuits never possessed a 
sing1e post in the Roman court, to \vhich power 
and influence \\fere attached. Some of these bt;- 
longed to more ancient orders; and, in those 
orders, tIle Jesuits generally found rivals and 
opponents. Not having the sources of power, 
they never possessed any other influence, either 
at Rome or else\vhere, tban that ,vhich virtue 
and abilities occasionally give to individuals. 


To these enormous, I ,vould rather say ab- 
normous, misshapen lies, ,I add, in finishing, 
Jour assertion, that the Jesuits took part in 
every intrigue, in every revolution. )7" ou are not 
ignorant, it seeIns, that revolutions are al\vays 
})receded by intrigues. N O\V, Laicus, you n1ust 
patiently submit to be branded n-ith the tit1e of 
iPLE!\DIDE ltlE
DAX, until ) ou produce un- 
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deniabJ(1 proof, that the Jesuits \vere concerned 
in the intrigues, \vhich produced the seyeral re- 
,yolutions of Denmark, S\\reden, and Russia, of 
the United Provinces in 1570, of l)ortugal in 
1 (j40" of England in the same year, and agaIn 
in 1688, and, nlore recently, in the reyo.. 
lution, '''}lich \v1
ested the American State
 
fro III the British cro".n. I \viII I"ub off the 
splendide 1/lcudaæ fronl your forehead ,vhen 
you prove, that anyone of these revolu- 
tions ,vas contrived, or conductëd, by Jesuits. 
It is a rCluarkable CirCUll1stallce, that, anlidst tbe 
fiercest rage of unceasing ,vars, the t\VO great 
riyal llouses of Bourhon and .L\.ustria vied 
\vith each other in csteenl and affection for 
the Jesuits. During the reigns of Philip II, and 
his three immediate successor
 in Spain; during 
the reign's of l\laxinlilian, of the three Ferdi- 
nands, and Leopold, in Gernlany; during the 
leigns of llenry IV, and of the three Louises, \vho 
succeeded him, in France, the Jesuits ohtained 
their most distinguished settlclnents in those va- 
rious kingdoms. If ever a history of the de- 
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truction of lhe Jesuits be \\?ritten, it ,vill sho-,v, 
that, purposely to bring for,vanl the grand revolu- 
tion, from ,vhich Europe is no,,,? struggling to rc- 
cover, they ""rere expelled froIn an the situations, 
in ".hich European monarchs and prelates, the 
guardians of church and state, had placed them. 
This is the only revolution, in ,vhich Jesuits 
ought to be named. And here I advise you to 
meddle no ßlore \vith this matter. llfelius non 
tangere, clanzo. Inquiry, or even chance, may 
betray your real nalne. If this happen, I shan 
add with the poet, 


Flebis
 et insignis Iota cantaberi$ ul'be. 
HOR. Sat. i.. 1. 2. 


'lean time your antagonist is 
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SIR; 


I
 Jny la.,t, I engaged lllyself to say a 
\vord on 
our A/onila l;ecrela. l'Lis rancid 
libel, indeed, refutes itself. No Inan of cOln- 
Dlon sense \viII alIo,v even the possibility of a 
large body of lllen being governed, or of at- 
taining credit and po\ver by such absurd 
maxillls, under the inspection of so lllany po\\.er- 
fnl princes, ,vise ministers, and learned prelates. 
Certainl y these lords of church and state could 
not be so blind, during one hundred and fifty 
years, as to tolerate, to cherish a gang of thieves, 
and to intrust to thenl the public iustruction of the 
people, and the education of youth. Such a set 
of ßlaxinls ,,,"ould 110t have held to
ether a band 

 


of professed forgers or S\Villdlers, during a single 
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year. And the contriver of theul, you ten us, \\'as 
Laines, \vhcm you incautiously allo\v to have 
ùeen a rnan of superior avilities in. the science 
ufo governnzpnt. 1'he fuB y of inlputing such 
trash to Laincs Iuust appear cvident to all 
\vho kno\v, 'that he ,vas one of the luost dis- 
tinguished dh ines and preachers of his age; that 
be ,vas deputed, in three different pontificates, 
as pontifical theologian to the council of Trent; 
that his haranguc
 "'cre considered altnost as 
oracular by the fathers of that venerahle asselu- 
bly; that his manners ,vere as saintly as his 
learning ,,,as extensive, that be "'as speciaIJy 
selectcd ùy }Jius I\T to confute the Hug-onots 
in the conference at Poissy; that, on hi
 return 
fro1l1 that enl ùassy, llc refused the dignity of car- 
dinal, ,,'ith ,,,llich the pope offered to distinguish 
llis cnlinent ulcrit; Dud, that he ended his ca- 
reer ill 1565, sc,'en years after he had ùeen 
elected general of the young 
ocicty. :K 0\\", say, 
,,,hat tilnc cou1l1 a luan so hn
ied in theo- 
logical and lui..;.;;ionary ]ahonr.; in I ta1y and 
France, coul1uand to conduct conlnH
ITial 
pc,,: 
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culations in India, as you 111 your odious libel 
assert? 


Bnt alas, ,vh y should Laicus spare Laines, 
\"hen he has dared to blasphenle th..e great, the 
. 
}'eno\\'llcd Francis Xavier, a
 a nlon
ter of cru- 
elty, as an extortioner of Indian \vea]th? l\S if 
such 
enselcss insult, at the distance of t,,'o hun- 
dred and sixty years, could disparage the re- 
vered merit, or obliterate the tribute of adIllira- 
tion and praise, \\'hich nlankind ha,'e agreed to 
give hi[n, and ,,'hich sober protestant. have not 
refused: such are Baldeus and IIackluyt, cited 
in the \,"onderful life of tbat fanlous apostle, by 
Bouhours, translated into English by our Dry- 
clen.- See p. 766, 767. 


1'he rnaxÏIns of Xa,'ier and Laincs, consigned 
in )'our .J.llonita Secreta, \\'cre first brought to 
light, you tell us, at the close of the seventeenth 
century, abont one hundred and forty year.s after 
the decease of the snpposed author; and yet you 
have not a shado\v of proof to allege, that they 
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nlade aQY sensation ip the world; that any 
prince, prcJate, or Inagi",trate, that any tnan 
,,'hat('\ger gave creùit to theu). 'V ould you 
kno\v, Sir, the origin of your tlespicable _11onita P 
Kot in th(
 days of Laines, not at the close, but 
in the early years of the ,;cvcnteenth century, a 
Jesuit "'as di
lnisseù \\'ith ignoJuiny frolll the 
society in Polaud, an unCOllnnon Cll'CUln- 
stance but judged due to hi", nliscoudnct. The 
,yal1s of tIle city of Craco,v "'ere soon covered 
with sheets of revengeful insults; and, in 
the year 1616, this outcast of the society pub- 
1ished his fabricatc(l Secreta _
lo11ita, \Tith a 
vic\v to cover his ourn disgrace, or to gratify his 
rcyengc. ""'hether he attaiJled either of these 
objccts," says the elegant hi
torian, Curdara 
(a nalllC ,,'cll kno\\'u in the repuhlic of lettcr
)., 
"I cannot dcterluine; but certain it IS, 
110thing ,,'as e"cr 1110rC inept) r sin}, than 
this ,,'ork: Quo opere, ut nzodeste dica}JI, 
1t.ihil ineptius." - "
ide Cordal'a, IIist. Soc. Je
. 
page 29. Cordara \\'uuld hayc Il)adc an e
cep- 
tion in raYOn)' of Laicus, if he had Ii, ed to rClld 
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his Letters in the Tin1cs. The libel, ho".ever, 
though condeuulcd and prohibited at Ron1c by 
the Congregation of the Index on the loth 
of :\lay, 1616, ""as industriously propagated, 
Iuccting e,"ery \'" here its Inerited contenlpt. It 
,vas victoriously refuted by Gret
cr, ,,'ho died in 
162,), seventy-five years before the ".01'1. ,vas 
discov'cred, if the adllIÏrabJe Laicn
 is to be 
belicved. This refutation, \\'hich "as not ".anted, 
L,ay be read in Grctser
s ".orts.1 edit. of Ratis- 
bon, 163-1 *. 


* After SOI11e> search I have discove>reJ, that Jerom 
Zaro\\ icz, or Zarowich, was the n311le of the dischargell 
Polish Jesuit, ,,-ho forged and published the .ZJlonita Secreta 
in 1 Ô 16. Subse(luent editions, as might be e'Xpected, "pere 

welled with fresh matter. Henry a Sancto Ignatio, a Fle- 
mi
h Carmc1ite friar, and an avowed partisan ufthL JanscuÍsts 
Arnaud and Quesllf'l. truruppted forth the .J.1Iunita in his 
Tuba lJlaglla J a v io1ent invective against the J esuits J ,,,hich 
he printed at Strasburg in 1713, and again in 1717, just at 
the period when Quesnel wa,; condemned by the famous 
b'lH [.ni
r-I.itu!
. 
'Y"hllc the minister Pombal was pcr
('('utillg the J esu;ts in 
Portu?:tI, l\lmada, hi" a
t'nt at Rome', fll1eù that capital 
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Laicnsaffinns, that ancdition nfthe J/onifa,yar:; 
ùeùicated to sir I{oucrt "raIpole in 1722. Thongh 
cvery assertion of such a "
ritcr 111ay ùe douhted 
Jct, adlnitting the truth of this, \\'hich I cannot 
di
pro"'c, a probahlc 1.caSOn for it ITIft}, I think, be 
assigned. From the period of the acccssion of the 


nnò all Ita1y ,,-ith outrageous libels against the suflèring 
\'ictinls, compo
eò and distributed chiefly by a knot ot 
friars of diflèrent orders, who were in his pay, antI prii1teù 
at the press of Kicolas Pagliarilli. Some of the furmer 
,vere banished, and the latter was condemned to the galleys. 
I-lis punishment was remitted by the meek pontiff Cle- 
ment XIII, and the culprit escaped to Lisbon, where he 
,vas cmploycù. honoured, anti rewarùed by PO
l1La1. I 
have before me two of these libels, printed in l7liü, of 
which, one is an Italian translation of the Jlonita Sc.cl'e/n, 
prec
ded by a pref.lce of 137 pages, and followed by a long 
appendix. The pprformancc, like that of Laicu.:, is a wild. 
incoherc
t assemblage of ilnpo
tl1res anù in:,ults, all written, 
as the author acknowledges, c.:ou Zlno stile basso e undLOztt'
 
,because he professes to write for the lower classes of rcaJer
, 
per illuminare if minuto populo. In fact, his manner anJ 
language arc almost ai) low' antI groveling as those of tl1..lt 
enl1nent aùept in the stile basso c andante, Laicus of the 
Times. 
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I-Ionse of II anover, in 1714, a negotiation had 
hcen on foot for the repeal of the renal laws. 
It Iniscarried, principally fron1 the still subsisting 
attaclHuent to the House of Stuart, and pardy 
froln the enInity openJy professed against the Je- 
suit luissionarics by a 51nall nUlllber of catholics, 
pricsts and laynlen, ,,'ho in
isted, that they 
should be excepted froin the expected act of 
gr(lce. During the first years of George I, se- 
,.cral angry libels and invectivcs ,,""ere indus- 
trious1 y circulated, purposely to indispo
e tIle 
])ublic against thelll; and it is obseryable, that 
tl1e salnc jealousy and party rancour had influ- 
enced the negotiations instituted in favour of 
catholics in the reign of Charles II, and even 
during the usurpation of Cr0111,velJ. The edi- 
tion of Laicus's cherished libel, in 1722, if it he a 
.reality, ,vas probably published on the san1C prin... 
ciples; and this reflectIon will soon lead me to 
detect the ultimate vic\v of Laicus and l1Ïs asso- 
ciates in the present effusions of slander, ,vhich 
they are scattering abroad. This point Jnay 
be reserved for future exalnination. 
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I t is not J)o,
iLle to d we]l upon all the \"ilful 
falschoods uf the 5econd Letter, with the same 
extent \\-hich I have given to the fable of the 
..11011ita. 1"he po"\ver of the genera] of the 
Jesuits is niccly ascertained in the volumes of 
the Institute; and, indeed, a true account of it 
cannot be dra\vn froln any other sonTCC. Ko\v 
I assert, that every \vord ,,-ritten upon it in the 
In8titnte, stanòs directly in contradiction to 
)Tour description of it in your second Letter. It 
\vas said of an ancient 11ainter, .L'Tulla dies 
'illP 
liuca: I 
ay of your ,,"ild rant, J\"P"ul/a linea sillP 
l1lendacio. In the books of the Institute, the 
general's po\yer is balanced and checked ill ß 
f:tiIe, that has been admired by the deepest men 
in thp science of legislation, cardinal Richelieu 
and others; and all this has been repeateù) y 
5anctioned, confirlned, anù extolled Ly popes, 
,,'ho, according to yon, "ere. ut once goycrncd 
and oppo
cd, ru1ed and th,,"arted, ovcrs\ya}-red 
and disoheyed, and sOluetilnes luurdered by 
Jesuits. "That idiots these popes 1l1Ust ha, e 
hern! In \\ hut chapter of the I nstitutc did 
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Laicus discover the po\yer or the practice of 
adlnitting )nen of all religions into the society? 
Could Inen, of various religious per
uasions 
havc eyer coalesced into one regular systenl of 
}>ropagating exclusi ycly the ltolnan catholic 
religion, "yhich, as \veII as persecution of pro.. 
te5tants and their 01vn aggraudisclncnt, )10U 
aHo,,'" to have been at all tilues the main ol
ject 
of Jesuits? '",,'110 can belicyc, tllat protestant 
Jesuits \\TouId e\Ter h3.vC suluuitted to persecute 
protestants? 'Vho can ÎInagine unaniluity of 
n1ind, heart, and action an10ng tuen, \vho dis- 
agreed in the funtlalnental principle? In \vhat 
. 
histolian, or in \yLat tradition, ba'i Laicns found, 
that rope Innocent XIII ,vas lllurdered, or 
l.l1urdered by Jesuits? Strange, that the disco- 
very of such a crinle should have been reserved 
for Laicu
, ninety-one years after the death of 
that pontiff*! Who, Lefore Laiclls, ever \vrote, 


* Not having clsewhere Inet ,vith this monstrous calulnny. 
I incautiously ascribed the invention of it tù Laicus. But 
.in one of the Italian libels, n1entioned in the last note, the 

riter, having informed the minuto populo of Italy, that the 
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that the assaS
ln of IIenry II J of France ,vas 
instig'ated by J c
uits ? \V ait anot1
er nn In uer 
of the TI)IES, Laicus \\,ill lI11pro\'e: Le ,viII 
roundl y assnre us, that the nliscrable J acqnes 
Clement actually ,,'as a Jesuit. Ko Juan con- 
yersant in the history of France e'"er doubted 
of the civil 'V
lrs of the 
ixtecnth centurv 
}laving originated \\'ith the rehel1ious I-Ingo- 
nots; but no Juan before Laicus cver attri- 
lJuteù all the horrors of that di'5lual period 
to Jesuits. The. famous league opposed the 
succession of the Bourbons in the ])erson of 
. 


Jesuits are professed poisoners. gives the proof in these 
,,'ords: If Perhaps pope Innocent XIII was 
natched from 
us by Jesuitical barbarity. There ,,'ould be no doubt of it. 
if only the surgeon of that pope, who is still alive (in 17(0)
 
"QuId be pleased to declare" that the J esuit
 had infu"ed 
poi
on through the sore in the old pontin"s leg. Hut he is 

ilent, through dread of the J c5uib; vengeance." This i
 
caned illuminating tlle 71linl1to populo. Laicus catchc
 the 
ray, anù reflects it. \\ ith lustre improved, upon our lIlinut" 
populo, when he assun's them, th
t Innocent XIII ':...'GS 
\JNl\'I:R
AU.Y \:
DEn,)TOOD to hare bU71 murdered by tile Jesuit. 
Suçh is the progrf'ss of geni113. 
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Henry IV; and the whole guilt of their pro- 
ceedings against Ilenry l\r is exclusively ar;cribed 
to Jesuits. And yet this very monarch, '\yhOlll 
Laicus calls the greatest and best king W' /[rance, 
, 
was perhaps, of all nlen that e\"er ".ore a cro\vn, 
the \\''ill"IUest friend and })rotector of the Jesuits. 
Possibly I luay be \\Tong in this assertion; be- 
cause the glory of Henry IV, in this particular, 
is certainly rivalled, if not exceeded, by the 
illustrious favour and protection afforded to 
the persecuted J esuists by the latc enl- 
press Catharine of Russia, and hy the pre
ent 
. 
mdgnanimous emperor Alexander. IIenry IV 
condescended to refute in public the passionate 
imputations of the president Harlay against the 
Jesuits. IIis son, Louis XIII, and his grandson, 
the famous Louis XI\T, in}itated his example, in 
their esteeln of the society; and because tbis \vas 
undeniable, behold Laicus, by a bold effort of 
genius, has transforlned tbe reno\\"ned nlonarch, 
Louis XIV, into a Jesuit professed of four 
vows. Ho\v a Frenclullan must scout such 
ribaldry! But enollglJ of these extravagancies. 
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In reading them, I began to SU'ipcct, that 
Laicus's aÏlll luight he to ridicule the revilers 
of Jesuits, by ÎIuputing to the latter things 
evidently false, clearly inconsistent, absolutely 
inlpossible. Thus, I \vcll l'clneulber it, \vhen 
the absurd tale of the Jesuit king Nicolas of 
Paraguay alnused the Laicuses of the day, the 
\vriter of one of the IIollancl gazettes, in hi
 
description of that king's battle against the 
Spanish and Portuguese troops, endeavoured to 
turn the fable into ridicule by a
serting, that 
king Nicolas 11ad displayed much bravery, and 
]lad fought until three capuchins \\7cre shot 
TInder hilll in the action. But I apprehend, 
that Laicl1s and his prompters do not ra'"e 
mere] y for sport. Their real vie\,,"s \\ ill gradu- 
ally appear: they are not quite unkno\vn to 
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LE"r"fER III. 


. 


SIR; 


AT tbe close of your first Letter, you 
pron}jsc to refer, in your next, to the evidences 
for the 
tatelnents, \yhich you have Inade. I 
,vas curIOUS to ßce npon ,vhat historical evi- 
dence such a mass of forgeries could I'est. 
J n 1abouring throug11 your second Letter, I 
discoycrcd ßluch intrinsic evidence, that you 
are a still improving adept in tbe art of 
bold and unsupported assertion, but not a slJa- 
ÒO\v of proof, that your rants ""ere ever bc- 
lie\"ed hy any Inan before yourself. The only 
authority citcd in it is of oue Collado, \vho as- 
serted, that the conduct of the Jesuits ""as the 
occasion of the abolition of Christianity in Ja- 
pan; but "" hocyer bas read the hi
tory of 
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Christianity in those islands ,viII deny the 
position, upon grounds nlore ccrtdin thall 
those on \vhich it is advanced. The \vhole ot 
).our second Letter is no lllore than an uncon- 
nected congeries of the gros"est impostures. In 
IllY second I marked out a fe\v; I shall presently 
indicate some others; and I shall leave In}T read.. 
ers to deterll1Ïne, \vllether you have substantiated 
your fir5t calul.llnics, only by the production of 


ne,,- ont"s. 


I have searched your third Letter in quest 
of evidence, of proof, of historical support; 
and I find, that the t\\'"o most prominent 
names In it are I)rynne and De '"Thou. I 
may here remark, that it is highly illiberal 
and unjnst to uphold iInputations of guilt, 
even against the \\"o1'st of culprits, solely 
11 pon the asseverations of their declared ene- 
JHies; and, if these enemi
s stand other\\'ise 
convicted of nlaliciou
 calulnnies, this circunl- 
-stance alone luust go far to\vards the acquit- 
tal of the accused. Xow', it is ,,"cll kno"9n, 




ss 


LETTERS OF 


that Pr\"nnc and De Thou wrote in the nlost 
turbulent times, 3n1idst the distractions and 
rage of ci"il "Tars, occasioned in England and in 
France by restless sectaries; that they \verc both 
inflalued \vith party l
age, and never spared their - 
adversaries. If, then, their testilnony is to be 
adnlitted as irrefragable, in the present times, 
ill one point, why not in another? I
 \vithout 
n shado\\r of proof, ,ye must believe '\vith Prynne 
and yon, that the Irish Dlassacre and the British 
civil \vars ".ere to be imputcd to J esnits, and 
especially to Cuneus, the ))ope's nuncio, and car- 
dinal Barberini (\v ho, by the \vay, never \vcre J e- 
suits), we lllust also believe e\"ery thing \vritten 
hy that foul mouthcd la\\"'yer ,tgainst Charles I, 
against episcopacy, and against the fanlons arch- 
bishop Laud. But \ye kno\v, that the fello\v's ears 
'
ere t\vice bored and cropped in tbe pillory for 
. 
his defamatory libels, aud that his cheeks ,yere 
seared \vith the letters S. L. (seditious libeller.) 
I believe my readers ,viII agree, that the itign1a 
Dlight, \vith propriety, be transferred to the un- 
blushing front of the retailer of his fcllsehoods. 
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Before i speak of Dc Thou, I will mention only 
n fe\v of Jour in
ufferable fahrications, \, hich 
hardly Prynne himself would bave ventured to 
utter. 1." In matters both of faith and prac- 
tice, the men) bers of the society are bound to 
obey the society, and not the church *." In 
,,'hat J}art of their Institute is this canon found? 
It \vas unknO\\1n to the council of Trent, and to 
the several popes, \vhose confinnatiou and com 
nendation that Institute ohtained. 2." They 
have invariably opposed episcopacy, and they 
ha ve repeatedly attacked tbe decrees of general 
councils, especially that of Trent *." It should 
',cen), that, in a protestant country, attacks 
upon catholic councils \vould not be deelned 
very enormous sins. But, since they have been 
repeatedly COlllIllitted by Jesuits, it would 
have been easy for Laicus to convict thein, 
at ]cast, in one instance. \Vby l.as it been 
on1Ïtted? 3." The society has prisons, lß- 


* See Letter II. 


t Ihid. 
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-dependent of bccular authority, III ,,"hich re... 
fractory Inenlùers are put to death; a right 
'\vhich Laines obtained for them *." Quere, from 
,vhom did he obtain it ? From the pope? In 
,vhat buIlariuIIl then ll1ay the grant be found? 
Did Jesuits e\Ter attempt to use this right' 
Did secular sovereigns quietly acquiesce in such 
a glaring usurpation of their Inost undoubted 
right? Of ,,'hat avail could such a privilege 
bave becn t<? the Jesuits, ,,,ho al\\Tays had the 
po\ver to dislniss refractory meInbers from their 
society, as they dismissed Jeronl Zaro\vicz, 
Antonio de Donlinis, ahbé Raynal, and many 
others? !)oor Laicus cannot answer one of 
these questions. He has disclainlcd all preten- 
sion to novelty; be is satisfied \vith copying ma- 
Jignity; and, to the shame of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, he bas transcribed this impudent 
forgery from vol. ix of tnat \vork (page 510, art. 
Laines), ""here, \vithout a shado\v of proof or 
of probability, it is round1y stated, that" Laines, 


* See IAetter II. 
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general of the Jesuits, procured frotn })ope 
])aull'T the privilege of ha\'ing prison
 inùe- 
pendent of the secular authorit), in ,,-hi<<.:h 
they (the Jesuits) pnt to death refractory breth- 
ren." ..1. cc One peculiar object of the society 
is to direct and aid the operations of the Inqui- 
sition *." It i
 not ea
y to a
certain the pre- 
cise source of thi
 falsehood. })roLaLly it is not 
borro\ved frolll foreign libels, because, in all 
catholic countries, it \vas nniversally kno\vn, that 
Jesuits never had any concern in the adnliuistra- 
tion, or procee<.1ing
, of the Inquisition. 5." The 
Jesuits usurped the sovereignty of Paraguay, 
and held the I ndians in slavery t." This has 
been .l thousand tillIes said; and it has been as 
often demonstrated, to the satisfaction of lll)- 
partial hlquirers, that the Jesuits ""ere the 
steady friends and defenders of the liberty of the 
Indians, anù that the success of their ulissiollS 
in South l\nlcric? '....as a glorious triulllph of 


* See 14ettcr II 


t Ibid. 
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humanity and religion, hardly to be equalled in 
the history of the Christian churcll. 6." They 
formed t\ÇO conspiracies ag
inst king Josepb of 
Portugal, and his \vhole fanlily *." In spite of 
the prepotency of the cruel minister PombaJ, 
truth has prevailed, and the ,vorld rernains con- 
vinced, that not even one conspiracy ,vas eveI' 
formed against king J osepb of Portugal, either 
by Jesuits, or by any other persons. 7." The 
Jesuits beheaded eighty Frenchmen and bung 
five hundred friars for maintai
\ng the }ojgl1ts of 
Anthony king of Portugal, in the island of 
Tercera, ,,-here they llad conlpelled l1im to 
take J'cfuge, after having disposed of bis 
CrO\\'ll t." An this is a blundering confusion 
of the adventures of the bastard Portuguese 

rince Antonio, prior of Crato, and of the his- 
tory of king Alfonso, ,vho, a hundred years 
later, "1'
S deposed and confined in the island of 
Tercera. Whoever has. 
ooked into Portuguese 


* See Letter II 


t Ibid. 
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history may remenlber, tbatAntoniots pretensions 
to the cro\vn \verc settlcd, not by Jesuits, hut ùy 
the duke of Alva, at the head of a Spanish 
arnlY of twenty thous(lnd men. He may have 
reaù, that several persons ,vere executed in 
Tercera, for supporting Antouio's cause, by the 
cornmanders of a Spanish arnlanlcnt; but 110 
Iuan has read, that five hundred friars \vere put 
to deatb, or ever existed at one time, in tbe 
island of Tercera. ".rhatever the case Inay be, 
the Jesuits had no concern in ,vhat befel the 
pretender Antonio, or lâng Alfonso, or the 
poor friars of Tercera. 8." The Jesuits de- 
})osed the grand duke of :\luscovy \yith great 
bloodshed, for a creature of tllcir o\\'n *." 'Vhen 
(lid all this happen, and ,,
ho ,\yas the grand 
duke? Laicus \vill not easily ans"'er these 
que
tions. 9." i\ menloir of cardinal N oailles 
]eaves 110 doubt of Louis XIV ]HlYÎng taken 
tIle four VO\VS of the Jesuits t ." On this 


· See Letter II. 


t See Letter III. 
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point the policy of the Jesuits appear8 to 
ba\ye been defective. If they bad sent good 
father Louis XIV to a foreign Inission, for in- 
stance, to Canada or BraziJ, in execution of his 
fourth \,.O\V, ånd had be
to'Yed his cro\vn upon 
some other creature of their own, as they had 
transferred that of poor king .t\.nthony, probably 
they might have ruled Europe ,,"ith less trouble. 
Father Louis XIV ,vas not al\vays disposed tq 
be a submissive sultlect *, 


I luen tion t\VO facts lllore, because tlley are 
ne\v - not related by I)rynne, nor even by the 


* Voltaire, in his; I-listory of Louis XIV, had the as. 
8urance to 'write, that our king James II ,vas a Jesuit. 
Abbé l\IiHot, a pitiful imitator of Voltaire, ,vho had been 
dismissed frOlD the society of the Jesuits, obtained a seat in 
the French academy, and published Elemen
 de l' Histoire 
de France. In this meagre work, not to be outdone by 
his Dlaster, he has the impudence to advance, that 
St. Louis IX, king of France, \\ as a Dominican friar. All 
this passes for history with certain readers, who are not 
fj uitl. mnong the minllto populo. 


J 
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learned \\'ritcr of the historical articles in the 
)
ncyclopedia Britannica, ,vhose nord" In his 
article "Jesuits," you have so exactly copied 
into lour Letters. 10." Pope Urban 'TIll," 
you say, " transmitted a bull to the Jesuit,;' \'icc- 
provincial, Stillington, cOlllmanding all catho1ics 
. 
to be aiding in the civil \var, for \\'hich they 
5hould recei \'e indulgences, such as po\\ycr of 
releasing others from pnrgatory, and of eatillg 
fi
h at prohibited tiules, and if he s110uld be 
killed, of being placed in the l\Iartyrology 4:- 
rhe gross absurdity of this narration is e\yident 
without a comment t. The other is still 1110re 
I 


extraordinary. 11. .Y" ou invite us to consult 
-" the important memorial presented by Parsol1s 
tIle Jesuit, to king Jarrles If, for Lringing in 
'popery 
." This Parsons is a 111USt \\Ton- 


.* See Letter I II. 
t Urban VIII was electcd pope in 1625. I have before 
.nle an .luthentic list of all the superiors of the Jesuib in 
England from ) 623 downwards to 1773, in which no name 
like Stillington appears. 
:t See Letter III. 


..I 
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rlerful Jesuit. You have already sported hill1 
as the associate of Carnpion to assassinate 
queen ße
s in 1581, tbat is, one l1undred and 
four years before James II becalne king of 
England; and it is very certain, tbat he died 
and \\?as fairly buried at ROIne, in the 1I!onth of 
April, 1610; that is, t\venty-three years before 
king Jalnes II ,vas born. I omit many other 
Jesuitica] pranks, \vhich yon allege, relative to 
English bistory, because every reader nlay find 
the refntation of them, only by looking into 
Dr. 
Iilner's celebrated Letters to Dr. Sturges, 
where tIle lJrofligacy of Elizabeth and her 
ministers, and tbe futility of the assassination- 
plots, ,,-ith \vI ich they charged Jesuits and other 
priests, are evinced to denlonstration. It is now 
tilne to think of De Thou. 


This \\?riter's character is ,veIl dra\vn by the 
learned professor of Lovain, Dr. Paqnot: -1ïl1 - 
anus audax nin1Íunl; hostis Jesuitarunt ;
1 ') .ICll- 
bilis; Call11nniator GUlsiorunz; P' '.:Jtant:unJ 
. 
e..rscriptor, lalldator, anÛclls; sed;' apostolicæ ef 
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.-synodo Tridentinæ, totilJue 'rei catholicæ parU116 
qllllS. De Thou 'vas full y animated \\'ith the 
general and preyalcnt spirit of the parlidnlent 
of })aris, in ,\'hich he held the rank of president 
a l1zortier; and this spirit led tbeln at all times 
to advance their 0" n itnportance, by favouring 
every party that opposed either the church or 
tbe cro\vn. 'fheir constant ainl \vas to balance 
the po\ver of the lllonarch, and to depress the 

piritual authority of thc ho1y see and the 
bishops. During the acti,
c adUliuistratioIl of 
Louis XIV, they ""ere confined to their proper 
functions of civil and criUlinal jnstice; but in 
the tin1es, ,,,hich preceded and follon'ed that 
reign, they \vere leaguers, and fa'
ourers of the 
Hugonots, and ahettor
 of the l
ronde, and, 1astly, 
open protectors of tIle Jan:,eni
ts. De Thou 
never })nhlicly seceded frolll the catholic church; 
be ,,,,as satitõfied \vith insulting it. IIis abilities 
,rere great; the elegance of his stylc is engag- 
ing: hut, as he \\.rote solely to rayonr the II (1- 
gOIlOts, his narrations are COlllpilcd only upon. 
their Inemoir
, or they arc sports of hi., 0\\ n 


2 <.l 
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iU1agination. He professes to \vrite the history 
only of his onyn tilnes j and, consequently, his 
story rest
 upon his 0\\111 credit, u11supported by 
voucllers: his ipse dixit is the \\' hole proof. He is 
n.onderfull y fond of detailing conspiracies against 
princes, and, in these fabulous tales, he conl- 
pletely sacritices the dignity of the historian; he 
sinks into a ronlancer and a cOlnedian. He leads 
bis conspirator through cities and provinces, to 
gather associates; tlJe pope, or the king of 
Spain, or SOIne cardinal, directs the plot j he ha
 
at his finger-ends the close
t sccrets of the con- 

piracy j he recites letters, ,,,bich were never 
\vritten; and, Iuo
t conullollly, Jesuits, but SODle- 
times Dominicans, e\"en Capuchins, are his prin- 
cipal actors. These men gi vc antici pated abso- 
lution to the assas!tin; they })roI11ise bim the 
cro\vn and palm of martyrdoIn; they impart to 
birn the pope's benediction; and, to use your 
odious cant, they gi \:e hin) the sacrament upon 
it. A]l this is s\veet reading to bigoted sec- 
taries; and, \vith thein, the \vord of De Thou 
s paran1011nt to demonstrative proof. 
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I ha\ye sketched Dc Thou's character, because 
he stands forelHust aillon
 the IlJodern corrupters 
of hi
torr, too 
uccessfnlJy [0]]0\\ c(l by ,r oltairi', 
hy IInlne, hy l{obert
on, and a throng of servile 
jlHitat
rs in France anù in Eng-land, \"hase l1Ïs- 
'- 
. 


torical rOlnances have so 1l1uch contrihuted to 
renùer rcligion .odious, and to plunge mankind 
into sccpticisnl and infidelity. 


Haying alrcady nlcntionccl the \\Titer of the his- 
torical and biographical articles in the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, I here recollHucnd to Laicu'5 
to cultivate a more intilnate correspondence ,,'ith 
that accurate conlpiler, if he he still engaged in 
llistorical pursuits. They \viJI thus reciprocalJ y 
gatller iUJ})rOVClllcnt by COluulunication of their 
..e
pective òi
("o'.crics; they lrill IllutuaJ1y sup- 
j)ort each other, and ad\rancc the COffil110n cause 
in \\:hich they are engaged. IIo\\T strange it is, 
that the historian of the J
ncyclopedia, so ,ycll 
infonned uf \vhatcver concc..n
 Jesuits, should 
not ha,"c kno".n, that Louis XI' ,,-as a protès
ed 
luelnber of that order. bound b\' four solen1u 
. 
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,.ows; t'iz. of ,.oluntary po\'crty, perpetual chas- 
tity, and entire obedience to the general of the 
society in all thillgs, and like\\"ise to the pope 
,,'ith respect to foreign Inis
ions! Surely he 
,vould have enriched tbe En('yclopedi,,
 ,vith this 
pron1Ïnent fact, .\jU undouhtedly a
('ertained b) 
Laicu
 an\.l cardinal de N oaiJIcs. 110". strange 
again it is, that the penetrating Laicus should 
llave heen ignorant, that this ,'cry Louis XI'T, 
this professed Jesuit, so far forgot the hUlnility 
of his religious profes
ion, as to arrog
lte to 
llinlself tIlc \\.orsh ip and hOl1ours, \\ hich ..
] igioll 
approyriutes to the J)i\'iuity! And Jct this 
itnportant fact, \\'hieh had e
caped all the \\Titers 
of that royal Jesuit\' IiI"e, is consigned to })oste- 
rity for an historical truth, in the seycnth VOIUlllC 
of the Encyclopedia Lrih
nnjca, })agc 432, in 
the fo11o\\'Îng ".ords: "iIe (Louis XIV) ,vas so 
blinded ùy flattery, t}uJ he arrogated to hiulself 
th
 diL'ine hOJlours, paid to the 
 agan elJlperOrs 
0/' l
01Jle." The circulation of this fact by 
Laicu
, \\ onld at one stroke ha,ye crnshed the 
Jesuits, and \vould havt
 conciliated imluortal 



. CLERICUS. 


301 


bonour and credit to the TIl\:ES. "9'ho can 
contclnplate the historical lahours of these three 
'\
orthies, the historian of the Encyclopedia, the 
editor of the TIl\IES, and the incomparaLle 
Laicns, ,vithout thinking of the fate of their 
predecessor Prynne ? 


I t is remarkable, tbat ,,-bile tbe Jesuits ,,,,ere 
thus insulted Ly Prynnes and De Thous, and 
their nUlllerous disciples, they '\vere every\vhere 
befriended by princes and states, '\vho freighted 
thenl to foreign Inissions at the public expense, 
and \\'110 n1ultiplied their colleges and settlements 
throughout Europe, in ,,,hich they quietly 
assisted the clergy in the functions of religion, 
and successfully conducted those schools, \"hich 
onr famous Bacon so m ueh adn1ired: C0'11s11le 
schulas Jesuitaru111, is hi
 ".cll kno\\"n text; 
nihil eninl quod ill llS11JJl venit, !tis 1Jzclills.- 
De dign. et augul. Scient. 1. 6. lIe had already 

aid (I. 1) of the Jesuits, QuorzUJl, Clan In- 
tueor 'ÏndllstriulIl solertia1Jlqlle, tallt in doctrilla 
e:r:c(J[cndll, 'lUlll1Z in lIzoribus infor1Jzundis, illud 



302 


LETTERS OF 


occllrri ..lgesilai de Plzarlluba 
o: Talis CUln si
, 
utillanl noslor esse..ç." 


TIJC testirnony of J1acon o\"('rhalances teu 
thousand Encyclopedist", and all their servi1e 
transcribers. 1'0 co,-cr tbem "9ith confu
ion, I 
finish "ith citing t\yO of the n10st celebrated 
DaInes, that ha,.c ever gl aced any of the various 
sect
, kHon n hy the COffilHon appellation of pro- 
te
tal1t,-I Inean tbe great Grotins and Leibnit . 
c..; 
1'he 1atter maintained a con
tant correspondence 
"dth Jesuits, even with the n1Ïssioners in China. 
His letters, \\?})ich yet exist, prove that he was, 
nnd that he gloried in being, their friend; that 
be r
joiced in their Sl1ccesses, and ""as grie,,"ed 
by the}l. afflictions and sufferings. The Latin 
text, ".hich ] \vollld ".ish to transcribe frolll the 
learned Gratius, is rather long, and it ,,,"ould be 
enervated by translation. (
e Grotius Hist. 
1. iii, p. 273. edit. Alnstelod. an. 1658.) Here 
he enlpJoys the ner,"ous style of Tacitus, to 
describe the origin of the J csnit" the purity of 
their Dlorals, their zeal to propagate Christil\- 


. 
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nity, to instruct youth. the respect \\ hich tllèY 
}lad just1y acquired, their disint(1re
tedn(''i'', their 
prudence in cOllunanding, their fidt->]ity in ohey- 
iug, tbeir Inoderation in all their dealings, their 
progress and increase, &c. &c. ".J..l1ures iUl'lll: 
latos, bonns aries, llzugna in l
ZllgllJn flue/ort/as 
oú vitæ sallctinloniam. - Sopienter ;n;perlllzf, 
jÙleliter parent.-..\TovissiJJzi OJJUÛUln, ..<ieftas pri- 
oresfanz[l vicere, /ioe i))so cæteris iUL'isi.-Jledii 
fæd1l11
 inter vbseqlliu1Jt et tristenl arrogllutillJlI, 
ec fugilllll !zonÛnZlnt vitia, nee sequuntur, &c. 


Yon Inay hear once ßlore fronl 
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LETTER IV. 


.. 


Ecce iterum Crispinus, et e8111lihi sæpe 'l'ocllnáu
 
In pw.tes.. 


J uv. Sat. .f.. 


WIIAT! Laicus once Inore! And is he not 
then prostrate on the ground, gagged and 
muzzled bcyopd the possihility of barking ( 
His ignorance, his falsehoods,' his sophistry, 
bave been suffil.:ientl y branded; yet, spider-like, 


Destroy his slander an'] his fibs - in vain, 
Tht: creature's at its dirty work again. 
POPE. 


Undoubtedly he never deserved, and nevep 
\vould ha,.e l"eceived even a first ans\ver, if it 
bad not been apparent, that his venal J,en was 
guided and paid by jni
chicf-lnakers of deeper 
vie,,"s: and hence arises tbe necessity of noticing 
tbi,s fou{th efiusiol1, to disable the rctai1crs of 
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hi
 f
llschuod
 froill vainly lJoastiug, that slan- 
der unallS\\ crcd i
 {lckno1\'ledgcd truth. I \vrite 
not to Laicus, hut to his prOIupters, and to hili 
readers, if there he any left. 



l
hey rnay obscr\Te, that the imputations in 
this fuurth Letter are tn.o- king-killing conti- 
nuall y practised, and Ï1nnlon:\l doctrine" conti- 
l)ually taught by J csnits: and to this is added 
-41 
hort snmn1ary of authorities, hy ,,-hich all 
this trash is upheld. It ,vould be an easy, 
hut no\v uninteresting task, to disprove these 

c\.cral ilnputations; and thi;:; has long SInce 
heen yictoriously (lone. It J11ay 
utfice to 


no\\., that they ,yere all advanced hy party 
1lleu) Inaddcncd by ci\.il and religious rage: 
they are registered only in the luurky pages 
of antiquated libels, and they are here repro- 
t1uccd for the dishollcst purpose of black- 
cuing virtue, ,,,hich trilunphcù over thcru, ",hen 
they \\"ere frc
b. l}an1phlcts of Hugonots, 
libels of loose catholics, dec]amations of I'ival 
teachers, \vho apprehended their o\\"n bUlnilia- 
tion in the succc
::; of the Jesuits, l)laidoyer$
 


2 R 
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Requisiloires, and harangues of J}asfjuiers and 
Ilarlays, s\Vorn cnenlies of the society, 
lrrtts 
of their courts of parlianlcnt, ever intent to 
curtail the spiritual authority of the church, and 
to abridge the po\ver of tbe reigning monarch, in 
order to advanc
 their o\vn. Such are the filen, 
such the passions, \vhich in\rented accusations of 
regicide aga
nst the Jesuits in France during the 
borrid confusion of the IIl1gonotic ,,'ars. At tbe 
return of public tranquilJity, tbey aU sunk into 
obli,'ion during the period of one hundred and 
fifty }"ears, until J ansenisnl clnd Deism rene\ved 
hen1, in 1760, and the ensuing years, as a PO\v- 
erful engine to accolnplish the utter destruction 
of their kno,vn and conlnlun encI11ies. It is need- 
less to disprove each impnted fact: I \yill only J 
for a c;amp1c, refute the first, ,vhich stands in 
Laicus's foul cLl](
ndar. It is the assertion, that 
tIle Jesuit Vara( e ,yas irnplicated in the guilt 
of the assassins of IIenry I\T, Barriere and 
Chatel. Now''''' arade ".as defended and cleared 
by an advocate, to \VhOIll no reply..could be 
Jllade: this \vas lIenry IV bÏ1nselt
 \V 110, in his 
famous ans,ver to tlle parlialuentary president 
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Ilarlay, vindicated the honour and the inno- 
cence of tl1"t Jesuit and of all bis associates, in 
a stt'ain 
f eloqnence, \vllich II,lrlay and his 
coadjutors felt to he irresistible. rrhc royal 
orator concluded Lis victorious defence of his 
friends, by ad \'ising all his hearers to forget the 
past exccs
cs of ci Til discord, aud not to ex- 
asperate sllIothered passions, by mutual re- 
proaches, into ne\v crirllCS. The eUJployers of 
Laicus \vou1d do \vell to foIlo\v this advice. 


1'hough IIenry 1\' was not the IllodcI of a 
perfect king, I have always thought his conduct 
to\vards the Jesuits a strong proof, that his 
return to the religion of bis forefatber
 \vas sin- 
cere. 1'he pHrliamcnt, which had o})posed him, 
"']Iile lIe headed the Illlgonot party, opposed 
hilll no\v frolll the 1110tÍ\"cs above alleged, and 
deternlincd to deprive hilll of the ser,'ices of the 
.Jesuits, 011 ",horn they kne\v that he greatly 
depended, fot. the re-cstablishmcnt of the COlt holic 
religion. 1'hey drove the Jesuits froln }1'rance 
\vith c\'cry lllark of ignolnillY, betòre llenry 
"'a
 strong enough to 
upport thcIn. \" hen 
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his po\vcr \vas consolid'lted, hc restored then} to 
their countI y, and he (hose one of thClll for his 
})reacber, confessor, and bosoJn friend. 1'his 
,vas the celebrated father Cottun, ,,,holn Laicus 
iU1I)udentI}' DallIes in his list of Jesuit regicides. 
Iu such rage of faction, it is no \\yonder that the 
parliarucnt erected a pillar to the infaJlIY of the 
rcrsecnted Jesuits. It \vas not quite so tall as 
tl1e _Britisl1 D1onnmcnt, \vhich still attests to the 
bcavens, in the \\9ords of the ]ord mayor, }>ati9' 
cncc "'.,. ard, that the city of Lonùon ,vas burnt 
lJY tIle nlalice of the catholics, in 1666. The 
t1:fterenc2 is, that in cLllrner tilnes the Gallic 
C01.1:11IJ, \\-ith till the e;l]nn1nies of IIarlay, 1\ y as 
crastd, but !):tt1ence 'Vard, \\9110 IJad been pnt 
into the pillory for I)t
ljnry, btill lies Ul1contra- 
dieted * a' To the article of regicides I a.dd, thaL 


'* Pope, inrlced, h
lS contradicted the calumny in hi
 
energetic verse, 
JVlzere London's column, pointing at tlte skies, 
Like a tall bully, I
rts tIle lLead, and Zits. 
In spite of which, the column i
 still allowed to dis3rac.. 
the first city in the 'world, though it tútteri, and daily nods 
destruction aroulul it.-Ed. 
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-tbe attclupt on the life of Louis X'T, in 1757, 
,,-as not inlpntt:d to Jc
uit
, either hy parlia- 
J1)cuts, or by Janseni
ts. 1"he ('alulnny in the. 
fourth Letter is" I iUlagiue, the undi
pntcd pro- 
perty of Laicus or his prOIJlptcrs *. 


-t:- It lUuc;t be acknowlcdged, that this calumny has been 
too hastily plac
J to the creJit of Laicus. lIe has not thf 
honou:- of the invention. Call1ll
n V it certain] V i
. 'Yho. 
01 oj 


ever knows the angry temper of the parliament of Paris, in 
1757. when their opposition to the king, anù their fury 
against the archbishop De Bèaumont anù the Jesuits, were 
\\-ound up to an uncommou height, must allow, that they 
\,"ouIJ have been dclighted with the detection of the slightC'st 
symptom, the I110St distant presumption of guilt, in any 
Jesuit. The wretched culprit Damicn
 ,vas f,equentlr in. 
tcrrogatcò with thi:; view. lIe constantly dcnicl1 that he 
]tad any accomplice, but owned, that Iw had conceived the 
idea of his crime, from frequently hearing the table talk of 
luembers of the parlianlent, on ",honl he waited; his degign 
being, as he pretenùed, Guly to make the king Inorr atten- 
tive to the voice aud complaints of the people. Kot\\ ith. 
stanùillg the certainty of this, one of the above mentioned 
Italian libels, written per il 71ll1lllto populo, infcJrll1s th'>IJl 
roundly, that the Jesuits were accomplices of namicl1:>>, 
and that two J esuits \\
erc JJ1;rutcl!J hanged for it in the 
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On the second bead of accusation-irnmora1 
coctr:ne-I \\'ish to be short. The purity of tbe 
Je
nit
" doctrine and IHora]s \\?as so]enluly attest- 
ed hy the nlost qualified judges, a special assem- 

Iy of fifty carùinals, archbishops, aud bishops, 0 
the Gallic church, èOli\"Cncd by Louis XV; and 
their rcport ,vas confirn1cd by n)any other pre- 
]atcs, ,yho \vcrc nut òepu+ed to that assembly. 
A stronhcr proof of their innocence ,vas the 
absolute inability of their enemies to COD,?ict a. 
single Jesuit of four thousand, ,vho ,vere spread 
tllTough }1"rance, of any ilnIl10ral principle, doc. 
trine, or ])ractice. The ])arJiament still pur- 
5ned their beaten track. It fallt denigrpr les 
Jesllitcs ,,"as their nlHxirn. Envy, with Iler 
hundred jaundiced eyes, ".as every ,,
hel'e on 
tbe \vatch to discoyer - a flau. 1\lalice, ,vith 
her hundred en,?enonled tongues, stood ready to 
echo it tl1fough the glohe. Fruitless industry! 


Ða
lillt. But why was not Laicus cyually trusted with the 
sect C'ts of that state prison? Possib) y he has learn
d this 
lesson frOlu his oracle Couùrette. lIe cannot bowe,'{>. 
,lory in the ill\"ent ion. 
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1"hc poor 11arlialnent \vas reòuced to spare the 
living Jesuit
, not froIll any regard for truth, but 
IJccause t11ey knc,,", that their call1Innics '''"0 u Itl 
not be believed. They therefore iUIPcached tIt". 
doctrine anù n10rals of all deceaseù Jesuits, ,,,110 
1lad existed during t".o bundred years, and 
they intru
ted the dclicions ta
k of blaekenin b 
the dead to the ilnpnrc pens of.. Jansenists, 
headed principall y by Dorn. Clelnencet. Front 
this Inan's foul laboratory proceeded the Er- 
traits des .dsserfiul/s, a Inonstrous conlpilation 
-of forged and falsi fled texts, purporting to con. 
tain the uniform doctrine, taught in\"ariably at 
all titHes by the u-hole society of Jesus, and to 

xhibit a fair picture of their 1nora1s. 'fhe IHlr- 
liament sanctioned, and addressed this aùon1Ïna- 
ble hook to every bi
hop, and to every college in 
France. E,.cry bishop in France felt hill1sclf and 
religion insulted by it; and altnost cycry hishop 
condemned åud forbade it to be kept or read. 
'1'he celebrated archbishop of }->ari..:, De Bean- 
Jllont, in particutu', del110nstrated the torgeries 
,,'\ud artful falsifications, \\ hich it {"ontainrd, and 
i \\'as moreover solidly refuted by Lflllepollse allx 
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Assertions. 1'his ]abourcd piece of J ansenistical 
ll1alice scerns to be l1nkno"
n to Laicus and his as- 
sociates, though he has copicd and cited seyeral 
of the vile libels, \\.hich \vere industriously cir- 
culated, to convey the indecent inlpurities of the 
book Des .....'iertiol1S to e\"cry corner of France. 
In thi
 point the 
IH:
neless Laicus has fdithfnlly 
imitated his models, or rather he has Cl nfin(J 
llimself to onC', "hol11 he calls Coudrette; and, 
\vitlI his usual effrontery, llc turns this obscure 
Dlan into a repentant Jesuit, ackno\\'ledging and 
expiating his crilnes by an unrescf,.cd confession 
of their foulness. I Ii
 luagic pen has already 
changed into Jesuits three such perfect di.\pa- 
'rates, as Louis Xl \T, the 111Íserable J acque5 
Clement, and the ,veak English archpriest 
Black\vell. It has, upon motives equally invi- 
dious, transforillcd to Jesuits t\VO churchmen of 
the first rate nlcrit, the cardinals Allen and Barbe- 
rini, hceansc these t\VO pI elates \"{'cre, at diflèrent 
perjod
, concerned in the re1igious affairs of 
England, and ,,"ere thereby obnoxious to th
 
then p.revailing 
ccts, though neither of them 
bad any other connexion ,yith Jesuits, than tbe 
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intercour
c of fricnd
hip and esteem. But Cou- 
drettc a Jesuit! IIow can this be credited? 
N c\v })ersonages in conledies are introduced to 
excite ne\\T interest; and ,vas Coudrette ever 
Lcfore naJned in this island? Indeed his name; 
is so yery obscnre, that it is difficult to find, 
even a Frenclllnan, ,vho ever heard it. I t has 
hO\VC\Ter obtained a sinall niche in tw'o Frencl1 
llistorical dictionarie
, the fir
t of \\'Lich, par 
wne societé des gens-de-lettres, though friendly 
to the J ansenists, styles Condrette un ellnenlÌ 
acllarné des Jesu;b;. The otber, hy the \\yell 
known abbé Feller, a man of very general infor- 
mation, asserts, that Coudrette had been from 
his youth, de ires bonne lieure, a ,'iolellt partisan 
of Jansenism, closely connected \\9ith the abL6 
Boursier, one of the heroes of the sect. In 
1735 and] 738, (turing the n1inistrr of cardinal 
de Fleury
 he \vas confined by a [eitre de cachet 
first at \Tincennes, then in the Bastille, for his 
intrigues, cabals, and libels against the church; 
'lud of course he \vas canonized as a saint in the 

'T(Jut'ellt:-6 Eccleiiast iqups, tbe \\'ell kno\vn J an- 
2 
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senis tical gazette. "Then tbe parliaments de- 
nounced open ,var against the Jesuits, he can1e 
for\vard a \"oIunteer in the Càuse, and printed 
his Histoire general des Jesllites in the course 
of 1761: but COl1drette and. his history \vere 
- 
})erfectly forgotten in Frauce before 1762. Ho\v 
could a copy of it have escaped into England? 
It has found its proper repository on the shelves 
of Laicus, or his employer 
. 


I have done ,vith Laicus aud his authorities. 
He proll1ises a cOllllllentary upon his O\Vß per 
fOfmance. It has not, I believe, yet appeared, 


* It may be suspected, that Couùrctte is really the wri.. 
tel', to wbom, suppressing his name, Robertson so often re- 
fers his readers, in his account of Jesuits, in the Life of 
Charles V. Perhaps he ,vas ashamed to name such an au- 
thor. But he had alreac.ly forfeited his tit1e to historical 
impartiality, by acknowledging, tbat his unfa\ourable ac- 
ount of the Jesuits is derived from the Comptes Rendul and 
Requisitoi1'es of I4a Chalotais J attorney general of the parlia.. 
ment of Bretagne, ,vho, not less than Coudrette" was truly 
tin ennemi acharné ie, Jc
uile$. 
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even in the Tilnes. 
Ijne snail be yery 
6hort. 


Though I ba\"e proved Laicus and his asso- 
ciates tú lJe unprincipled ilnpostors, I have said 
nothing of them and their assertions, but "'hat 
every man of virtue and illfornlation knows to be 
true. E\'ery })rince, every observer kno"9s, that 
the overthro\v of the society of Jesus ,vas the first 
link in the concatenation of causes, \vhieh pro- 
duced the latc horrible successes of rebellion and 
infidelity. They all kno\v, that the Jesuits, ",hen 
their body \vas intire, ,vere alnong the Inost ac- 
tive supporters of religion, learning, good order, 
and subo)'(Enation to established po\\"ers, though, 
perhaps, }Jfofessing religions creeds different 
frolIl their o,vn. Ahov'c all, they kno\v, that 
Jesuits ,vere every ,,'here staunch and steady 
friellds of l1lo11arcl1y. "Tho then \vill wonder, 
that the reno"
ncd Catherine of llussia protected 
them in their greatest distress, unhendingly 
JIlaintainillg the full integrity of their institute, 
e\gen in the smallest points? "Tho \vill be sur, 
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prised, that the Ileroic Alexander continue
 to 
distinguish then1 bv fresh favours? Who ,viII 

 01 
ca\,il at Pins 'Tll, in this ne\v da\vn of public 
tranquillity, for his cndeavours to recovcr their 

er\"ices ? ""'ho \viII blaule other princes for 
- 
imitating bis exaluple? Possibly the good 
)JOl1tiff may conceive hinlself morc bound than 
other princes, to make some compensation to 
the fc\v remaining Jesuits, because be ,vas a 
,vitness of the aggra\rated cruelties inflicted 
upon thelll and their superiors, at tbe time of 
tIle suppression by his pTedecc
sor Clement XIV. 
But the ßloti\"es and the conduct of these prince
 
present ßlatter too ample to be treated at pre- 
sent by 
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Sen:etur ad imtlm 
f1ualis ab 'lncepto proce
's
rit, 
t sibi cons/et. 
HORACE: 


SIR; 


I l\IIGHT spare Tnyself the trouble of 
ans,vering your fifth, concluding Letter, because 
I believe it ,vi]l be read by few, and credited by 
none. You seem afraid of being caned an 
alarmist. Good Sir, be easy. No man of com- 
mon information, or of common sense, \vill 
catch the alaru1 of danger from your pretended 
conclusions. Your jlnpotent cries of danger to 
church and state are like the cries of 
t n1adnJan, 
\vho should scream out "l
ire, Fire," in the 
midst of a deluge *. Thus, even if yonr prc.. 


* Ie They," said Dr. J ohn
onJ It who would cry out Popery 
in the present day, would ha,-e cried Fire in the time of th
 
,lelu.e." 
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tcnded cone] Hsions descended in a right order of 
logic frolll your preuliscs, the slightest vie\v of 
the present state of things ,,,ould convince every 
thinking Iuan of the illUti1ity of taking precau- 
tions, ,,,,here no danger can possiLly exist. But 
"'hat lllust cyery tbinking n1all conclude, ,,,hen 
he kuo,,,"s, th "\1 your ntÏseraule inferences de- 
scend from a InaSS of forgeries, calun1nies, in1.. 
putations equally groundless and malicious; 
",lIen he traces theln up to a string of gratuitous 
suppositions, ,vantonly assumed and totally de... 
yoid of proof? If he has looked into my four 
Letters, he lIas recoiled \vith disgust from tbat 
sink of ribaldry, inconsistency, contradiction, 
and falsehood, ,,"hich provoked thell1; and lIe 
lIas said, that though Clcricus has s\vept an"ay 
only a })art of the dirt, ,,,hich you have collected, 
he has sufficient1y sho\\'cd, that the rest, ,vhich 
Jle has left untouched, is equal1y odious and 
noisome. I n fact, upon a slight re,Tie\\T of your 
audacious crinlinations, I cannot discover even 
one, ,,,hich is supported hy truth; no, not one, 
,,-hich l ,,,auld not úndertake to brand ,vith the 
stiguHl of fal
ehood. 



.. 
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And \"hat then can engage Ine to 11lcùdlc \\'ith 
)9our final observations and inferences? f
er- 
tainly not the apprehension, that Inen of sense 
and kno\\' ledge ,viII ever acquiesce in thelU i 
bl1 t because they are all intended to feed SOUle 
of the \vorst passions, that canker the Inunan 
heart, to gratify disappointed anger, fretful 
jealousy, and revengeful 
pite. That thc
e 
sour pa:s:sions are apt to rankle in narro\v hearts 
is not a noye)ty. ] have caught them, in late 
year
, venting thelnse!\7es against your enernies 
the Jesuits, through ne\Yspapers and other 
prints, in tales nearly a
 absurd and fictitious, 
d
 \vas tbe alarming story in the reign of 
Charles II, of thirty thousand piJgrilns and Jay 
broth
rs, embodied at St. .Lindero, readv to in- 
J 
vade old England under the conduct of th
 
general of the Jesuits. No\v your Jl1onstrous 
stories coming npon the back of these fables, 
must lead every Dlan of sense to conclude, that 
not the consideratiou of public security, but the 
accolliplishmcnt of sonle private vie\v Inust have 
prom})ted this \vantonnc
s of slander. But 
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upposing for an instant, that all and each of 
your randoln accusations of ancient Jesuits \vere 
as true, as all and each are undeniably false; 
allo\\'ing that your colulnns in the TilDes could 
arrest a reader, nn'lcqnainted \vith continental 
history, in a 
tatc of hesitation and doubt; yet 
he ll1ust at least say: "These bad men, like the 
ancient giants, have been cxterluinated, they 
have ]ong since disappeared, \\re have snrvi\'ed 
their crilninal practices, \\-hy i
 the alarIn be]] 
f'ounded in the preset tinle
 ?" -" But," cries La- 
icns, "there once ,vas a body of English Jesuits, 
and, during the ,,,hole ternl of their existence, 
'our fathers sp
nt restle

 nights and uneasy 
days. Dr. Sherlocke, Jiving under dread of 
popery and arbitrary po\ver, could enjoy no 
repose, \vhen every morning threatened to 
usher in the last da\vn of England's liberty: 
I trust this quotation \yill not be ,\?ithout 
its use t:." " Yes, these Engli:,h Jesuits laid 
"pon us 'a yoke, which lvas too lLeavy lor 


* See Lettt r \T. 
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our fat/leI's to Lear,' and the pope is again 
trying to fasten it upon our shoulders." &c.. 


I a11o,," it, Sir; there formerly exist
d a body 
of English Jesuits. It ,vas violently crushed 
and annihilated Inore than forty }ears ago. I 
look in vain for tIle yoke, u'hich they ilnposed 
upon our fathers: I have read something of the 
yoke, ,vbic]) they themselves bore. It is de- 
scribed in letters of blood, in the penal statutes 
of Elizabeth and the first Jaules. During a full 
century, half the gibbets of England ,vitnessed 
the unrelenting severity of persecution, which 
tbese injured men quietly and tneeklyendured. 
They ,vere a hody of catholic pricsts, always 
esteenled and cherished by English catholics; 
and, at every period of their existence, they 
counted in thcir society 111any menlbers of the 
hest and most ancient falnilies anlong the British 
gentry. 'fhey risked their Ji "cs by treading on 
thcir nati,,"e soil. They devoted themsel vcs to 


.. 
ee Letter Y. 


2 T 
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adnlillistcr the comforts of religion in secret to 
their suffering brethren; and they then slunh. 
back to their hiding holes in the bollows of \valls 
and roofs of houses. They never possessed a sin- 
gle house, schoo], or chapel, in \vhich tbey could 
rccoßlmcnd themselves to their conntrYlnen, by 
tbe })caceab]e functions of their profession: they 
,,"ere never otber\\.ise kno\vll to tbe British 


. 
})ublic than ,,,hen, surprised by priest-catcl1ers, 
they were dragged to jail, and frolD jail to the 
gal1o\vs. rrhus 1i,-ed the Jesuits, in this their 
free country, from tIle. t\,"cnty-second year of 
E1izabeth to the thi
.tieth of Charles II. This 
is all the progress that they made, in a full cen- 
tury, to,vards their ou'n agg1"alldiz.ement, \vhicl), 
says Laicus, "is the main object of all their 
labours * ." 


"Then tbe scene of blood ,vas finally closed, 
in 1680, by the execution of eight innocent 
J e
uits in one year, not to mention a dozen 


* See Lettel' v. 
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others, \"ho died in jaiJ, Inany of thCIII under 
sentence of death, the Je
nits still rCluaillcd an 
inoHènsi,'e body of catholic Juissiollary }))'iests. 
Their o
ject ,vas to assi
t their catholic brethren; 
and, baving obtained ðOlllC foundations frolll 
the liberality of foreign potentates, they applied 
thenlselves to gi\'e to the expatriated youth of 
their o\\"n country the education, \vhieh the par- 
tiality of the la \VS denied thClll at hOllIe. In 
these pacific occupations they persevered, \vith- 
out experiencing any jealousy on the part of 
governlllent, even during the tn 0 reheJIions of 
1715 and 1745; because, since the accession of 
the IIollse of Bruns\vick, it has been a principle 
,vith our Inonarchs never to persecnte any HUlIl for 
conscience, never to harass inoffensiv'c sul
ects. 


At the present day, that royal principle, ,,'ith 
all its consequences, and they extend far, if) 
,,'idel y diffn')ecl throughout tlH
 eIHpire.' I
\'ery 
Ulan in it ackno".letlges the iIB po
sibilil y of 
con,'crting the Inilliol1s of his lll(
jesty\ catholic 
sn}
cct
 to dny other assignable Juadc of faith; 
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and every thinking man ß1ust feel the in1))Ortance 
and) at the present day, the necessity, of attach.. 
ing these nlillions to the COßlll10n cause of the 
empire, and to the cordia] support of one COlli- 
1110U gov
rnment. SO
1I1d ))olicy \vill ahvays 
forbear to sour and to fret subjects, by jealous 
su
picions and invidious distinctions. J t \vill 
al\va)'s incline ,rise rulers of states to provide, 
for their su1
jects, Iuinisters of religion, ,yho are 
firmly attached to their govcrnlllent, and ,vila 
may feel that they have nothing to fear frolll it, 
",bile tbey do not Iu'ovoke its s\\"ord. Such \vas 
the conduct of continental govcrnluents in past 
tinles; and they evcry\\rhere judged it prudent 
to intrust, in a great measure, tbe national edu- 
cation of heir youth to tIle active order of 
Jesuits, \",ho, at the saIne tilDe, ,,,,ere preachers, 
and catechists, and confessors, and visitors of 
hospitals and l)risons; and \vho aI\\rays bad in 
reserve a surplus of apostles, armed ,vith a cross 
and a breviary, ready to fly to every point of 
the heavens, to the extreulitie., of the globe, to 
create in the \vilds of America and .t\sia ne,v 
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mpires for the God of the Gospe], nc\v nation
 
of suhjects for I
rance, Portugal, and Spain. 
The political seryices rendered h} Jesuits to those 
crO\\Yl1S have often been ackno\
lerJged ; yet, (lIas! 
11o\v have they been requited? When the ve- 
nerable Ini5sioners of the society of Jesuits \vere 
dragooned out of I
ortuguese and Spanish AUle- 
rica, the loss of millions of Indian
, whom 
they had ci\
ilized, nay, the loss of the territorial 
])ossessiou "9as loudly predicted to those ßlis- 
guided courts. The first part of the prediction has 
long ðince been fulfilled. All the po\ver of France, 
Spain, and }>ortugal, could not replace the old 
tried Iuissioners of Canada, California, Cinaloa, 
l\lexico, l\Iaragnon, Peru, Chili, and Paraguay. 
The Jesuits were destroyed; the civilized nd- 
tives, deprived of their })rotcctors, disbanded, 
and relapsed into barharisln. 


Equally inlpotent aud unavailing" as all the 
mighty po\vcr of France, Spain, IJ ur tl1gal, and 
Austria to fill the voiò, left hy the discarded 
Jesuits, ill the fluict Ininistry of schools at houle. 



n,,
 
v_u 


LETTERS 01 


Ca
t a retro
pect on the former state of Europe. 
'I'here ""ere, in all considerable to".ns, college! 
of Jesuits, now, alas 
 struck to ruins, in \\.}jich 
gratuitous education \vas gi\.en. They 'vere 
temples, in ".hich the language of religion 
ballo"yed tht: language of the .1\1 uses. 1'1hey 
,rere sen1Ïnarie
 \vhere future senators, Ina- 
gistrates and officers, prelates, priests, and 
cenohites, &c., received tl}eir first, that ig, 
the IßOst important part of education. Not 
even an attempt 'vas Inade to supply the room 
of the ejected instructors, excepting, perhaps, 
for forln sake, in a fe\v great cities; and here 
\\.hat a ,vornl substitution! The Jesuits of Cler- 
ß10nt college, in Paris, had, for t\VO hundred 
years, quietly instructed and trained the flo\ver 
of the French nobility, to religion, patriotism, 
and letters. Within a fe,v years after the ex- 
pul
ion of the old masters, Clermont college 
VOlllited forth, from its precincts into France, 
Rohespierre, and CalJ)llle des l\Ioulins, and 
'"ra1Jien, and Noel, and Freron, Hnd Chenier 
òcs Bois, and Porion, and De Pin, and other 
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!
ngninary demagogues uf that execrable 
period; nalnes of IJ10nsters, no\v consigned 
to everlasting infalny. The gaIne ,vas, in- 
deed, by this tillIC, carried rather farther 
than the Ponlbals, the Choisculs, the Arandas, 
and others, ,vho had })lanned the ruin of the 
Jesuits, had either designed or foreseen; but 
the n10und \\'(\8 thro\vn do\vn,' and ho\v could 
the torrent be \vithstood ? 


"That thinking D1an shall no\v \vonder, that 
the nluch tried pontiff, Pius VII, having, during 
his captivity, seriously pondered the connexion 
of (:auses and effects, should \vish to retrieve the! 
ancient order of things, should even hasten to 
Eecond the \vishes and requests of his felIo". 
sufferers - I mean tbe survÌ\.jng princes and 
prelates, ,vho so sorely rue the nlistakés of thcir 
immediate predecessors? It is yery renl:lrkah1e, 
that the false policy of these lattcr \vas first 
discerned and publicly disapproved by t\\90 
acute sovereigns, \\'ho ".ere not of the Roman 
comn1union, the maguanJnlOnS Catherine of 
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Russia, and tl1e far famed Frederic III, of 
Prussia. These soyereigns \vere not ignorant of 
the various artifices, ,vhich had distorted the 
good sense of the catholic princes. They kne\v 
10\,.. to elude and disappoint them, \"hen they 
,vere practised uJ}on then1seh
es. The empress 
Catherine c
recial1y, in despite of Ronle, ,r er- 
sailJes, Lisbon, and Madrid, maintained, \vith 
a resolute and strong hand, the several houses of. 
Jesuits, ,vhich slle found in her ne\'" Polish do- 
nlinions; s11e \vould not snfter c,"en the smalIest 
alteration to be tnade, in any of tbeir statutes 
or practices. Her t\VO successors have settled 
them in their ca))ital, and in other parts of their 
empire; and at this day, the glorious Alexander, 
far fronl Inistrnsting those fathers, openly che- 
rishes and favours them, at once as blameless 
Ininisters of the catholic religion, and as trusty 
servants of government, earnestly labouring to 
endear the ne\\'" sceptre of the czars to the ca- 
tholic Poles, lately united to their en1pire:lf:. 


* The pre5ervation of the society of Jesus in the 
Russjan empÏ1e, in spite of innumerable solicitations ø 



CLERICUS. 


329 


1\105t undoul)tedly, next to tbe purity of re- 
]igion, the best and dearest interest of the Jesuits 
al\vays ,\"as, and al\vays n1ust be, puùlic tran.. 
quillity, order, and subordination of ranks. Iu 
tumults and confusion, they mnst unavoidably 
be sacrificed. To favour the daring projects of 
civil and religious innovators, their body ,vas 
devoted to destruction; and the extinction of it 
was presently fonowed by the universal upro r 
of the GaBic revolution. Hence their name is 
odious to. ßuonapafte. In his progress through 
Germany, he òrove them from Ausburg, and 
Friburg, and other to,vns, \vLere the magistrates 
and inhabitants llad succeeded to preserve a 
small remnant of their body, thQugh \\ ithQut 
hope of perpetuating it by succession. In 180. 
the court of Naples, convinced of its past error, 
reinstated the Jesuits, to the universal joy of 
the capital; and illlIllcdiately N apoleol1 seized 


schemes" and intrigues employed to procure its sup- 
pression, would fonn a curious morsel of particular history, 
highly honourable to the court of Petersburg awl creditable 
\0 the Jesuits. 


2 U 
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the kingdom, 'and dislllisscd the})). Other 
})rinccs have eeJ1la11) regretted the rash decd of 
their destruction. 
:\"en the clnpcror Joseph II 
once assnred me in })rivate convcrsation, that he 
lIluch lalllcnted the suppression of the order of 
tIle Jc,:uits. lIe repeatcdly said, that, ill his 
mother's tillIe, in ,,,,hich it ,vas accolllplished, he 
\vas ncver consulted upon tbe D1CaSUrl", and tbat 
he ,yould l1e\Tcr have acceded to it. 


Our country has }Iappily escaped the horrors 
of lllodern revolution; hut our country has had 
its alarnls. rro prevent the )"ecurrence of them, 
it Dll1st sure] y be sound policy to trust, favour, 
and protect all those persons) ,vho, froIn a mo- 
ti'ge 'of sclf-preser,"ation, a
 "Tell as of duty, ,viII 
aln'ays elnploy their influence an10ng the lo\ver 
orders of society, to nlaintain peace and tran- 
quiJIity in the sevcrnl religious classes, ,vhich 
fOTln the hulk of the peoplc, ho\\
e\'cr deno- 
ll1inated. 'Vith regard to the nunlerous body 
of catho1ics, this line of conduct has been uni- 
forlnly })ursued by their Irish bishops, by tbe 
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English apostolic Vlcar
, and hy an the InlS- 
sionary priests, Jesuits, and other rcgnlar
, 
,,,ho have appeared among us: and, I add, in 
fini
hing, that, in this respc('t, they \yonld aU he 
co-operators and steady allies of the hishops and 
clergy of the cstablishrnent, 'VllO can have no 
greater interest, at the present day, than to pre- 
serve general tranquillity. })rotestant and ca- 
tholic prelates, \vith their respective dependants, 
all equally professing zeal for purity of doctrine, 
though differing in their tenets, would thus be 
friends 'usque ad aras, and general peace \\
ollld 
be tI1e precious fruits of their agreclnellt. Thus 
,ve have often seen catholic and protestant le- 
gions, Austrians and Briti
h, arrayed under the 
same banners, and successfu]]y pur\o\uing their 
\varfare against a COIumon enclny. 'I'his Blatter 
is susceptible of extension, hut Laicus \\'otlld not 
understand it. I finish thi
 Lettcr, as I ended 
tIle first, seriously advi
ing hinl to 1l1cddle no 
Jl10rc \vith this suhject. 


CIAERICU
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A P PEN D I X. 


No. I. 


SallctissÍ1ni in Christo Patl'is et Donzlni nostri Ð01ìzilli 
Clelll.ellt is Ðivina pJ'ot'identia Papæ ..\..III, Con- 
stitutio qllU institution Societatis Jeslt clenllo olJpro- 
hutll/". 


CLEl\IE
S EplscoPus SERves SERVORU'I DEI, 
AD }'ERPETUA)( REI .ME:\IORIAl\1. 


APOSfOLICUl\{ pascendi Dominici Gregis munus 
bcatissinlo apostolo Petro, cjusque successori H.0111anO 
poutifici delatuul à Christo DonJÌno, nulla locorum, nulla 
temporunl cvnditio, nuUus humanarum rerum rcspectus, 
DuHa denique ratio circumscribere, aut suspcnderc pot est, 
quominus idelu Romanu
 pontifcx ad onlnes cjusdcnl 
officii partes, nullâ ex iis prætcrmissâ, nullâ negleetâ, euras 
Imas dirigerc debcat, atque onlnibus incurrentibus in 
eec1e
ia nccc

itatibus providere. !-Iarum partium inter 
præcipuas, postrclna non est regularium ordinunl appro- 
Latorum ab apostolica sede tute1alU gcncre, ae fm tibus 
pii
quc ,-iris, qui cisdcm regularibus ordinibus sese 
olcnlni 
sacramento addixcrunt, suamque pro tucnda, atquc am- 
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plificanda catholica rcligione, agroque oominico exco- 
lendo, strcnuanl opcranl inlpendunt, alacritatem addcre 
. 
et animun1, languidos et infirmos cxcitare, et corroborare, 
jacentibus afllictisque consolationem affcrre, præcipue 
verò ab ecclesia fid
i sure et custoùiæ cOllcreditâ, onlnia, 
quæ in aninlarU1l1 ruinam in dies suboriuntur, scandala 
SUlnn10\'Cre. 
Institutunl 
ocietatis Jesu ab homine conditum, cui ab 
universali ecclesia idem, qui sanctis viris cultus et honor 
tribuitur, à fel. recorù. prædeccssoribus nostris Paulo III 
et Julio itidem III, Paulo IV, Gregorio XIII, et Gre- 
gorio XIV, Paulo V, diJigenti exaluinc perpcnsum, ap- 
probatum, sæpius confirnlatunl, et ab iisdcm pluribusque 
a1iis ad novemdecim prædccessoribus nostris ornaturn 
peculiaribus favoribus et gratiis; episcoporunl, 110n modò 
hl!jus, sed superiorum ctiam ætahun præconio CORlnlen- 
datum, ut Inaxime frugiferuln, et fructuosum, et ad pro- 
movcndum Dei cultum, honorcnl, et gloriam, æternamque 
animarunl salutenl procurandam aptissimum; potentissi- 
morunl, piissimofllnlque regum, et clarissimorunl in 
Christiana republica principum præsidio, et tutela usque 
munitum; cujus e:t disciplina novum prodiêre viri in 
sanctorum, vel beatorun1 numcrum relati, quorum tres 
martyrii gloriam sunt consequuti j à vluribus sanctitat
 
claris viris, quos beatos in creto novimus sempiternâ 
perfrui gloriâ, collaudatum; quod ccclesia universa longo 
duorum sæculorum spatio in suo sin
 aluit et fovit, 
ejusque proft:"
soribus præcipuam sacri ministerii partern 
semper comlnisit magno cum cmolumento aninlarum; 
quod ipsa àcnique catholica ecclesia in Tridentina synodo 
declaravit ut piun); hoc ideo1 institlltunl nO\Tissimè {uc- 
runt, qui l)er pravas intcrpretationcs, turn privatis 
er- 
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Inonibus, turn scriptis etiam typis in lucem cditis irreli- 
giosum, et ilnpium appellare, cOlltumcliis l
ccrarc, probo 
ct ignuuJlui& afficerc noa 
unt veriti, atque cò devenerunt, 
ut privatfL suft non contenti opinione, hujusmodi virus de 
regiouc in regioncm, nullis non aùhibitis artihus, derivare, 
atquc unòcqnaque ditfundere sint aggressi, neque adhuc 
cessant, incautis, si quos inveniant, Christi fidelibus; ut 
in proprios pertrahant sensus, subdulè propiuare: quo i!l 
ecclesiam Dei nihil injl1rium magi!5, nihil contume1iosius, 
..quasi adeo erraverit turpitcr, ut, quod impium, et irreli- 
giosum est, solcnlnitcr existilnavcrit Dco carum et pium, 
eòque dccepta sit Hagitio:siùs, quo diuturnius, ad annos 
scilicet anlplius ducentos, cunl maxÍlno anÏtnarum dctri- 
mento, sinui suo tantam hærerc labem, et maculam 
:5ustinuerit" Huic tanto malo, quod eo longiùs dissimu- 
latum, tanto a1tiùs radices agit, vircsque acquirit in dies, 
diutius differre relnediuln, justitia, quæ stla cuique asserere 

t fortiter tueri jubet, et 11astoralis nostra erg
 ec
lesiam 

ollicitudo non sinit. 
Ut igitur tam gravcm injuriam à sponsa ecc1esia divi- 
nitus nobis concredita, atque etian1 a
 hac apostolica seùe 
propulscnlus, et hujusmodi ÎI
ustast irrdigiosasque \'OCf$ 
in anilnarum pernicicm, et seductionem, et contra omnes 
æqui, bonique rationes longe lateque diffusas, nostrâ 
i1uthoritate 3postolicâ conlpescamus; ut cleric is regularibus 
societatis Jesu, id a nobis pro justitia exigentibus, suus 
maneat status, elidenl nostra. authoritate firmiàs consta- 
bilitus; eorumque nunc ternporis S\lmnlè affiictis rebus 
aliquod afferamus levamen: ut demuln venerabiliulll 
{ratrurn nostrorum episcoporum, qui e
 omnibus re- 

ionibus catholici:; eanden1 secictåtctn nubis per littera5 


:! A 
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magnopcre commendârunt, et ex ea maxin1as utilitatcs in 
suis quisquc diæcesibus se capere profitentur, justis desi- 
deriis obsecundemus; motu proprio, et ex ccrta scicntia, 
. deque apostolicæ potestatis plenitudine, omnium præùe- 
cessorum nostrorum inhærendo vestigiis, hâe nostrà per- 
petuò valiturâ constitutione, eodem modo, ratione et 
forn1â, quibus ipsi e
ixerunt, et declarârunt, nos quoque 
edicimus, et declaran1us; instituturll societatis Jcsu sum- 
mopcre redolere pictatc111 ct sanctitatem, tUln ob præci- 
puuln finern, quo maxime spectat, dcfcnsionem scilicet, 
l)fopagationemque catholicæ religionis, turn ob media, 
quæ adhibet ad ejusmodi fineul conscqucndum, quod vel 
ipsa nos hactenus docuit cxpcrientia; ctIm ex eadem 
. òisciplina tam multos ad hane usque rotatenl prodiisse 
novimus orthodoxæ fidei propugnatores, sacrosque prre. 

ones, qui invicto animi robore tcrrfl mariquc subiêre 
. pericula, ut ad gentes iun1anitate barbaras evangelicæ 
QoctJinæ lumen afièrrent, et quotquot idem profitentur 
laudabile institutunl, partim intentos juvcn"uti religionc 
et bonis artibus erudiendæ, partim opcrnm dare spiritu- 
aliLus exercitiis tradendis, partin) assiduè versari in 
sacramcntis præcipuè pænitentiæ ct eucharistiæ admini- 
strandis et ad corum frequcntiorem USUlll fidelibus exci- 
tandis; tun1 homines in agris dcgcntcs divini "crbi pabu]o 
recreare; ac proptcrea idem institutunl societatis Je
u ad 
liæe eximia perpetranda, divinft providentitî, excitatum, 
ipsi quoque approbalnus, et prædecessorm nostrorum 
approbationes ejusdcm instituti apostolicâ auctoritate nostrâ 
confirmamus: ,.ota, quibus iiden1 clerici rcgularcs' socie- 
tatis Jesu jux.ta idem eorum institutum se dcvovcnt Deo, 
grata illi et accepta esse declaramus: spiritualia excrcitia, 
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(luæ ah iisdcnl c1ericis regularihus traduntur fidclibus à 
mundi strepitu semotis per dies aliquot, ut de ætcrn!l fuj 
ipsorum salute seriò et unicè eogitent, ut maxinJe condu- 
cihilia ad refonnandos nlÙI C
, ct ad ChristianalH pÎctateln 
hauriendam nutriendamque, Inagnopere probamus, et 
laudamus: congregatioues præterca, seu sodalitia, non 
modo adolesccntiuln, qui ad scho-Ias vcntitant societatis 
Jesu, sed quævis ali;.t, 
ive schoIarium tantuol, sÎ\'c ali- 
oruln Christi fidelilun tantum, sive utrorumque simul sub 
invocationc Leatæ l\larlæ, seu quovis alio titulo erecta, et 
quæ in iis pia upera ft:"rventi studio exerccntur, probamus, 
præl"Ïpuamque erga beatam Dei Cenitricenl SCI11per 
Virgincm 
Iariam devotionem) quæ in iis sodalitiis alitur, 
et prOlTIO\'etur, Inagnopere commendam us, nostrorU111que 
fel. record. prædecessorum Gregorii XIII, Six.ti V, Gre- 
gorii XV, et llenedicti XIV constitutioncs, quibus ea 
sodalitia approbârunt, nos apostolic{\, auctoritate nostrâ 
confirmamue., cæterasque omnes eon!:ltitutiones à ROlna.nis 
pontificibus prædccessoribus nostris in ejusdem instituti 
!ocietati
 Jesu functionum approbationcm, et laudcm 
conditas, quarun1 singulas hie habed volumus pro insertis, 
auctoritate itidem nobis à Dco traditâ, apostolicæ confir- 
matiouis nostræ robore, per h
ne nostram constitutionem, 
D1unitas \'OlU1l1US, et si opus sit, ve1ut à nobis ex integro 
conditas, edita-
quc ccnseri præcipimus, et mandanlus. 
Nul1i ergo omnino hominum liccat hane paginanl 
nostræ approbation is, et confinnationis infringerc, vcl ei 
aU5U teo)'Crario conuairc: si qui
 autcm hoc attentarc 
præsump:;erit, indignationem Otnnipotentis Dei et bea- 
toruID Petri et l>auli apostolorUln ejus 
c uo\'erit incur
 
a.urum. 
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Datum Ron1æ apud Sanctam l\iariam 
fajorem --, anno 
incarnationis Domiuicæ millcsimo scptingentesimo sexa- 
gesimo qUdrto, septimo idus Januarii, pontificatüs nostri 
4inno septimo. 
C. Card. Pro-Datarius. N. Card. Antonellus. 
Visa, De Curia J. Manassei. 


L. Eugeniui
 


(Loco Plumbi.) 


RegiSIJ'ata in Stcretaria Brf"l,'ium. 


" Curia Romana annum iQchoat à Fcstn Annnntiationis B. 
:lariæ.. 
quod incidit i:1 diem 2') Martii, adcoque sept-mus idus Januarii 1764. 
coincidit CUII' 7 Januarii hujus &nnÎ 1765, sccundùm nostram com 
putandi rationem. 


"IIi 


Translation" 


CLE
JEST, BrSHOP, SERVANT OF THE SEltV ANTS OF GOD, 
FOR .A PJ
RPETUAL RECORD. 


TI-IE apostolic office of feeding the Lord's flock, con- 
ferred by the Lord Christ on the 1110st blessed apostle 
Peter and his successor the Roman ponti
 no state of 
time or place, no regard of human affairs, in short, no 
consideration whatever, can so circumscribe or suspend as 
that the same Roman pontiff nlay not direct his care to aU 
tIle duties of the said office, without exception or omis- 
'sion, and provide for all the \vants which ßlayoccur in 
the church. Among those duties it is not the leæt tQ. 
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give protection to the regular orders approved by the 
apostolic see, and to those worthy and pious men, who 
have, by a iolcn1n vow, devoted themselves to the regular 
orders, strenuously labouring for the defence and increase 
of the catholic religion, and in ('ultivating the Lord's 
vineyard, to invigorate and encourage, to animate and 
confinn the languid and weak, to console the downcast 
and afflicted, but chiefly to renlove from the church, 
entrusted to his faith and custody, all scandals, which 
from time to time spring up to the destruction of souls. 
The institute of the society of Jesus, composed by a 
man held in honour by the universal church, which 
sanctifies holy men, bas, by our predecessors of happy 
memory Paul III and Julius III, Paul IV, Gregory XIII 
and Gregory XIV, and Paul V, been diligently exan1Îned, 
approved, and often confirnled, and by them and nineteen 
others of our predecessors honoured with peculiar favours j 
has been publicly extolled by bishops, not only of thi:; 
ftge but forDler ones, as extrelnely efficient in promoting 
the worship, honour, and glory of God, and eminently 
adapted to the salvation of souls; and h
 been patronised 
by the most powerful anò pious kings, and nlo
t cele- 
brated princes in the Christian republic: from its discipline 
nine persons have been numbered arnong the saints, three 
of whom obtained the g10ry of nlartyrdom; it has re- 
ceivecl the united praises of n1any Blcn rcnowned for 
sanctity, now enjoying eternal glory in heaven; the church 
bas cherished it in her bo"om for the long space of two 
centuries, and lu)') ever conlnlitted the chief part of tllc 
!acred ministry to its professors, with great gain of souls; 
1ìñaJly, it was pronounced pious by the catholic ChUl ch 
llcrself in the council of 'rr
nt: yet there have lately 
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élppcared SOIne, who, by wicked interpretations, }1a\'e 
dared, not ouly in conversation hut in writings and pub- 
lications, to call this very institute irreligious and impious, 
to l"c\,iIe it, and represent it as wicked Hod shameful; and 
l1ave bone 
lH.:h lengths, that, not content with their own 
rri\'ate thoughts, they havc enJeavoured, using every art, 
to convey the like poison froul country to country, and to 
}1OUr it out e\'C'r)'whcre; nor have they yet ceased, where- 
ever they can find any of the faithful otf their guard, to 
instil craftily their own notions into their minds; than 
which there can be nothing Inore u1julious, nothing Ißore 
oiitènsi\'e to the church of God, as if she had so s11ameful1y 
erred, as solemnly to deenl what is impious and irreligious 
devout and accepta
le ta God, and had been the more 
scandalously imposed upon for having so long, nalue]y, 
for luore than two hundred years, with the greatest loss of 
soul
, surtclcd such a stain to remain in her bosom. 
Neither justice, which comn1ands that all should receive 
what belongs to them and be protected ill their rights, 
nor my pastoral solicitude for the church, can 
uffcr any 
farther delay in putting a stop to this so great evil, which 
shoots its roots the deeper the longer it remains unnoticed. 
In order, therefore, that \ve may remove so serious an 
injury from the espoused church divinely conlll1itted to 
our charge, and also from this apostolic see; and that, by 
our apostolic authority. \ve Anay check such unjust and 
in1pious assertions, spread far and wide to the seduction 
- " 
and ruin 
f a,uuls, and entirely regardless of equity and 
reason; that tIlC con"titution of the regular clerks of tl
6 
society of J
sus nwy relnain undisturbed, according to 
their appeal to us for jll
ticl', and Le lllore firn1)Y csta- 
h1i::;hcd hy the 
ame our authority, and that wc mayaffon\ 
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thenl con:ìolation in the present grievous (:tatc of their 
an
tÏrs j and, lastl)., that we nlay cOll1ply with the just 
desires of our \'cncrablc Lrothers the bishop." who, from 
evcry part of the catholic world, han
 written to us )ettel's 
greatly e
tolling the said society, all declaring that tltey 
,,,"ere of the greatest use to thcln in their n'''p
'ctive 
dioce
cs; of our own accord and certain knowlcdge, and 
by the plenitulle of the apostolic power, fo11owiog the 
foot
tcps of all our predecessors, in this our con
tjtutioll 
to be in perpetual force, in the SíH1]C Jnode and forol in 
which they have proclaimed and rll'cbn.
ò we al
o proclaim 
and declare, that the institute of the society of Jesus i
 
replete with piety anù holiness, as wcll on a'..:couut of the 
chief end it has in vic\'v, nan1cly, the defence anù propa- 
gation of the catholic religion, as on account of the means 
which it ùirects to be used for th
t end, hitherto COll- 
finned to us by experience itself; for we know that, c\"cn 
down to these tinlc
, its di
ciplinc lIds produced nIany 
dcfenders of the orthodox faith, and pious preachers, \\ hD, 
with un
hakcn coniìtancy of rnind, h:n"c encoulJtered 
dangers by sea and by land to be:1r the light of the g(l
pe1 
to \1arharous nations; and, indeed, th
e \\"ho IJrofc
s 
the said laudable institute are al\Vay
 c
nll
tly enlplo)'ed, 
some in educating youth in the placticp of rcEriion and 
the learned 5cicnce
, others in the direction of spiritu:.ll 
exercises, others again in the assiduous administration of 
dle sacraments, c
pecially those of pcnance and the 
eucharist, in cxcitin
 the tilithf'll to a frcqu
nt u
c of 
thcln; likewise in refre
hing the illbahitants uf country 
places with the divine food of the word of God: and as 
it t'vidently appears, that the said institute of the soeiety 
çf Jesus h4S been c
tabE
hed by the Di\'ine Proridcnce 
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for these great ends, \ye abo arlH'o\'e it, and, in virtue of 
our apo::,tolical authority, we \.
onfirm the 
pprobatiun of 
our predecessors bc
towed on the ::aid institute: we de- 
clare, that t
1C \'ows by which the 
aid regular clerks of 
the suciety of Jesus ùC\Tote thenlselves, according to the 
said institute, to God, are acct'ptablc and pleasing to him: 
\\'e approve in the highest degree uf the spiritual exercises, 
\vhich the regulars of this society recomruend to the use 
of the faithful, who occasionally retire from the noise of 
the world to ß1edilate in scrious solitude on the means of 
obtaining eternal salvation, as being highly conducive to 
the reforn1ation of manners, and to the t'stablishing and 
110urishing of Christian picty: we lik
wise appróve of 
thcir congregations or associations; and not only of those 
for the use of youth, who attend the schools of tbe society 
of Jesus, but also of all other congregations, whcther 

stablished for scholars on]y, or for others pf the faithful 
in Christ, of either or both at once, dedicated to the 
b1esscd 1\lary, under whate",er title they are formed, in 
which pious works are fen,.ently practj
crl, especiall) that 
particular devotion towards the blessed Virgin, which 
these institutions nourish and promote; anù we, in virtue 
of our apostolical authority, confirm the constitutions of 
our predccessors of happy memory, Gregory XIII, Sex. 
tus V, Gregory XV, and Benedict XIV, by ,,'hich they 
appron
d of these associations, together with all other 
constitutions enacted by our predecessors the Roman 
pontiffs, in approbation of the offices of the said institute, 
each one of which we wish to be considered as here 
inserted and confinned hy the strength of our apostolie 
authority transmitted to us by God, as well as effectually 
prot
cted by this our constitutiou; and, if it be necessary. 
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we desire and orùer, that they may he considered as frc3h 
constitutions, enacted and proluulgcd uy us in due form. 
It is not, therefore, allowable for any per'\on to infrill
e, 
upon any account, this decree of our approbation and 
confirmation, or rashly to attempt to oppo

 ib authority: 
and, if anyone should be so prcsulnptuous as to attempt 
it, be it kno'wn to hilH, th
t he will incur the indignation 
of Almighty God, and of the blcssed apostles Pcter aud 
Paul. 


Gh'en at Rome, at St.l\Iary the Greater, &c. &c. 
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, 
.Th Jzulgm(>llt of the Bishops of Franc , tOllccrning 
the Docl1.ine, the Gover1lJ12e1l1, th rVllduct, and 
U,'ifulness (if the French Jesuits. 


l\IoST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 


THE noble sentiments of faith and religion, which have 
ever distinguished our kingi, have induced your majesty, 
3fter the example of your august predecessor!, to suspend 
the decision of an affair so c10seJy connected with the 
doctrine and discipline of the church, till you had taken 
the advice of the bi
hops of your reahn. 
As the time your majesty was pleased to allow us for 
examining the points in question was very short, we ap- 
plied ourselves to the task with more than ordinary dili- 
gence and assiduity; it being one of our chief duties to 
concur with your majesty's pious views in whatever it may 
please you to propose for the good of religion, or for the 
maintaining of gQod order and tranquinity in the kingdom. 
\Ve have t11erefore c:\.amined, with all the care which the 
importance of the subject required, the different articles, 
concen1ing which your n1ajesty has done us the honour to 
con
u1t us, and Vve think it our duty to communicate our 
sentiments in the following manner:- 
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ARTICLE r. "Of what use tneJesuits maybe in France: 
the advantages or jnconvenil
nces that .nay attend the 
various functions, which they exercise uuder our au- 
h . " 
t Gnty. 
'fhe end for which the Jesuits' order was first instituted 
being the education of youth; the ministerial labours, 
catechising, prcftching, and adlninistring the sacraments; 
the propagation of the Go
pe1; the conversion of infidel 
nations; and the gratuitous exercise of all manner of 
works of charity towards their neighbour; it is cvident 
this institution is calculated both for the good of religion 
and the advantage of the state. 
This consideration induced pope I)aul III to approve 
the new order by the bull Ileginzini, 15-10; and the 
popes, his successors, hy long experience, being sensible 
of the great advancement of religion, owing chiefly to the 
labours of the Jesuits, fa\"ourcd them with the most dis- 
tinguishiog marks of their good-will and protection. The 
fathers of the council of 'rrent caB it a holy institution, 
and, hy an extraordinary prh'i1cge, dispen!e with the reli- 
gious of this society in the general law they bad made for 
other orders concerning their vows. The great promoter of 
piety and church discipline, St. Charles Borromæus, took 
care to inform tbe fathers of that council how Inuch he 
esteemed this order, and how desirous the pope was to 
favour those religious, on account of the "isib1c ad\'an- 
tages arising to the church from their zealous endea\"ours. 
The ambassadors sent by other prin'
s to represcnt them 
in that council had the 5an1e favourable opinion of the 
Jesuits, as plainly appears frOln their propo
ing the esta
 
Lli
hment of these religious in Germany, as the lnost effica- 
cious means to restore religion and piety in the empire. 
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IJowrver, it cannot be denicd, but the novelty and 
singularity of this order, the many privileges granted 
them by the popes, and the great e\.u'nt and generality of 
the exen."i
es in which they are conversant, according to 
their caHin!!, ('
posed them to the jealoùsy and opposition 
òf other religious orders. 1'he universities, the mendicant 
orders, and others, tried all nleans to hinder thcir esta- 
bJisluneut in France: your majes
y's parlian1cnts, in their 
renHHlstranct's, laid opcn the 111any incon\'cnienccs, that 
nlight attend their being adlnitted into this kingdom: 
ElI
t
ce de Bellay, the then bishop of l)
lfis, opposed 
them, itud e\yen the clergy of France, in their assen1bly 
at Pois
y, aOllO 15G I, expressed a diffidence and åppre- 
hension, that the Jesuits might encroach upon theÍr 
rights; for, though they corseuted to thcir admis"ion, they 
did it with such rcstriction
 and linlitations as then seemed 
, 
propcr to 
el'ure the rights and jurisdiction of the bishops. 
Anno 1574, the clergy of your kingdom, having been 
aprri
c(
 of the credit and the approbation this in
titution 
}lad gained in the council of Trent, in confornlit
 to the 
judg-lnent of that general assembly, declare by' their 
dl'putic
; upon the article concerning the profession of 
noviccs after one year's probation, that, by tltis 'rule, tlteir 
iJllpllti"u was 110t any 1l,ay to derogate fro III OJ' to 
'J)lake allY change in the g,"ood ronstitllti011.S of tI,e clerks 
oj tlte society oj" JeSllS, ppl'oved hy tIle holy apostolic 
see. 
It appears e\Yen, that the Jesuits, by t11Cir hehaviour, 
llad got the hcttcr of those prejudiccs, which had formerly 
been cOllceh'ed against their order, seeing that, in the 
ypar 1 (; 10, when SO great a storm was raised against 
theID, Henry de Gandy, bishop of :paris, gives their 



JUDr.1\fEXT OF TUg BISHOPS OF FnA
CE. 3.9 


c]laracter in words "cry differcnt frool those of his l'rc- 
dccc
sor, Eustace de Bellay, 'l'i:
. that tIle order of tIle 
Jesuits u'as greatly se'Ticelible Lolli tn el, u rclt and 
state, OJl accolud of tl,cir lcarning, picf!!, and l::l:el1l.- 
lJ[a1"!f hrll(Il';ollJ". 
lIenee it wag, that, In the gcneral asscrn11y of the 
states, anuo 1 G 14 and 1 () 15, hoth the clergy and the 
nobility so pres
ingly de:sired the rc-cstahlishn1cnt of the 
Jesuit", for the instruction of youth, in t1l(
 city of Pari
, 
and the l
rection of other colleges in the diffcrent to\\ns of 
the kingdom: this they rccolllluendcd to their deputies as 
a Inatter of the greate
t eoncenllllent, desiring they would 
most earnestly address his nlajesty, in order to obtain a 
fdvourable and speedy answer; tI,e assclllhly iJeinr; sen- 
sible I,OU) greatly tI,e order (if the Jesuits, by their 
learning and industry, luul coulribllted, (Iud, u'ill, God's 
assistance, 'llJoultl agaill. contribute towards the 'IuaiJl- 
taiuiJlg (if faitlt a1ld rcligiun, the e.1:tÏ11Jfliion of he- 
resies, tlte 'restoratioJl of piety {lud 'JJlorality, &c. 
Again, in the asscrnhly of . the cll'rgy, anno ] G 1 ï, we find 
the Jesuits' schools proposed as the most proper nleans to 
revi\-e anò inlprint picty and religion jn thc Ininds of the 
people. 
Kothing, perhaps, is hctter calculated to cOl1\,ince us 
how high an idea your majesty's royal predeee
sors had of 
the userulnes
 of this botly of men, than the patcnt5, 
which they were pleased to grant, for the erecting l11any 
of their colleges in your dominiol-:c;: this was particularly 
remarkable in th{' letters patent, granted by your majesty's 
great grallùfather Louis XIV, of glorious InclDory, for 
th{;ir estahlislllncnt in (he college of Clernlont, whcrein 
he says, illut in tlds he I,ad llO oille1' t.icw iltan to 
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1I1}]Jurl, c()llulen([Jlr , and ellCOllrnge those religious in 
Iit!ir lalorioll:; (,lll.'f}lúYJJlents for tllë education of youth 
;n at! llse it! sciences, aJld partÙ'1llarly ill the kllo'U'- 
ledge (),... 1('ltll[c1'er '/JlflY concern their duty towards God, 
aud fUll'flnl... tl/osp t('llD lire placed over tltent for the 
gOt't!1'ìlJJU.,'t oj" tile people. Bur this he afterwards 
e:\.prcss
ù . n a nJorc cIT}phatic manner, when he was 
1)lca
cd to gÌ\oe his own august name to that college. 
1'he J \..
ui!... ar
 also of great 
ervice in our dioceses, by 
enforcing and giviug [Jew life and vigour to piety and 
religion, by their 
ermOIJS, their spit itual instructions, 
their missionary excur
ion
, thcir congregations, spiritual 
retreats, &c., IJcrtornled \\ ith our approbation and au- 
thority. 
For these reasons we are persuaded, that to deprive the 
people of their instruction would be extremely prejudicial 
to our dioceses. And, in particular with regard to the 
education and instruction of youth, it \vould be a very 
difficult task to find persons capable of serving the public 
to equal ad\'antage, especial1y in the country towns, 
,vhere there are no universities. 
'rhe religious of other orders, who, by their VO\\9S and 
state of life, are not devoted to this kind of labour, as 
they are little convcrsant in the n1cthod of teaching, and 
strangers to that disagreeable confineU1cnt and subjection, 
\vhich is inseparable froln tljat emploYlnent, are too 
mueh taken up with the other necessary obser\'ances of 
their order to give that constant and due attendance, \vhieh 
is requisite for the education of youth. 
.As to other clerks regular and priests living in commu.. 
nit)", they have not a sufficient numher of persons to 
supply the l)lace of the Jesuits. The secular clergy, 
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indeed, with the allowance of the bi
hop, nlay undertake 
this cn)ploymcnt: hut, not ha\'ing h
cn brought up to it 
from thcir youth, they would not much relish this kind 
of life, nor have they equal e
pcricnce or ,kill in the 
business. Add to this, that, as nlost of our dioc('ses have 
not near a sufficient number of pricsts to answer all the 
duties of the ministry, it would not be possible for us to 
fill up the places that \vould become vacant by the removal 
of the Jesuits. 
Shall we then ha,'e recourse to the laity? alas! few or 
these are to be found of that turn of ß)ind as willingly fl., 
embrace 50 laborious and di...agrecable an en)p)oynlcnt as 
is that of teaching; fcwer still, whuse talents and qualifi- 
cations are equal to it. 
The J e
uits in France are posses5cd of a hundrc(l 
collcges: if these wcre remo\'ed, where could we find a 
sufficient nun)ber of schoolmasters and profe
sors of equal 
parts to fill up the vacancies in aU these coUeges? .:\s the 
Jesuits n1ake up one cùmmunity and incùrporatcd body of 
men, they have this pecu1iar advantage, that, amongst all 
the reHgious, whom they train up tu this CXCf 
i"e, tlwy 
can make choice of such as fifC most like1 y to succeed 
and to answer the expectation of the public; and, if any 
one 5hoult1 mi
hchave, in a moment's warning they can 
pi oviòc another in his room; an a(h-antage not to be 
expected in religious orders thal are not so 
trict1y ad- 
dicted to this enlployment; no:" 
nlolìgsL persons, who, 
though otherwise duly qualified, still wallt nUlllbers for 
the business; much leiS :unongst laymen, who, b} tht=ir 
itate of lite, 
Ire free to choose for them
eh'es, and no way 
concerncd about their successors. 
Adhering, therefore, to the judgment of the vicars OJ 
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Christ and of the council of Trent conccrning the socicty 
of Jesu
, and in confornlity to the testimony, which the 
clergy of your Inajesty's kingdom, the kings your august 
predecessors, and your whole kingdom, ha\rc gÏ\rcn of the 
u
cfulness of the Jesuits in Francc, we are persuaded, 
that, if due care be taken to prc\'cnt any abuse, that Inay 
insinuate itscJf in the ('xcrci
c of their functions, this 
re1igious body cannot but be of very great ser\'ice both to 
church and stitte. 
In our eXíllnination of the third article, we shall have 
the honour to present your nlajesty with some 1 egulations, 
\vhich we conceive to be the best adapted for pre renting 
an such abuses. 


ARTICI
E II. "Ho\v the Jesuits bcha\7e in their in- 
structions and in their own conduct, with regard to certain 
opiniùns which strike at the safety of the king's person; 
ns likewise with regard to the receÌ\ 7 ed doctrine of the 
c]ergy of Fnmce, contained in the declaration of the )'ear 
168:2; and in general with regard to their opinions on the 
other side of the Alps. 'J 
OUf history infol ms us, that, in the infancy of th
 
society in France, the Cah'inists used their utnlost endea- 
vour to hinder the growth of a body of men rai
ed on 
I>urpose to oppose their error-', and to stop the spreading 
contagion: to this end they dispersed into aU parts a 
Inu1titude of pamphlets, in which the Jesuits were 
arraigned, as profess!og a doctrine inconsistent with 
the safety of his majesty's 
acred person; being ,veil 
assured, that the imputation of so atrocious a crinle was 
the shortest and securest way to bring about their ruin. 
1'hese libels soon raised a prejudice against the Jesuits in 


I 
J 
I 
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the nlinds of all those, who had any interest in opposing 
their c5tablishment in France, and 
ùnle conununitics 
even joined in th
 ilnpeadlolen t . 'file erinH.'s, \\ hi<.:h are 
now laid to their charge, in the numherless \\ riting
, that 
swarm in all parts of your Inajesty's cloluinions, arc no 
other than those which were maliciou::\ly furged and pub- 
lished auo\'c one hundred and fifty )'ears ago. It is not 
froln such libel
 as these, that we arc to fonn a just idea 
or rational judgnlcnt of the Jesuits' do('trine or bclla\.jour: 
such wild and groundle
s accu
ations did not deserve our 
attention, and the little notice we took of thcln nlay be a 
convincing proof to your Inajcsty of the Jesuits' in- 
nocence. 
And, indeed, the in\'iohtble fidelity of the bishops of 
your kingdoln, and their sincere attachn1t
nt to the crown, 
is too well known to leave any room for suspecting, that 
they could be either so blinded as not to djl.;.:over that, 
which, as is pretended, is \,isible to the whole world; 
or, if they had l)erceh'ed it, that they should so far have 
forgot their duty to God, to religion, to your majesty, as 
to encourage such trcasonabie doctrilJc by a criminal 
silence, aJ1d trust the most sacred functions of The 
ministry to persons con\'icted of puhlidy professiug the 
sanle. 
\Ve will not here pretend t? refute or to g-ive an exact 
account of a doctrine, which will not bear the lii5h , and 
('an no way be expused to the public without dangf'r of 
infection; of which we may truly say, ,,,hat St. Paul said 
of a certain vice, "that its "cry p
une ,hould nc\'er be 
heard mnongst Christians." And it is with the greatest 
grief we see all the particulars of this damnable doctrine 
publicly eXplained in the French tonguc, anù purpo
ely 
2 
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dispersed in all parts of your kingdom in an iniinity_ of 
libd
, the reading of which has done more prejudice to 
your mtljesty's subjects than could possiLly bave been 
caused by reading the fanatic authors then1selves, who 
have treated of that subject. We shall only obseIve J 
that, in order to render the Jesuits more odious to the 
puhlic, care has bcen taken to hold thcm forth as the 
first broachers of a doctrine, that ".as published long 
þefore they had a being. Their enclnies l1avc spared no 
pains to confound and perplex all our ideas concerning 
this òoctrine, jUlnbling together, at aU events, right or 
wrong, truth and falsehood, in order to bring the Jesuit 
in guilty: tlley arc ever urging against them a certain 
period of our history, which, as it equally invoh'cs all 

tatcs and conditions *, ought to be blotted out of our 
(lnnals, and never more be mcntioned amongst us. 
\Vhatever may be objected against the foreign Jesuits 
Mariana, San tare I, Suarez, and Buselnbaunl, this is most 

ertain, that the decree of thcir general, Acquavi va, 
appeared so satisfactory to your parliament of Paris, that, 
· the year 161 / 1, they desired to have the san1e rene\\.ed; 
and it is well kBown, that, when those books first appeared 
in France, the Jesuits, in their dec1arations to the parlia- 
ments, disowned them in so clear, precise, and express 
terms, as did honour to their body, and gained them the 
applause of the whole nation. Lastly, their behaviour in 
the year 168Z, and the declarations, which they have lately 
made to us, and which they desire to have registered at 
the respective offices in our spiritual courts, as a lasting 
nd uthentic testimony of their loyalty and fidelity, leave 
no room to doubt of their abhorrence and detestation of 
. The Frellch Leaðue. 
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.wy doctrine or opinion that ßlay to any ,vise intrencli 
upon the 
afety of the sacred person of sovereigns j or of 
their entire acquiescence to the maxi IllS established by the 
c]ergy of your kingdom, in the four articles of 1682. 
We must likewbe observe to your lU3jC:
ty, that the 
instructions of the Jesuits in our diocesel3 arc all perforn,ed 
in public j innumerable persons, of all conditions, are 
witnesses of what they teach j and we have the honour to 
assure your majesty, that they nevcr were accused at our 
tribunals of teaching any such doctrine as i
 now inlputed 
.to theln. Let us inquire of those, who ha\'c been hruught 
up in their colleges, who ha\'c freyuented their n)ission
, 
their congregations, their retreats, we are persuaded there 
.5 not a man in the nation, who can attest, that he c\'t
r 
beard them teach a doctrine contrary to the safety of your 
majesty'. person, or to the received maxims of the king- 
dom. On the contrary, in justice to their character, we 
must all confes
, that the constant theme and 
uhjpct of 
their school exercises is to celebrdte the menJorahle d
l'ds 
and heroic actions .of our monarchs, and their whule stùdy 
to impre
s in their hearers the most dutiful sentiments of 
loyalty and respect towards your majesty. 


ARTICLE III. "The conduct of the Jesuits with 
regard to their subordination to bi
hops; and wht
ther, in 
the exerei
e of their functions, they do not encfoach on 
the pastoral rights and privilege'S." 
It cannot be denied but that, if the Jesuits "ere to 
avail themsclvl's of the nInny and great prh.ileges which, 
at different times, ha\'c becn granted to theln by the :..ce 
apo
t()lic, they (,'ould not be said to )in
 sulJordinate, 
either to bishops or to their ecclesiastic? I superiors. ß
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\ve are to observe, that these prÏ\'ilcges \vcre granted thenl 
by a comu1ullication and participation of such as had 
been granted to the Inelldic
nt orùers, and to the other 
religious, long before they canlC into the world; and, with 
regard to these, we find a decree in the e.
'plaJlllti()ll of 
tllpjr 'J"ulp (art. 
ii, p. -1/17), that they are tu make use of 
their privileges with the greatest caution and moderation, 
and \\ ith no other view than for the spiritual ad\-antage of 
tht'ir ncighbour; for, being bound by tl1eir fourth vow, 
immediately upon the first notice of his holiness's con}- 
maud, to enlbark, ill order to pread
 the Gospel to the 
Inost renlote and barbarous llations, these privileges 
hecoine ab
()lutc1y I\l'ccs
ary in places where nEither 
l>ishops nor other pa
tvrs are to be found. \V'e may also 
take notice, Luth \\ ith regard to the hull of IJaul III and 
tho
e of hi
 successors, that there is a ,wide difference 
between their approbation of the first plan of the institute, 
or of the additions that wcre afterwards made for the 
pl'rfcetiug of the baIne, tlnd the privilt: b s :granted to 
that society, which are merely accessory to the io<;titute; 
for th
:5e bulls, heing written in the ordinary style of the 
court of Rome, !hc dispositions made by theln cannot be 
brought into precedent, ora ha\'e any other force tl1a'o that 
'which is allowed thcm Ly the pope's dccretals and the laws 
of the h.ingdoo), h01\l whieh ha\-e long since declared, 
that pri \ ikgcs granted I
y the court of Rome, contrary to 
the jurisdiction of bishops, or derogatory to the due 
suhordina.it)n of the faithful to their pastors, are of no 
effect without their consent, and, if they any way con- 
cern the state, without the approhation of the sovcreign. 
Ho\vever, we find, e\?en to the year 1670, that the 
Jesuits, as well a
 the other mendicant orders, u
ed the
r 
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best endeavours to Inaintain these privileges, against the 
COlnlnon law and the jurisdiction of bishops, on pretence, 
that the discipline of the council of 1'f rcnt , whidl had 
aholished thenl, .was Hut reccÏvcd in France. \V c read in 
the acts of our hishopricks, that attempts to t1Ji
 purpose 
u.ere made by the Jesuits at Quin1pcr, at _'\gen, at Sen
, 
and at Hhodez, where, iu conjunction with the Inendicant 
orders, they carried on their suits at law for a long tÍnlc 
against the bishops of those dioceses. 
But since tbat tilne the Jesuits are not known to have 
forn1cd any such pretensions; on the contrary, they have 
renounced all those pri\'ileges, which nlay any way seem 
to intrench, either on the established ma
ims of the 
kingdolll, or on the liberties of the Gallican church; and, 
as they still persist in that renunciation, and have ex- 
pressed the same, in the clearest te
ms, in the declaration, 
\vhich they lately presented to us," nothing morc can 
reasonahly be dcnlanded of then} with regard to this 
article. 
. "But to prevent any abuse, th
t possibly may hereafter 
arise, and to keep religious orders in due subjection and 
'Subordination to their ordinaries, after having examined, 
with aU diligence, the cOlnplaints that at diflèrent times 
have been made by the bishops, concerning the attempts 
of the Jesuits, and of other religious, contrary to the 
rights of pastors and the epi
copal jurisdiction, we have 
agreed on the following rCbulation
 grounded on the 
canon law and the discipline of thc Gallican church. 
1. rrh:lt the Jesuits and all other religiou
, who pretend 
to he cxenlPted from the jurisdiction of their bi
hop
J 
and to hold an immediate dependence on the sce apostolic, 

haU not be allowed to preach or confc
s in our dioce
e
, 
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without havjng been examined by the bishop, or his vicars, 
or others, WhOID he may appoint for that purpose, and 
without being approved by hiql; which approbation he 
may limit or revoke, as he shall think fit. 
2. 'fhat they shan not be perrnitted to rec
ive children 
to their first communion, though they be their own 
scholars, without the consent of the curate or bishop of 
the diocese; and, during the fifteen days of Easter, they 

ban not hear any annual confessions \vithout their per.. 
. . 
n11S510Il. 
3. That they shall send all their penitents, even their 
O\\ß scholars and pensioners, to receive the paschal com- 
munion in the parish church, unless they have a dis- 
pensation fronl the curate or Lishop. 
4. 1'hat they shall not confess any person that i5 in 
danger of death without advertising the curate thereof. 
5. That in the missionary excursions, which they make 
with our consent, they shall take care that the curates be 
Dot defrauded of their dues. 
6. That tIley shall not admit any priest, whether secular 
or regular, though otherwise approved, to assi<.\t them in 
tbe labour of thcir luissions, \vithout the express consent 
Df the bishop. 
7. In their lessons of divinity, \vhether public or 
private, they shall teach the four propositions of the French 
clergy, assembled 1682; and, as often as the bishop of 
tbe diocese or the archbishop shall require it, they shall 
be bound to let then1 see their booI<s or lectures of philo- 
sophy, or of moral or itcholastic divinity, which they 
make use of in their seminaries or other houses where they 
teach, either in pub1ic or l)rivate. 
8. They shan not publicly defend any theses with- 



JUDGl\fE
T OF TilE BISHOPS OF '(.'R.\KCE. S5
 


()ut having them first e
amineù and appron:d by the 
bishop. 

. \Vlwnever it sl}all seem good to the Lishop, he shall 
he allowed to See dnd examine the books they make use u 
{or the instruction of their own colleges or other houses. 
10. In teaching the rudiments of the Christian religion, 
tIley shaH use the catechism of the diQcesc where they 
live. In Olle word, the hishops shan have full inspection 
and superintendence over all their instructions, whether 
public or private. 
7 11. They shall not gather any congregation, or set on 
foot any confraternity or retredt, without the consent of 
the bishop, who is to judge whether the faithful may not 
thereby be hindered froln duly frequenting their parish 
churches, a thing 50 earnestly recommended by the 
acred 
canons. 
12. 1'hesf' congregations shall never be allowed to meet 
at the hours when the office or divine service is performed 
in the parish church; and the bishop 
hall regulate thelOc 
meetings as he shaH judge most expedient for the ad- 
''"ancenlent of piety and religion in his diocese; and, when 
he 
hall think fit, may repeal any such licence before 
gran ted. 
13. T')ey sh311 not be allowed to publi
h any indulgenc
 
withotlt having it first examined aud appron:d Þ} the 
bishop. By all which we do not intend any way to 
derogate from any oùler rights, which the French clergy 
ß1ay ha\'c over the Jesuits or other regulars. 
11. In the exercise of the different duties of tla;ir 
calling they shall no t encroach upon the right; of chap- 
tcr
, curates, uni \'crsities, or any Lody of tl1en, who 3rt" 
pcrn1itted to teach in lhb kingdotIlo 
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We are sensible of the gn'at advantages that must 
attend the due execution of thcse regulations, for the 
maintaining of true faith and Inorality, for preserving the 
liherties of the Galliean church, and sceut ing to bishops, 
chapters, universities, and to all orders of Olen, the in- 
yaluable possession of thcir rights and privileges; for 
\"hich rea
on we humbly ilnplorc your majesty's authority 
and pro! ection, whiel' alðne can give then1 llue sanction 
and 
tability, to the end that all your suhjects nmy teach 
one ant1 the sanle doctrinc, and, hy a due' subordination 
of all the rart
, nlay contribute to the good ordcr, peace, 
and nell being both of church anù state. 


ARTICL:F IV. "Whether it may not be convenient to 
moderate and set bounds to the authority which the 
general of the J esuits e
ere!ses in France." 
\Ve ha\"e exan1ined the .Jesuits' institute with the 
greatest care and attention, as to ,,,hat concerns the 
authority of the general, or e.c obligation of ol'cdience 
in the subjects; and have t 1 e honour to assure your 
Dlajesty, that we have found thc:3c as n1uch lin}ited and 
restrained by the Jesuits' rule as by that of any other 
ordcr. For instance; parte vi, Dec1arat Constitut. tom. i, 
p. 108, it is said, Let our ohedieJice he always 1110St 
lJcrfect, as IL'ell ill the e:t'ecl,tioJl as in Ollr toil! a:...l 
juclgulellt, peJf(Jrrning all illut is cOJn'llulJlLlecl 'lvitlt the 
greatrst alacrity, spiritual J( y, and persevera1u'e; 
IJerSliuding ourselves, tllat all is 'light 'lvldclt is COl}l- 
'luunded; denying (lud 'rejecting, by a kind of blind 
obedience, any private judgnzclIt r fìpiuion of our o'wn 
tv tlte 
olltrary. .rind thus 'iDe are to be/lave witl/' 
regard to 'lvhatever Olll' superio)' nZll!l cGnlrullncl, u,llelt 
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it docs not appear to he any way s '}lflll, as has heen 
'/sewlu.:re uhserved hy liS. 
Hence it plainly appears, that the Jesuits are never 
bound to ohey their general's orders, when, by obeying 
hin), they would he found guilty of the least sin at God's 
tribunal. \Ve find, that most other religious order
, 
according to the stile of their rule, profess ohedience to 
to all their superiors' comlnands, which are not repugnant 
to faith or lllorality. But what d(luger Can be appre- 
]1C}}d
d, eithcr to the church or statc, from that obedience, 
which is not sinful on any account, which is neither pre- 
judicial to religion nor hurtful to the rights or properties 
of any of your majesty's subjects? \Ve may add, that 
this rule of obedience doth not particularly concern the 
general, but equaIly regards all other subordinate superiors, 
who, by virtue of their subjects' vow, have equal claim to 
thcir obedience: whence it also appears, that St. Ignatius 
did not think fit to ...est the general with any other autho- 
rity ovcr the whole society than that which the superior of 
every religious conullunity ought to have over his 
subjects. 
Those expressions, tllat tlw..lI are to abandun tlte1Jl- 
selves to the disposition (!f" their superior, as if tlley 
were a dead hully, &c. cannot giv
 oHènce to any hut 
such as are strangers to the langu
gc of the ascetick 
writers, and \\'ho are not able to fornl an idea of an\' 
, 
perfection or Christian accolupli:;lunent, that cloth not suit 
\vith their own state and conditioll. "Y e should nc\'er 
en(l were we to lay hefore your ITJ3je
.ty what we find in 
thè fathers and ß)a5ters of a spirituallifc, or in the rules of 
other religious order
, concerning this article of ohedience; 
it may suffice to observe, that they all 111ake u.;;;e of the 
3 A 
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like or even harder e
pressions; all propose the same 
c
amples and comparisons, or others to the same purpose. 
But, after an, it is evident, by the fundamental law 
and constitution of the society, that a general congregation 
11a5 a far greater power and authority over the general 
than he can pretend to over the society. The sanIe 
general assenll>Jy, or representative body of the order, 
\vhich creates him general, nanles also and appoints his 
assistants, \vho have a watchful ey
 upon 11is b
haviour, 
and, \vhen they obsen'c any great fault in his conduct, or 
defect in his adn}in!stration, are bound by oath to inform 
8gainst him, and to denounce him to the society; and if 
the case be notorious and scandalous, or jf there be 
danger in delay, the provincials or superiors of provinces 
may con\ ene thenlselves without waiting for the summons 
or writs* froni the assistants, and immediately proceed to 
t1}C arraignment, trial, and deposition of the general t, 


*' Si accidcrit aliquod ex peccatis (a\"í'rtas id Deus), quæ suffidunt 
ad præposituru officio privandum, simul atque rcs per sufficientia 
tèstimonia, vel ipsius aftìnnationem constaret, juramenta adstrin- 
gantur assistentes ad id socictati denuntiandum. - Cap. V. art. Ï\- 
p. 440. 
t Et si res dtvulgata et communiter m::mifesta esset, non expectaU. 
quatuor a
istentium confirmationc, provinciales alii alios vocando 
con,ycnire debeut, ct ipso primo die quo in locum bujusmodi con- 
gregationi!J ingrec1ientur, ubi aùcrunt quatuor qui convocarunt, cum 
a1iis congrcgatis, rem is aggrediatur cui omnia notoria sunt, et accu- 
Sð.
:
 di1ucic:ì
 explicetur. Et postquam auditus fuerit præpositus, 
fOl'as egredi dehc
it, ct antiquissimus ex pro\"incialibus simul cum 
secretario aut a lio a

i5tel1te, de latâ re scrutinium faciat, et primlJ 
quidem an con
tet de p
ccato quod objicitur, dcinde an ejusmodi sit 
ut propter id officio privar
 ðebcat; et idem suffragia promulget, qUai 
ut sufficiant duas tel'tias partes excedent; et tUIlC 
tatim de alio 
eligendo ag
tur, et si fieri potcst, non inde priùs egrediatur quàm 

ocietas præpositum generalem babeat.-Ibid. p. 440. 
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n horn also, if they judge it nccc

.lrr, th
y may ðismiss 
and eject out of th
 society. rrhere i::. not, perhaps, to be 
found a general of any other religious body, who has 
o 
absolute and perpetual a dependence on hi.;; order; it 
being well known, that the general of the"J csuits has not 
power to dispose of the least thing in his own bchalf ur to 
his private ad\'antage, nor can so much as cOlnm1nd any 
other diet or apparel, than that which is assigned him by 
the !ociety*. 
It is true, indeed, that the general alone can disrose of 
all the places and elnployrncnts of the order, hut this he 
cannot do without taking the ad\'ice of his counseI1"; and 
nothing, perhaps, discovers the wisdon1 of St. Ignatins 
morc than his having left al1 places of trust ill his order 
to the free di3posal of the general, by which means he 
has secured the suhjects from that partiality and injustice 
which might be apprehended fro at their inl1llCdi"ltc and 
subaltern superiors, who, by the intercessiun and solicita- 
tion of friends, relations, or benefactors, are too often 
pre,"ailcd upon to prefer persons of little nlerit to others 
more deserving. He has ettèctualIy banished fron1 his 
order all intrigues and cabals for the gaining of prefer- 
ment, evils which are not easily guarded against, and are 


'if Prima ad res extcrnas pertillet \"cstitûs, victûs et expcnsarmn 
quarumlibet, quæ omnia \'cl augere, vel imminucrc potcrit societas 
prout præpositum ipsum ac se dccere ct Dco gratius fore judicabit cl 
tunc societatis ordillationi acquiescere oportcbit. - Cap. IV, art. ix. 
p. 439, tom. i. 
t Kumero autem hujusmodi as
ist('ntium q'lidct!I (luatuor......... et 
quidem ilIi jp
i esse potcrunt de qui bus supradictum......... quamyis 
autem res graviores ab iis tractamla' sint, statucndi tam en facultas, 
postquam eos andierit, pcnès psæpositum ßeneralcm erit. - Cap. VI, 
art. i, p.444, tom. ii. 


,. 
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often the cause of fatal dh'isions in communities, of scan- 
dalous law-suits, of jealousies, hatred, and the entire 
subversion of union, charity, and the primith'c 
pirit of 
the order. St. Ignatius has, with great judgment, pro- 
vidcd against this disorder, and secured the peace and 
regularity of the whole hody, by stripping all the ph
ces 
of prefcro1cnt in this society of those tenlporal advantages, 
which are cOffilnonly annexed to them in other orders, 
,,"hence the most anlbitious person amongst them will 
hardly think it worth his while to l11akc interest for a place, 
which carries \\ ith it no natural allurCfilent of ease or 
convenience, and has little else but the Clnpty name of 
superiority to reconullend it. 
In an order, that was to be whoIly devoted to the 
service of the public, it was necessary, that such a })lan of 
government should be estahlished :is should leave no room 
for subjects to douht, but that all the placcs and employ- 
ments \\ere given to persons the fiO!t deserving, and, 
.,ccording to the best rules of hUlnan prudence, the most 
capable of filling them to advantage. r-fhis assurance frees 
them fronl all anxiety and solicitude concerning the dis- 
po,itions of supcriors, eithcr with regard to thelnsch'cs or 
others, and they ha\'e no other concern hut to comply 
faithfully with the duties of their institute, to perfect 
thenlselves and benefit their ncighhour in that elDploy- 
ment, which is as
igned thcln by their superior, whose 
orders and appointInent they respectfully enl brace as the 
disposition of Divine Providence. . 
With regard to the authority of the general o\'er the 
temporalities of the order, \ve find=*-, that he has power 


* Est item pcnès pl"æpositum generalem omnis facultas agend 
quosvii cQntractus emptionum aut vem]itionuln quorumlibet bonorum 



JUDG)IE
T OF THE BISHOPS OF FR.-\SCE. SG5 


to ll}akc all kinùs of contracts in hehalf of the colleges 
aud houses of the .society, though he is lIot allowed to 
convcrt any thing to his own private use or ad\'anta
c . 
lIe cannot transfer the revenues of one college to another, 
nor assign any part of the In for the luaintcnance of j.J ru _ 
fcst J[OllSlÞS t, which are not to have allY 1l
lIts but 
ar
 entirely to subsist upon charity. The donations, 
which arc made to the body, without being as
igncd to any 
detenninate use, are at the general's di
l>osal t, who Jnay 
sell thenl, and annex theln to an)' huu
l", as he shall judge 
most expcdi
nt {or prolnoting God':, honour and the good 


temporalium mobiliurn tàm domornm qnàm co11egiornrn societatis, 
et irnponelldi aut redimenùi quo
libet CeO:,u:, super honi.. 
tahilibu.. 
ipsorum collegiorum, in eorumdcm ntilitatell1 et bonum, cum facut- 
tate sese liberalldi, restitutâ peculliâ quæ data fueriL Alienare autem 
aut omninò dissolvere collegia vel domo
 j:ìm creatas societatis sine 
gencrali ejus congregatione præpositus generalis non poterit.-Cap. III. 
col. ii, p. 336, turn. i. 
* Cum autem quid quam priva
'C utilitatis ex re<1ditibus quærere 
Tel in suum usum COllverterc non possit, est vaIòe probabile quòd 
D1ajori cum pnritatc ac Spiritu constantiùs ac diuturniùs procedat in 
iis quæ ad bonum regimen collegiorum ad majus Dei ac Domini nostri 
ùbseqni urn provideri con\'enit.-Cap. I, tit. i, p. 392. 
t Transferre vel diffcrrc dOll1os vd cuUegia jam creata, aut in 
nsum societatis proff'ssæ redditus eorum COII\'crtere præpositus gene- 
ralis, ut in 4 part. dictum est, non poterit. - Cap. J\., art. xh-iii, 
p. 438. 
:t: De his vcro quæ societûti ita relinquuntur ut ipsa pro 
uo arbitratl1 
ct ft>gat et dispollat (sive i1Ia bona stabilia sint; ut domus aliqua ,'cl 
prædium 110n aliclli certo collegio a
 eo qui disponit, relinquit 
determinare applicatum vel annexum, si\e mobilia cujusl110di sunt 
pecunia, triticum d quæ\Ois alia mobilia) idem generalis disponcre 
potcrit, nut vfnùcuc1o, aut rctinendo, aut huic vel illi loco id quod 
videbitur applicaudo, prout ad majorem Dei gluri.ull sc
erit t.lo})(;dire. 
-Cap. III, art. vi, p. .1-37. col. ii, tit. 2. 
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of religion; but with this caution, that, when such do- 
nations are made by persons who enter into the society, 
they be not alienated frorn the pro\Tince*, unle5s, perhaps, 
the great distress of S0l11e house in another pro\'ince shou1d 
call for iUlluediatc relief. A lid, with regard to places 
that are suhjcet to the don}inion of different princes, the 
general is 110t allowed to nlake any such transXation of 
property frOln one territory to another, without thcIr con- 
scntt, but he can never appropriate to his o\vn use, or 
make o\'cr to his relation
, any part of that which is given 
to the society, without incurring certain danger of being 
àeposed frOll} his office t . lIence it is plain, that the 


* Dec]aratum est ut hæc bona tantùm in E'âdem prm'inciâ et non 
alibi generalis dt'bcat distribuere, pag. 4
3, item, pag. 702, ibid. 
ea(h
 n provincia in qnâ, 1 cap. 30, part;s constitutionum di
tribuenda 
,.sse òiruntur bona nostrorum quæ .Hi societati dare volunt, intelli. 
genda est, in quâ sunt ipsa bona, non autcm in quå quis societatem 
ingreditur, aut \'ersatU1". SUUlitur autcm provinciæ nomen more 
societatis, prout scilicet uni præposito provinciali subest. 
t Quod si in eAdem provinci.1 p]ura sint dominia diversis princi- 
pibus :,ubjecta, adjecit congrf"gatio di]igentcr sen'andam esse camdem 
constitutionem ut scilicet in transferendis hujusmodi fratrum nostro- 
rum bonis ex uno Dominio in a1iud ejusdem provinciæ societatis, 
ratio habt'fetnr regum, principum et aliorum potestatum, ne in eis 
('ausa ulla otfensionis detur, sed ad majorem ædificationem omnium 
et spiritua]cm animarum profectum et gloriam Dei omnia cedant.- 
Tom. i. p. 511. 
t Sexta IOCUlll habet in quibusdam casibus (quos speramus per 
Dei bo\1Ïtatem, aspirante ip
ius gratiâ, nunquam e\'enturos) cujus- 
modi essent peccata mortalia in externum actum prodeuntia, ac 
nomin3tìm, copula carnaIis: ,ulnerare quemdam: ex redditibui 
coJlegiorum aliquid ad proprios sumptus assumere: ve] pravam doc- 
trinam habere. Si quid ergo horum acciderit, potesl ac debet societa& 
(si de re sufficientis:::imè constaret) cum officio privare, ac si opus est, 
it societate reIDO\'ere. In omnibus præ occulis habendo quod ad 
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general is no more than a kind of steward and ddminis- 
trator of the goods and possessions belonging to the so. 
ciety, the property whereof is wholly vc
tcd in the colleges 
and other houses. 
It doth not appear to us, that this manner of adminis- 
tration can be any way prejudical to the colleges of the 
order; neither can it with reason give umLrage to the 
state, Of cause any distrust in the government, their 
general having no power to àispose of the poss
ions 
belonging to the coJleges in your majesty's dominions, 
contrary to the laws and establi
hed customs of your king- 
dom; nor can it be supposed, that such an attempt would 
ever escape the vigilance of our magistrates, the faithful 
depositaries of your majesty's authority. 
But it may appear dangerous to some, that so many 
thousands of your majesty's subjects 
hould have a de- 
pendence upon one 01an, and be engaged to a foreigner 
1)y moth.es of conscience and inclination; and it may 
seem, that, in times of trouble and intestine dh.ision
, 
the danger is still more to be apprehended. In answer to 
this ohjection we beg leave to observe, that, in your 
Inajesty's dominions, there are other rcligiou
 orders far 
more nu nlerous than the J e
uits, and who, Ly their "ow 
of obedience, have no ]eS5 dependence on thcir foreign 
generals; whence it is highly unreasonable, that th
 
Jesuits should be marked out a
 the only objt'ct of OUf 
fears and jealous,ics on that account: to 
ay the truth, 
there is no society or body of filen in the nation, who 
may not gÏ\'e troubh' to the state, and some cau::-e of ft:ar 


majorem Dei gloriam et \1nh'
rsale bonum societatis fore judi
..bitnr.. 
-Cap. XII, art. vii, p. .HO, tom. i. 
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should they deviate froln their duty, or forget the obe- 
dience due to their lawful superiors. Are we then imme- 
diately to suppress aU these 010St serviceable corporations, 
and dcpri\'e ourselvcs of that which is a rcal good and 
advantage to the whole kingdom, for the apprehension of 
a remote and imaginary evil? The Jesuits c
rtainly are 
not less bound by your nli
esty's laws than the rest of your 

mbjects; and, if froln tllings past wc nlay be allowed to 
form a judgnlcnt of their future behaviour, we have little 
or no rca...on to fear any disturbance fronl that quarter. 
It is well known, that, in the year I CS I, during our 
òisputes with n.unle concerning bcnefice
, the vope's 
briefs \\yerc conveyed into the hands of the Jesuits in 
France, with express orders, both from his holiness and 
fronl their general, to disperse them immediately ahout 
the kingdool; but they, without much deliberation, on 
the 20th of June, rroduccd the pat'ket in open court
 
and, by thcir candid behaviour in that critical conjuncture, 
deserved that remarkable cODlp1iJnent from the first pre- 
sident, 1\1. de Novion, tluLt it 'lVUS lucky those pape'J"s 
had fal{en into the hands of persons of thei,. JJ1"udence 
and discretion: il,at tlley /tad too good heads to be 
Ï1llposecl upon, and hearts too lo.ljul to he c
rrllpted Ijp. 
Weare also assured by the general ad\9ocate, l'alon, tlult 
no one could treasonahly ta.l
 the Jcsuits, 1l'll(Jse hel,a- 
ViOll1" Oll tlillt occasion 1l'as fully .fustified hy the hitter 
reproflcll and severe 'rep1'Ï111allrl tht'!.1J aftC1'1cr.11'ds under- 
wellt, hoth J"-I'0111 tlte pope and theil' ou'n gPlleral t. 
This one short passage of our hi
tory Dlay condnce us, 


* Page 215, tome h-, òés .Mémoirc
 du C]rrgé. 
t Page 4.51 du mêmc '"o!ume. 
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more cffectually than all the reasonings in the world, that 
the Jesuits, accurding to thcir rules, (10 not profess any 
other ubedience to thcir general tban is consistent with 
their duty towards their king and country. 
\V c are moreover convinced, that this obedience of the 
Jesuits to their general, as pre
cribed by their nIle, and 
their fourth vow, by which they cannot be fully huund to 
the order till they IJa\Tc attained the age of thirty-three, 
arc the two essential principles, and, a" it were, the 
foundation stones, on which the whole edifice of their 
constitution is raised: these cannot be changed without 
overthrowing the whole building; neither can any altera- 
tion he Inade in then1 without fonning a new constitution, 
very different from thêt to which the Jesuits ha\'e bound 
thelnselves by vow. 'rhese two fundamental articles dis- 
cover to us the extraordinary wisdom of their founder, 
,,,ho, with great judglnent and forecast, has thus provided 
against the growth of any dangerous irreg
larity in the 
order, and sccured such a constant tenor uf government, 
as was necessary to qualify the religious subjects for the 
great duties of t heir calling. 
It was, doubtless, for these reasons, that the council of 
Trent so highly comn1cnded and approved of thi
 in
titute: 
that the late pope, Benedict XIV, in the bun Devotllnl, 
anno 17-16, called theln nJo
t wise laws anfl institution
, 
ex præ
cripto sapientissiJJlUl'lllJl legu11l et rOllstitlltiU'JIlOn, 
&c.: that the clergy of Franèe, annn 157 I, ,tiled theln 
good and sound regulatio'lls: lastly, that the great 
Bo!'sl1et aS5=UrC5 us, that in thi
 '1
ule he disc 'red 111U}l- 
her/ess strokes of C(JJlSlUJLJ1ULle wise/ont. \Yhi('h tes- 



 'Iaximes et R
ßections sur la Comédie, ed. c.1e 1674, p. 1:38, 1:39. 
3 B 
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tirnonies are greatly confinn
d hy the example of those 
oiher tdigious orders, which ha\.e sprung up in the church 
since the fir
t cstahli
hment of the Jesuits, whose founders 
ha\'e frmned good part uf thcir rule after the model of this 
institute. 
All which things considered, \Vc are of opinion, that 
no altrrat;on can be made in the Jf
uits' rule, with regard 
to the power anù authority of t
}C general. And your 
D}aje5ty will give us leavc to obsenTe, that, if it \v'ere 
c
p{'dient to make such a rrfornl, it would neither be 
agreeable to the ecclesiastical la\v, nor to the avowed 
practice of all agu" nor in particular to the discipline of 
the church of France and the established nlaxims of your 
courts of parlialnent, to undertake an affair of this nature 
\\'ithout the concurrence aud joint consent of his holiness 
the supreme pastor of the church, of the bishops of 
France, and cf a gcneral congregation of the Jesuits: we 
might add, without the consent of an the professed 
Jesuits, a
 such an alteration in their dependence on their 
general would affect the very vitals of the order, and 
change the wholc constitution. 
For these one hundred and fifty years, our history 
affords one only instance (of 16rll) in which this autho- 
rity of their genera] nlight ha\"c heen any way prejudicial 
to the state; nnd if, on tl'at occasion, the 10ya1ty of the 
French Je
ui!s underwent a very severe trial, it had no other 
etfect than to convince the whole kingdom ho\v wen they 
ðesen.ed that honourable testimony of your parliament, 
that thcir prudence guarded them against aU surprise, and 
their IO
Talty against eorrup
i()n. 
But nothing, perhaps, can be of greater \veight in thi
 
n1atter than the judgment of your majesty's royal prede- 
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cessor I-Ienry IV, of gloriou
 memory., wh(), In the 
midst of all his troubles, when the kinf!dom was in the 
greatest fern1cnt, and he bec;;et by person\;, who 
parcd no 
pains to instil into his mind the greatest di,tru..t of the 
Jesuits, desired no other 
ccurity fur their goud heha\'iour 
than this alone, that he might ha\.e one of that body cver 
near his person in quality of preacher to his majesty, and 
that a French as
i:stant 
hould be established with the 
general at Ron1e. 
Your D1ajesty is still possessed of the same security; 
and, since we arc taught by the expcri
nce of a hundred 
and fifty years, that this is abundantly sllfllcicnt fur the 
purpose, there can be no Il
ed of any farther c(lution or 
new regulation; especial1y as the Jesuits, in the late 
declaration, which they had the honour to present )"our 
majec;;ty, have assured us in the nlost express termc;, that, 
if their general was to require any t"'ing of them con- 
trary to the laws of your kingdom or to the obedience and 
respect due to your n1Hjesty, they neither could nor would 
pay any regard to such command
; and that their \'0\V of 
obedience, as it is explained in the!r rule, doth no way 
bind them to such a compliance. fhis so peremptory 
declaration of the Jesuit
, and the wise di
po
itions of 
the edict in 1603, leave no room to apprehend any danger 
from the general's abusing his authority to the prejudice 
of your Inajesty's kingdom. \Ve éUC, &c. 
The cardinal D}
 LUY
E
. 'fhc archbp. of C.\lIßR.\. Y. 
-. DE G..;SVIU;;S. H 1-:1 :\!
. 
DE 110HA
. NA({ßO:'li
E. 


* Hcnry IV finished the letter, ,,"hich he dei
ned to the general 
:l!sembly, with these words: .' Vos hortamur ad retint"utlam iustituti 
'Yestri il1t
Sfltattln et splelldorcm. n 
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The archbp. of EMBRUN. The bishop of RHOD.EZ. 
AUSCH. SAllLA,r: 
BOURDEAUX. - OUL.EANS. 
*. l\IEAux. 
AnLEs. ARH.A
. 
'fOULOUSE. BLoIs. 
The bishop of L.\NGRES. l\IETz. 
l\fANs _\NGOULE:ME. 
- VALhNCE. \'KRuUN. 
l\IAcos. s.E
 LIS. 
BA ygux. i\
GERS. 
Al\JlE
S. DIGI\E. 
Noyox. AUTU'N. 
S. P..\POUL. VENCE. 
COM )IlNGES. EVREUX. 
S. l\lALo. 'file coadjutor of STRA5- 
DIE. BOURG. 
AVOLLONIE. Tht bishop of LETCTOURE. 
S. PAUL-DE- TROVES. 
L:F.o
. - NANT.ES. 
CIIARTR ES. 


GC1U:fal Agents for tIle Clergy. 

I. l'abbé DE BnOGLIE. 
1. l'abbé DE J UIGNE'. 
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1 Cop' of tlte Letter if tlte ArcldJislwjJ (
t" Paris, 
dated January 1, 1 jG:.? 


'\ 
l\losT Gn.ÀCIOUS SO'.EREIGX, 


IF, in conlpany of the other prelates, I did not add my 
name to the answer which they had the honour to present 
your Ini:
esty, it was not that I differed in the least from 
their judgn1cnt as to the fuur articles, which your Inajcsty 
\\'as pleased to propose to their ex
mination, concerning 
the usefulness, the doctrine, the conduct, and the go\
crn- 
ment of the Jesuits. I am very sensible that, in point of 
virtue and learning, there is nû hishop in the nation to 
whom I ought not to give thc precedency; and, in this 
view, would willingly have subscribed after all my brother 
bishops: but there is a regard due to the dignity of the 
see, to which your majesty has graciously been pleased to 
call nle, and I Inust not take a step, that Illay interfere 
with those prerogatives, which, after the example of your 
august. predecessors, you think it your duty to Inaintain. 
No other consideration could h:l\-e prcyented IllY 8ctting 
D1Y hand to a testimony so much to the advantage of the 
Jcsuits of your kingdOln: and, whilst I have the honour 
to a"surc lour majesty of my entire adhcrency to that 
solenHl act, I once 1l10rC beg leave to implorc )'our justice 
and supreme authority in beha]f of a religious body 
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eminent {or learning and piety, and wen descrving your 
ro}al I)fotcction, for the great sen'ices, which, during 
tbe two last ages, they ha\re rendered both to church 
and state. 


(
jgned) . CHRISTOPHER, 
Archbishop of PARIS. 


THE END. 


C. \VOOD, Printer, 
Poppin's Court, Fleet Street: 
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